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MISSION STATEMENT

Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-
ing God's people. We eagerly work towards

the realization of God’s Kingdom by:
e Offering praise-filled worship to God.

»  Nurturing individual spiritual growth.

o Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.

e Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with
the same love we have received—and invites

them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE

PROMISE:

e To attend services regularly.
e To support the congregation financially.
s To live responsibly as a Christian witness.

¢ To become as involved as possible in the total life and work

of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the

conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1

We’re on the web:

www.faithcolumbuswi.org
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Advent blessings to you, Faith!

As we come into this final month of the calendar year, we come into the beginning of
the church year. Advent brings the expectation of entering again into the story of God dwelling
with us. While I often suggest the liturgical cycle can function in our spiritual lives as a tool
for grounding our story in the story of God with us, and so we should resist the temptation to
look beyond the current season, I want to use encourage you this month to look ahead to our
next year here at Faith.

To begin, let me say an encouraging word about this past year: we are growing. Now, to
be sure, this growth has been modest and mostly inconspicuous, but it is there, and it is infused
with the movement of the Spirit in this place — thanks be to God. However, this growth means
(hopefully), a continued growth into next year, which means we ought to note a couple of areas
that could use some strengthening as we continue to move with the Spirit.

Coming into next year, I’m looking for some members to help join a couple of teams
that will be forming to address these areas. The first team will be focusing on our worship over
the next 3-5 years. You have perhaps heard the issues with our organ on a Sunday, or are aware
that our sound system is aged and will need updating soon, or you may know that while we
love our music director, Lisa, we cannot expect her to be around forever.

Suffice to say, within the next five years, our worship could end up looking different in
some ways than it does today. Therefore, this team will be a part of a multi-year process to
help our congregation discern what choices we have, and which choices we are wanting to
explore further.

Secondly, you may have noticed how at times we have a couple new faces in our
sanctuary on a Sunday, and then those faces seem to disappear quite suddenly. While I
recognize that our church is not going to be a good fit for all who come in (though all are
welcome), I also feel strongly we can be doing more to help our visitors feel that welcome that
God has extended to us. We often don’t realize the power of genuine welcome until we find
ourselves in a place where we are uncertain we will receive it — may we be a place where all
who enter truly find that welcome. Therefore, this second team will focus on our hospitality to
visitors and new members. Considering how we might help all who come feel welcome and
empowered to be members in this body of Christ.

If you are curious about either of these teams, reach out to me. For there is growth, there
is potential for more growth, there is opportunity to witness to Columbus that God is here.

May the Spirit enliven our hearts to see the coming of Christ.

Pr. Andrew
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Faith Sunday School News i

December 2025

Upcoming Events

November 30 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL/Christnjas
We have a BU.SY month upon us! Please check the program music practice after the worship N

December 5 - Family Fun Night at Faith (5:00pm)
Spread cheer! Let’s FILL the fellowship hall on December 10 - Dress Rehearsal 6:00pm (SS
Friday December 5%! Come to see your Sunday classrooms)

School classmates, create Christmas crafts, have December 14 - Christmas Program
some yummy food, and listen to some Christmas December 21 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
music. The event is free and begins at 5pm/ends at December 28 - NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
7:30pm! All ages welcome! January 4 - Sunday School resumes!

Welcome!

What | Learned in November

We are full steam into Sunday School and learning some great things! Lessons focused on topics such
as Fairness, Community, Gratitude, and Leadership.

4K - 2nd Grade: Our youngest learners are doing so well learning the Lord’s Prayer. We have been
working hard on designing program covers for the Christmas Program. Lots of work on learning our
Christmas program songs too! We ended the month of Sunday School with a game of Leadership Bingo
with our older learners!

3rd — 5th Grade: Did you know Faith has some amazing narrators and soloists? Please come and enjoy
the Christmas Program our Sunday School children have worked so hard on. Our older learners are
using interactive methods to learn their lessons, and having great conversations with their peers about
each lesson. We ended the month joining our younger learners in a game of Leadership Bingo!

