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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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                       920-623-3610 

 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 
Pastor Jane’s e-mail 
pastorjane@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
Pastor Jane Crawford 
Lead Pastor 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  
Administrative Assistant 
920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 
920-484-6545 
 

Jeanne Miller,  
Assistant to Treasurer 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Dan Watrud 
President   
 

Pete Kaland 
V. President   
 

Del Yerges 
Secretary   
 

Stephen Peterson    
Treasurer   
 
Jenna Peterson 
Youth Rep. 
 
Emogene Johnson 
 
Dave Olson 
 
Judy Sullivan 
 
 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

• Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

• Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

• Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

• Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

• To attend services regularly. 
• To support the congregation financially. 
• To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
• To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the      

conviction of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
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November 2023 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Have you ever just said “I’m fine” when you weren’t, just because you think others might not 
understand? It happens more than we might think. 
 
This is a difficult time of year for a lot of people. As the weather gets colder, it becomes more 
difficult and less convenient for people to get out and about. It is more difficult to visit friends, 
neighbors, and loved ones. And, November brings us Thanksgiving and the beginning of the 
“holiday season.” Joyous and heart-warming for some, stressful and depressing for others. 
 
And then there are those who try to do everything. Things like planning the perfect holiday din-
ner, traveling to visit family, saying yes to every event, meeting year-end deadlines and the fi-
nancial effects of holiday shopping, can be enough to send anyone into a downward spiral.  
 
A survey from NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) found that “respondents reported 
that the holidays contribute to feelings of sadness and dissatisfaction. 68% of survey participants 
felt financially strained, 66% experienced loneliness, 63% felt an overwhelmingly sense of pres-
sure, 55% found themselves remembering happier times in the past contrasting with the present, 
while 50% were unable to be with loved ones.” 
 
Remember that we are a community. We are a church family. If you are feeling lonely, chances 
are, others are too. If you need time to just breathe, then by all means, do it. Let’s all take time 
to connect with one another. Invite your neighbor over for a visit. They might even bring freshly 
baked treats, offer to take a drive, play cards, or just listen.  
 
I leave you with one final thought, dear friends from John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid.” 
 
Here are some tips for how to handle the autumn blues. https://bit.ly/TheAutumnBlues 
 
Blessings! 
Pr. Jane       
 

SALVATION ARMY 

 BELL RINGING 

 

 

Faith will be ringing bells for the Salvation 
Army again this year.  The date are Saturday, 
November 25 and Friday, December 8,  
BOTH AT PICK ‘N SAVE.  The sign-up 
sheets are in the Narthex. 

    PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Confirmation 
October 29, 2023 

 
ABIGAIL LYNN FOX 

VICTORIA  ROSE GILLETT 

MATTHEW HUNTER SALZMAN 

ADDISON FAITH STEERS 

LEVERETT MEL TADYCH 

https://bit.ly/TheAutumnBlues
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ELCA “Good Gifts”  
The spare change   
container is in the    
Narthex, within the 
chicken container.  The 
mission for your spare 
pennies, nickels and 

dimes is the ELCA “Good Gifts”  program.  
Starting this new year the flock is up to 200 
chickens!  Our few extra coins are turned into 
food and livelihood for people in need,   
world-wide.  Thank you. 

Highlights of October 2023  
Council Meeting 

 

• Happiness is a successful Chili supper 
and an afternoon with  The Stoughton 
Norwegian Dancers.  Thank you FLCW 
and The Evangelism Committee for your 
enthusiastic work. 

• Five students were approved for confir-
mation. 

• Council is planning a joint meeting with 
Property Committee to discuss future 
property needs . 

• Holiday Church Service plans were       
reviewed.  Thanksgiving Ecumenical   
service will be Wednesday, November 22, 
at 6:30 pm. 

November 2023 

To My Dear Faith Family, 
 

And what a grand family it is! 
I wanted you to know that just because I 

will be out of sight in our pews for a time, 
please don’t put me out of your mind or your 
prayers. You will always be my primary 
church family. 

 
Beginning in mid-November I will be 

serving one of our strong ecumenical part-
ners, Olivet Congregational United Church 
of Christ, as their interim pastor. Faith and 
all our area churches with an ecumenical 
spirit will feel the impact of Pastor Ruth 
Bradshaw moving on to another pastoral 
call. 