Shout Outs Reminders

Thank you to our November volunteers - you are
4 appreciated! ¥ Achhhhh-ooo! Tis’ the season for colds and the

dreaded flu. Keep that at home and rest up!

Lorelei Olson Sunday School will be here the next week.
Adelyn Lueloff

]es;riia “g:g‘;‘gﬁh i Assistants Needed: SOS — we need your help!
ca INSKI1

Patesand Bl Demingiy Please consider assisting our teachers once a
Justin and Ariana Stark month. The children benefit greatly from seeing
Andrea Herrick new faces in the classroom. Sign Up here:

Barb Bergum http://bit.ly/47qpM90
The Kurth Family p / / Y/ qp

A Note from our Leaders

With the season of Advent here, Pastor Andrew will be focusing his children’s sermons
on the nativity scene in December.

Regular children’s sermons will resume on December 28 (even though there is no
Sunday School on this day).

Merry Christmas and Happy New year from Faith Sunday School - see you back in the
new year! 282’
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O “During this season of dark and
0 light, let us sing of the birth and life of
Jesus. Let us not be afraid of the
difficult path we walk, strewn with
rocky doubt and disbelief, knowing
that as we name possible all that
previously seemed impossible, our
voice grows in strength. May the
: message of the baby and the star and
5 the stable guide you this Christmas, a
gift of hope. Glad tidings and joy from

- Q all of us to you.”
CF .S

Pastor Andrew Perger,
Lisa Weisensel,
Christine Hilbrich

T The Longest Night

Christmas can be a painful time for some. The constant
refrain about the happiness of the season and getting together
with family and friends reminds many people of what they
have lost or have never had. The anguish of broken
relationships, the insecurity or unemployment, the weariness
of ill health, the pain of isolation — all these can make us feel
very alone in the midst of all the celebration. We need the space and the time to acknowledge
our sadness and concern. We need encouragement to live the days ahead of us.

With all this in mind, Faith Lutheran Church will be offering a special “Longest Night”
service on Sunday, December 21th at 6:30. We’ll share our prayers, hear some hopeful
scripture and sing some quiet carols that acknowledge that God’s presence is for those who
mourn, and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.

Everyone, regardless of church background (or lack of it), is welcome.
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NOVEMBER COUNCIL SALVATION ARMY
MEETING SUMMARY
November Council Meeting Summary BELL RINGING
11.11.25

Faith will be ringing bells for the Salvation Army

5 _r again this year. The date are Saturday, November 29

o Sue Frish provided an update on the §oﬁ- and Friday, December 12, BOTH AT PICK ‘N
ware search for FLC for record keeping/ SAVE. The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.
reporting. Sue noted that she has been

looking at Flock Base, which is built by a

CPA who was a treasurer at a small PASTORAL ACTS
church. ﬁﬁ

« Jim Schieble updated council on the status AN

of the Property Committee. Shed is almost OL
EBRFTIS

done, furnace work has begun, the base-
ment furnace is done, the A/C work is not

yet completed, Sanctuary furnace has had November 16, 2025

to be reset due to the fan running all the Harper Marie Loecher

time, TAZ/furnace contractor, found a Parents: Carrie Loecher and Anthony Loecher
wasp nest blocking the air flow, Snow

plowing contract has been signed, no ==, /

change in the rate- Hermanson Concrete. WV
o Pr. shared that the Thanksgiving service / < &

will be on Nov. 26th at FLC at 6:30 pm.

« SSis going well, over 20 kids attending. Confirniation
o First Communion has about 5 families November 9, 2025
signed up. Hallie Jean Graffin
o Nov. 16-18 Pr. Andrew will be a First Call Ariana Marie Stark
event.
YEAR END GIVING'S GIVING TREE

Please have your year end giving's to the
church no later that NOON Wednesday,
December 31.

Changes to the Giving Tree!
Take an ornament or two and
you don’t need to sign out.

. ALL gifts MUST be back by
ANNUAL REPORTS ' DECEMBER 10", Please
bring back UNWRAPPED gift(s) and
A reminder that all committee reports for place under the tree. Please keep the orna-
the 2025 ANNUAL REPORT are due to ment with the gift. Any questions or if una-
Chris by Monday January 5, 2026 PLEASE  ple to buy your gift, please call DeAnn
EMAIL YOUR REPORT TO Gaska (920) 210-2658 so the gift is bought

faith@faithcolumbuswi.org by the 10,
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A Clildrons
s Proam

Sunday, December 14th
9:00am Children’s
Christmas Program

CHRISTMAS

CAN TATA

Sunday, December 21st
9:00am Christmas Cantata

CHRISTMAS EVE

Wednesday December 24th
CHRISTMAS EVE
Candlelight Services/HC
4:00pm, 7:00pm
Communion at all services.

THE COLUMBUS FALL RIVER ECUMENICAL ASSOC, PRESENTS
Jessica Michna

CAROLINE “MA™ INGALLS

, MITTENS ON THE TREE

Please bring adult and children’s
mittens and gloves to donate.
Donations will be distributed to
area schools for teachers to
distribute as needed.

N0v3 SUN  EAYANNAYOAKSren

' PM HWY 16 FALL RIVER

»
LIGHT BITES CONTACT:
Saenaroms | 3| oumesion | ettt e
BIBLE DONATIONS

Thank you for donating 27 Bibles for the
Love Packages mission. Fourteen boxes
of Bibles and Christian literature have
been delivered to the drop off location in
Green Bay. We will accept additional
Bibles (only) until the next collection in
the future, see Chris.

ELCA “Good Gifts” The
spare change container is in
the Narthex, within the chicken
container. The mission for your
spare pennies, nickels and dimes
is the ELCA “Good Gifts” program. The flock is up
to 200 chickens! Our few extra coins are turned into
food and livelihood for people in need, world-wide.
Thank you.

THRIVENT BENEFITS

Are you taking advantage of all your Thrivent
benefits? If you are a Thrivent member, you can
use Thrivent Action Team membership benefits to
make an impact on your community, Funds can be
used to support an educational event or service ac-
tivity. Some of our church members are using the
benefit to support our food pantry. Contact your
Thrivent agent or log into your account for more
information.

\
|
|
4
f
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Women’s Circles At Faith

Scroll Circle
10:00am, Wednesday, December 10

Anna Circle
9:00am, Wednesday, December 10

Naomi Circle
1:00pm Tuesday, December 16
In Fellowship Hall

a2 778
<
}6Qrsdaﬂ

For men only...

third Thursdays at Faith

Hosted by the Java men (Denny, Pat, & Al).
Come for food, fun, fellowship and a little
faith exploration at 5:30 p.m., on December

18.

THE RED
TENTERS’
BOOKCLUB 1B

The book club will not be meeting in
December. See you in January 2026.

R O O O O O O O Y O A A R AT AT DR AR SR A
% b
ke FAMILY FUN NIGHT ®
o~ W~
oo ; )
te Friday December Sth is the annual w©

¢ memory making event. All are invited for ¢
& an evening of food, fellowship and crafts o
(" starting at 5 PM. Chili and hot dogs will
:} be provided. We need crafters to sponsor
«* tables of activities and sign up sheets for
% crafts and food will be available mid
 November. If you have questions call

% Erin Bussian 920-210-2342. Seeyou &

-

g e
© there. «
.‘ ‘\
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LAM & ACOLYTES
AND WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
FOR DECEMBER 2025

Lector Schedule
9:00am
Betsy Woodward
Ellen Sunderland
Ed Schellin
Christmas Eve 4:00 Henry Elling
7:00 Judy Sullivan