 
I will do my best in the months to come, 

to fill a bit of the gap for the people of Olivet 
during this transitional time—whatever that 
“time” turns out to be. Just know I look for-
ward to coming “home.” 

 
Thank you all for your care and support 

during this interim period. 
 
On the journey with you, 
Pastor Sandy Schieble 

Family Fun Night 

 

Come one! Come All!  Family Fun 
Night is back on Friday December 1st  
from 5:00 PM to 8:30 PM in Fellow-
ship Hall.  A light supper of Chili and 
Hot Dogs will be provided.  There 

will be different crafts and  holiday 
activities to occupy the evening.      
Fellowship and getting to know your 
Faith friends is just a bonus.   In the 
past there have been opportunities to 

string popcorn, make ornaments,    
decorate cookies, make cards… If you 
have questions or a craft or activity to 
share, contact the office or Erin Bus-
sian at 920-210-2342. If you are able 

to provide something for the light  
supper or work in the kitchen please 
let me know.  Hope to see you there.  
Come and go as your schedule allows. 
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For men only… 

third Thursdays at Faith 

Hosted by the Java men (Denny, Pat, & Al). 
Come for food, fun, fellowship and a little 
faith exploration at 5:30 p.m., Thursday,     
November 16, 2023.  Feel free to invite a 
friend. 

THE RED  
TENTERS’ 
BOOKCLUB 
 

The book club is meeting in Fellowship Hall  
on the 16th of November at 7:00pm.  Our 
book for November is Standby for God by 
Barbara Kuhl and the author will be joining 
us.  The book is available from Amazon. 

 Hope to see you there. 
 

November 2023 

CALENDAR , LAM & ACOLYTES AND 
WORSHIP  ASSISTANTS  
FOR NOVEMBER 2023 

 

Lector Schedule 
9:15am 

 
5 Al Strohschein 
12 Kristen Hart 
19 Ed Schellin 
26 Judy Sullivan 
  
 

LAM 
9:15am 

5 Pam Larson 
12 Henry Elling 
19 Pam Larson 
26 Dennis Sampolinski 
 

ACOLYTES 
9:15am 

 
5 Mason Dykstra & Dexter Agnew 
12 Stella Gille & Bryella Grossman 
19 Blake Kurth & Connor Jacobs 
26 Andrea Herrick & Nellie Olson  
 

COUNTERS 
 

5 Jami Severson & Ginny Klug 
12 Becky Stark & Chris Ducat 
19 Emogene Johnson & Judy Kaland 
26 Barb Bergum & Meegan Griffin 
  

 
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 

 
5 Julie Sennhenn & Barb Bergum 
12 Jamie Kurth & Martha Lewke 
19 Angie Gille & Susie Krakow 
26 Thanksgiving-No Fellowship 

OUR CIRCLES ARE  
UP AND RUNNING AGAIN 

 
Scroll Circle 

10:00am, Wednesday, November 8 
 

Anna Circle 
9:00am, Wednesday, November 8 

 
Naomi Circle 

2:00pm Tuesday, November 21 
In Fellowship Hall 
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November 2023 

CHILI SUPPER 2023  
 
Faith’s first chili supper, pumpkin patch and 
bake sale since the pandemic are behind us 
and what a great event. This was a Faith Lu-
theran Church Women (FLCW) event. We 
served 110 adults, 5 children (ages 4-9) and 1 
toddler meal. It was wonderful to see everyone 
in the narthex laughing and talking and look-
ing over the pumpkin patch and bake sale.  
The pumpkin patch had 90+ donations for us 
to try and win. The bake sale tables over-
flowed with homemade goodies. There were 
more great feelings as we looked in the fellow-
ship hall to see diners talking among them-
selves and all kinds of workers bustling 
around.  
 
This large event depends on so many volun-
teers and donations. We are thankful in our 
congregation to have so many members who 
helped us.  We offer our sincere thank you to 
the following: 
 
* Faith Lutheran church congregation for 

baked goodies for the chili supper desserts 
and bake sale items 

* Faith Lutheran congregation for donating 
milk, butter, and crackers 

* Faith Lutheran congregation for baking the 
dinner rolls at home (it was hard to share 
with the event since it made our homes smell 
so good) 

* Members who set up tables for the event 
* Judy and Pat Sullivan for heading up the 

Pumpkin Patch 
* Pat Hurckmann and Carolyn Gorman for 

heading up the Bake Sale 
* Jeanne and Bruce Miller for being our chief 

cooks 
* Jeanne Miller, Carolyn Gorman and Betsy 

Woodward for donating home canned tomato 
products 

* Pat Hurckmann for donating the pasta  
* The Lewke family for donating all the 

ground beef and preparing it for the chili 
• Stephen Peterson for the Internet work and 

designing the posters 
* Becky Stark for handling the money transac-

tions 
* Our chili and soup servers 
* Our dishwashers 
* The confirmation students who helped in the 

staging area, bus tables and clean up. The stu-
dents kept all the table condiments full, bussed 
the tables, and cleaned up at the end. They re-
ally know how to vacuum the floors.) 

* The parents of the confirmation students who 
pitched in to help wherever needed, including 
clean up 

* Del and Eric Yerges donated 10 pounds of 
sliced cheese with additional 5# by Betsy 
Woodward and DeAnn Gaska 

* End of event cleaners to return the church to 
worship mode 

* Pastor Jane for the table decorations, filling in 
where needed, and being our greeter during the 
event 

• DeAnn Gaska for taking the leftovers to      
Hephatha. They served complete meals for 
school lunch and a second event on Tuesday. 

 
With all of our generous donations we were able 
to keep the expenses to $326.51. Our profit from 
the Chili Supper, Bake Sale, and Pumpkin Patch 
Raffle totaled  $1939.09. They will be dispersed 
as follows: 
 
$1260.41  to General Fund (65%) 

$ 290.86    to FLC Youth for the 2024 Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans (15%) 

$ 387.82    to FLCW (20%) 

Thank you one and all! We are truly blessed! 
 
The FLCW  Co-Presidents 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

 (FLCW) annual meeting: Please plan to attend 
the annual meeting, Sunday, November 5, 2023 
after service.  It’s time to start planning the 2024 
FLCW event, either a service event or fellowship 
event. Bring your ideas for where you would  
suggest we focus in 2024. Just a reminder: all 
women of our congregation automatically belong 
to FLCW. You do not need to belong to a circle to 
be an FLCW member.  
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November 
Wedding  Anniversary's 

 
11/01 Brandon & Jamie Kurth  15 
11/11 Jane & Myron Crawford  26 
11/13 Chris & Tina Miller   24 
11/18 Mark & Bonnie Adam  51 
11/20 Rick & Georgia Eisenreich  52 
 
Becky Oehlert, Arlene Oelke,  Joyce Walker,  
Marcia McMullen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11/01 Joel Miller 
11/04 Abram Mathwich 
11/05 Ryan Huebner 
11/06 Colin Brumm,  
 Trever Miller 
11/07 Marcia McMullen 
11/08 Shane Gille, Brandon Kurth,   
 Elizabeth Sandberg 
11/10 Daryl Severson, Greyson O’Brion,  
 Nellie Olson 
11/11 Judy Kaland 
11/12 Bill Byrne, Garrett Patrick, Claire Westlake 
11/13 Tim Mathwich, Camryn Corlett 
11/14 Maizie Anthon 
11/16 Eric Mathwich, Elizabeth Craig 
11/18 Ben Kohl 
11/20 Sarah Pocan, Natalie Cass, Devin Foulkes, 
 Taylor Hankins 
11/21 Andy O’Brion, Jill Pohlmeier,  
 Hayley Donner 
11/22 Erica Patrick 
11/23 Ivy Roelke, Ryder Rozinski 
11/24 Lynn Dhein 
11/25 Josh Ritchie 
11/27 Deanna Herrick 
11/28 Susan Fagerburg, Brianna Jakel 
11/30 Mike Ritchie, Travis Schultz,  
 Elizabeth Elling, Tucker McGee 

November 
 
 

 
 