Pete Kaland
LAM
9:00 am
Pam Larson
Betsy Woodward
Henry Elling

Christmas Eve 4:00 Ellen Sunderland
7:00 Ed Schellin
Pam Larson

ACOLYTES
9:00am

Lorelei Olson & Landon Goering

Avery Jacobs & Brooks Gille

Lorelei Olson & Hunter Stark

Christmas Eve 4:00 Molly Graffin & Matt Ehrke
Jr

Christmas Eve 7:00 Natalie Stark & Brooks Gille
Adelyn Lueloff & Bodie Krakow

COUNTERS

Becky Stark & Chris Ducat

Barb Bergum & Meegan Graffin

Julie Sennhenn & Peter Kaland

Ellen Sunderland & Jessica Sampolinski

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

Dan & Ann Schubert & Brian & Nancy Patrick
Sunday School—All Grades

Theresa Hein & Nikki Grossman

No Fellowship Today

GREETERS

Linda Huebner & Donna Hankes
Betty Rahn & Marcia McMullen
Nikki Grossman & Theresa Hein
Joyce Abegglen & Joyce Lienke
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DECEMBER

)izl

1 Jill Pohlmeier, Oscar Setz, Lilylyn Loecher
Matt Ehrke Jr.

2 Cathy Haseman, Lilly Weigen

3 Luke Kahl

4 Anna Rupp, Ben Destree, Deanna Herrick,
Kubly Kaminski

5  Gavin Price

7  Jayce Pavloski, Kaylee Price,

Zoe Shephard, Adelaide Udler

10 Abby Seibt, Cora Seibt, Andy O’Brion
Jessica Cashmore

12 Judy Kaland, Thomas Morris

13 Tiffany Niehoff, Natalie Cass

14  Garrett Campbell

15 Elizabeth Morris, Rowdy Seibt,
Eric Mathwich

19 Maizie Anthon

20 Alana Schuster

21  Ben Kohl

24  Mark Adam

27 Tim Mathwich

29 Joseph Morris, Luanne Miller,
Joyce Abegglen

30 Debra Meister

Michael Hansen, Zachary Rohrbeck, Travis Schultz,
Gloria Spaete, Patrice Tesch

DECEMBER
Wedding Anniversary's

12/09 Dennis & Karen DeNure 48
12/19 Glenn & Karin Westlake 27
12/26 Paul & Barb Bergum 50
12/26 Marilon & Jack Krebs 62
12/27 John & Retta Kurth 56
12/29 Todd & Bridget Morris 31

Patsy Braker, Susie Krakow, Toni Peterson

Covenant Signing
You will be able to sign the Covenant
on Sunday, December 14th.

It will be placed by the church office window.

12/01 Jackie Price,
Tiffany Niehoff,
Logan Wescott,
Bay Peterson
Jamie Benter
Tyler Sampolinski
Leo Kuck, Derek Gensch
Pat Sullivan
Bruce Miller, Leaf Anthany

Bob Jansen

Betsy Woodward

John Popp, Colin Emler,

Mark Adam

Andrew Peterson

Brenda Hochstatter, Lydia Agnew
Brooks Gille

Cary Hochstatter

Roxanne Ayer, Yvonne Cass, John Salzman
Jeannie Ritchie

Anna Miller

Alex Zahn

Nickolas Cass, Ana Tjugum,
Melody Tadych

Toni Fox

Barb Bergum

Lisa Weisensel, Ryan Hasey
Michele Dauman, Jamie Price
Joycelyn Lienke, Jessie Miesfeld,
Aarika Tjugum

Cliff Destree

Yvonne Tjugum, Ben Destree
Nahla Kuck

12/02
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/06
12/08
12/09
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15

12/16
12/17
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22
12/25
12/28

12/29
12/30
12/31

GREETERS NEEDED FOR
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES.

We need two greeters for both Christmas
Eve services at 4:00 and 7:00. Please con-
tact Chris in the office or Betsy Woodward
(920) 210-8710 if you can help us out.
Thanks much.
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Faith Lutheran Church - Financlal Dashboard - 2025
For Period ended: 10/31/2025
Prepared by : Judy Sullivan, Treasurer : Date printed: 11/11/2025
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General Account Offerlngs & Donations: ; VancolSimpIyGwmg Analysis
imply Giving p
of fatal General Simply Giving % of
Account Offerings & Total Offerings

Total General Account{  Bamowad from

Offerings, Donations | Parsonage Proceeds Trimeater Ghing bistary

Danstions

January i $12,008 ; i 2021|. $59,238 | $3,346 | 28%
February i $24,332 H 2022 $73,251 | $3,051 13%
March $28,251 2023 $65,881 $3,107] 11%
April 926,145 2024 $82,759 $3,636 14%