1 Terri Messer, Cindy Nickell, Al Strohschein 
 Suzanne Zahn, Leah Miesfeld, 
   3 Elizabeth Gilbertson 
   5 Kayla Hurckman 
   6 Abigail Miller, Hannah Dykema 
   8 Becky Klosowski 
   9 Erik Rupp, Abbigail Olson, Ashley Olson 
   10 Zachary Wescott, Lynne Wilken, Amy Tonn 
   11 Kristen Hart, Ashley Hegge 
   13 Ashley Schultz 
   15 Eden Klossner 
   16 Jack Fritz 
   17 Joel Miller, Tracey Wescott 
   19 Samantha Setz 
   20 Aaron Corlett, Emma Kelly, Brandon Kurth 
    26 Hayley Donner, Brooke Goering 
 Kelsey Schleif, Blake Luzenski,  
 Caitlin Bedford 
   28 Anne Herzberg, Shane Gille 
   29 Caroline Morris  
   30 DeAnn Gaska 

November 2023 
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 Faith Lutheran Church - Financial Dashboard - 2023 

Dated     09/10/2023   
Prepared by Stephen Peterson,    
Treasurer 

            

 
Total General 

Account Offerings, 
Donations 

Borrowed 
from        

Parsonage 
Proceeds 

  Trimester Giving history 

January $23,373  $4800  2019 $67,292  

February $13,248    2020 $60,135 

March $14,255    2021 $59,238 

April $15,005  $5,200  2022 $73, 251 

Trimester 1 $65,881 $10,000  Trend $64,979 

          

May $19,694    2019 $62,122 

June $13,925    2020 $52,143 

July $17,080    2021 $55,134 

August $15,889    2022 $56,997 

Trimester 2 $66,588 $0  Trend $59,599 

          

September $16,159    2019 $88,329  

October           2020 $66,651 

November     2021 $68,855 

December     2022 $77,457 

Trimester 3 $16,159 $0  Trend $75,323 

YTD total $148,629 $10,000     $196,901 

            
General Account Expenditures by Categories in Treasurer's Re-
port 

  

 Mission 
Pastoral 
Support 

Staff Support Operations Total 

Jan $2,117 $9,461 $4,502 $5,011 $21,091 

Feb $1,825 $11,140 $4,452 $4,908 $22,325 

Mar $2,117 $10,455 $4,929 $3,912 $21,413 

Apr $2,117 $10,442 $4,611 $5,756 $22,926 

May $2,117 $10,399 $5,088 $2,825 $20,430 

June $2,117 $9,933 $4,770 $4,832 $21,652 

July $2,117 $9,057 $4,770 $3,040 $18,984 

Aug $1,683 $9,429 $4,473 $2,433 $18,019 

Sep $1,533 $9,062 $4,537 $2,481 $17,614 

Oct      

Nov      

Dec      

TOTALS $17,743 $89,379 $42,133 $35,197 $184,452 

Operations combines Worship Programs + Education + Administration  + Operations + Misc 

            

  

Simply   
Giving por-
tion of total 

% Simply  
Giving 

$3,851 16% 

$3,210 24% 

$3,386 24% 

$3,310 22% 

$13,757 21% 

  

$3,553 18% 

$3,425 25% 

$3.380 20% 

$3,493 22% 

$13,851 21% 

  

$3,502 22% 

  

  

  

$3,502  

$31,111 21% 

 

Fund balances Prior Month Current Month 

F&M Bank General Checking   $ (1,257.73)  $ (2,393.00) 

F&M Bank Line of Credit   $ (5,000.00)   $ (5,000.00) 

F&M Bank FP Checking   $ 4,849.90   $ 4,849.90 

ELCA Demand Act FP Checking  $ 27,397.28  $ 27,397.28 

F&M Bank PP Checking   $ 793.66   $ 793.66 

ELCA Fund A PP Fund A   $ 26,274.52   $ 26,274.52 

Edward Jones PP 9 Month CD  $ 5,000.00   $ 5,000.00 

Edward Jones PP Money Market  $ 15,459.47   $ 15,000.00 

MIF ELCA PP 3 Year CD   $ 41,728.01   $ 41,728.01 

Total    $115,245  $113,650 

 

Simply Giving $ Participation 21% of total revenue to date 

Accounting system treasurer reports are posted on the Kiosk in the Narthex. 

Annual General 
Account 

Revenue minus 
Expenses to 

Date 

 

 
-$35,824 

November 2023 