Trimester 1 390 736 $0 $0 Trend $70 282 $13,141 14%
May $13 173 2021 $55 134 $3,761 29%
June 314,519 . 2022, $56,997 $3,607 25%
July 17,726 2023 $66,588 $3,756 21%
August 15,090f i 2024 $62,273 $3,641 24%

Trimester 2 |. $60,508 $0| $0| ____Trend| ; $60,248¢ ___$14,766| 24%

e e T s T e ey TR e T Ty PR e T e

RN SIS R RS

September 512,925 2021 $68 855 1 $3,607 28%

Octaber 17,933 2022 $77,457 $3,848] - 21%
November 2023 $81,041 #DIV/O!
December 2024 $86,387 #DIV/O!

Trimester 3 | $30,857 $0 $0 Trend $75,784 $7,453 24%

YFD total - §$182,101%. 30 $0 $206,315 $35,359 79%

'General Acsouit Expenditures by Categorl s in Treasurer s Repor:

Pastoral Support Operations

Mission Support e Staff Support Administration S58 noles 284 *Other Total Expenses

January $1,367 $10,233 $5,424 $1,118 $2,538 $264 $20,944
February ) $1,367 $9,654 $5,074 $242 $9,129 $236) $25,700
March $1,367 $10,026 $5.249 $937 $6,560 285 $24.,423
April $1,367 $9,872| §5.424| $579 $1,253 p164 $18,658
May i $1,367| $10,122 55,249] $665{ $3,794} p503}: $21,699
June $1,387¢ $9,900 55,249 $695 31,204 p327 $18,742
July $1,367 $10,098 $5,600 $655 $1,746 494 $19,959
August $1,367 $10,155 $5,074 $467 3,501 $179 20,742
September $1,367 $10,337 $5.424 $531 51,739 $964 20,362
October $0 $10,098 $5,424 $650 $1,392 $693 18,257
November
December b 5

TOTALS $12,300] $100,494 $53,194} $6,538| $32,855 $4,108] $209,488

(with rounding diffs.}  *Ofher combines these categories: Worship Programs/Resaurces + Education + Youth Ministry + Oulreach + Misc.

== $ Summary  Our YTD General Account Revenue of $182,101 minus YTD Expenditures of $209,488 = ; 837 380

Explanatory Note: Qur General Account expenses have exceeded ouir income from Jan. through Oct. 2625 by $27,385. We have now used most of the
2024 year end fund balance {which was + $38,741.68 on 12/31/24) ta meet our 20265 expenses..

Mission Support Note: No checks were sent to South Central Synod, Lutheran Social Services & Lutherdale in October due to lack of money in our church's
General Operating account.

Fund Balances:
Account # Account Type Prior Month Current Month Current Month reflects updated investment values

F&M Bank 1.01.010 General Checking  § 18,736.93 § 10,761.82

F&M Bank 1.03.010 FP Checking $ 7048122 § 98,751.20 Balance as of October 31 2025

ELCA Demand Acct  1.03.012 FP Checking. $ 2745208 $ 27,755.01 Balance as of 9/30/25 statement

F&M Bank loan 2.01.010 Line of Credit $ 828) $ (8.28) Balance required to keep credt line open

F&M Bank 1.02,100 PP Checking $ 49918 $ 814.79

ELCA MIF 1.02.102 PP 3-Year CD $ 41,72801 $ 45,540.84 Balance as of 9/30/25 statement

ELCA Fund A 1.02.108 PP Fund A $ 2565823 $ 35,006.09 Balance as of 9/30/25 per S Taylor @ ELCA

Edward Janes 1.02,110& 120 PP MaturedCDs § 20,55891 $ 20,844.56 Accts 110 & 120 merged—1 E Jones investment now
Total § 205,106 $ 239,466

Accounting system treasurer reports are posted monthly in the Narthex.
If you have questions about the reports or suggestions on content, please email judy.sullivanfr@gmail.com



