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Christmas Eve Service 
December 24, 2022 

4:00 & 7:00PM 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE      4pm              Christmas Joy with Angel Medley     Faithful Ringers 
         7pm    Organ Prelude 
                       
LITANY OF CELEBRATION 
 
L  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
C those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 
L You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;  
C they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest. 
L For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  
C authority rests upon his shoulders; 
L and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
C Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
L His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace, 
C from this time onward and forevermore.  
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  
  4pm   O Come All Ye Faithful           vs. 1 & 4    ELW #283 
  7pm  Angels From The Realms Of Glory        vs. 1,2  ELW #275 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
P May the One who was, and who is, and who is to come,  
 be with you in grace and peace. 
C And also with you. 
 
L:  We praise you, God, for this wreath of light that marks the coming of Christ 

in the world. Let your blessing come upon us as we light these candles, and 
may all who stand in their light eagerly welcome  the true Light which never 
fades, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE               Joy To The World          vs. 1,4                ELW #267 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
L O Light of the World, tonight we celebrate your coming and  
  rejoice in your promises. We joyfully welcome you to this world and        

celebrate your presence in our lives.  
C Amen 
 
ANTHEM       
          4pm  Were You There On That Christmas Night?          Faithful Ringers 
  7pm    Silent Night                                                             Tylar Hankins  
 
HYMN                                  Love Has Come  vs. 1                                ELW# 292 
 
GOSPEL: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
P The holy Gospel according to Isaiah, chapter 9 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, 
  and there shall be endless peace 
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 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it 
 with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
  
HYMN                                Love Has Come  vs. 2                                  ELW# 292 
 
READING  Titus 2:11-14 
 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to re-
nounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are 
self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who 
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for him-
self a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

 
HYMN                          Love Has Come vs. 3                                         ELW #292 
 
READING  Luke 2:1-20 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethle-
hem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the peo-
ple: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth 
and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
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 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made 
known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
  
P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   4pm                                                                        Pastor Jane Crawford 
     7pm   Cantata                                          Faith Choir 
 

Have You Heard?  
                                                   By Joel Raney 

  Narrators   
Ed Schellin and Sandy Schieble 

            Artwork     
                                                    Kayley Price 
                                 Christmas Day in the Morning 
                               Come Messiah, Come Emmanuel 
                                         Have You Heard? 
                                   Celtic Christmas Lullaby 
                                       O Little Town of Bethlehem 
                                         O Holy Night               soloist   Henry Elling 
                                   Come and Adore Him 
                                    Wexford Carol / Finale 
 
HYMN                                  On Christmas Night            vs. 1,2,4           ELW #274 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
L Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
 space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
L Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church 
 throughout the world to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who 
 seek salvation, hope, and new life.  
 
L Merciful God, 
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C receive our prayer. 
 
L Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has 
 come. Maintain healthy cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where 
 light pollution disrupts natural rhythms, encourage new practices.  
 
L Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those 
 in power who make decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and     
 sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy.  
 
L Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out 
 in pain, despair, or need this night  Bring comfort to those for  whom        
 separation, grief, or loss makes the Christmas season especially  difficult. 
 
L  Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. 
 Bless new and expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are 
 alone or afraid this night. Pour out your love upon families of every kind.  
L Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before 
 us. We give you thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother,    
 Joseph the dreamer, and all who point toward your love . 
L  Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
L Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to 
 you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior. 
C Amen. 
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OFFERING         
 
ANTHEM 4pm     Go Tell It On The Mountain                      Faithful Ringers    
   7pm     First Noel: Christmas Eve Waltz      Piano, Lisa Weisensel 
 
OFFERTORY            “What Child is This?” vs. 1 & 3           ELW #296 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
L  God with us: You came as a baby to a manger.  You slept on straw and greet-

ed shepherds.  You come again in bread and wine.  Remind us how good you 
are at blessing ordinary things.  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless 
the lives of others in the strength of your holy name. 

C Amen. 
 
THE MEAL 
 
P God is with us.  
C God is within us!  
P Open your hearts.  
C  Our hearts open to the mystery of this night.  
P Let the heavens rejoice!  
C  Let Earth be glad.  
 
P O Holy One, we join with the creatures of Earth,  

giving thanks that Earth is your body and from Her womb, through your    
beloved servant, Mary, one was born who showed us the path of humility.  
The whole universe: stars and mountains, lamas and lions, flowers and for-
ests, the angels and the human ones, all join in a canticle of the cosmos     
celebrating this enfleshing miracle— your incarnation in Christ and through 
this evolving miracle of life.  
 

C Holy, Holy, Holy God, Earth is full of your glory! 
In this sacred Bethlehem birth, we are reminded that we are called to 
give birth to the Christ in our age.  

 
P  In Jesus, your intention to carry all creation into wholeness pulls us along. 

We come to know your love as a holy alluring to be, for this planet, the pres-
ence of love. The Word made flesh gathered with his friends for a final meal, 
a last reminder that he was the very heart of God, took bread, blessed it, 
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying, “This is my body given for you, 
do this in remembrance of me.”   
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After supper he took the cup and after blessing it gave it to his disciples say-
ing, “Take and drink this is my blood shed for the forgiveness of sin, do this 
in remembrance of me.”  Jesus in bread and wine, broken and poured out so 
that we might see the love in your heart, O God.  

C  You, O Holy One, are blessed. You, O Holy One, are good. You, O Holy 
One, are gracious. You, O Holy One, are always blessing, always birth-
ing, always becoming. All praise and honor and glory are yours. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
C Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 
DISTRIBUTION  (All are welcome at our Lord’s table.) 
Communion distribution will be by continuous table in the Sanctuary and in the 
Narthex.  Come forward when directed by the usher.  If you do not wish to come 
forward pre-packaged communion elements are available in the Narthex in limited 
quantities. 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  

     Hark The Herald Angels Sing          vs. 1,2   ELW #270 

                                 I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve      vs. 1      ELW #271 

      The First Noel                          vs. 1,2  ELW #300 
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             Go Tell It On The Mountain      vs. 1-3         ELW #290 

BENEDICTION 
 
P May Christ, who by his incarnation has filled us with grace and truth, give 

 you peace this Christmas and always.  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

 Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.  
C Amen 
 
HYMN        4pm                       Away In The Manger         vs. 1 –3        ELW #277 
   7pm       Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  vs. 1-2          ELW #276 
 
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 
L The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light 
C The light shines in darkness, and the darkness has not  overcome it. 
L Those who dwell in the land of deep darkness, light shines on them. 
C We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
L For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
C To Him is life, and the life is the light of all people. 
 
 
CANDLELIGHT HYMN              “Silent Night”       vs. 1-3                ELW #281 
 

(When the light is being passed from one candle to another please tip only the 
unlit candle to avoid dripping wax.  When all of the congregation’s candles 
have been lit all join in singing Silent Night.) 
   

CANDLELIGHT DISMISSAL 
 
BLESSING 
 
P May the Word that Mary brought to birth 
 carry you into new and abundant life. 
C Amen. 
P May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms 
 enfold you with love and strength. 
C Amen. 
P May the Word that angels proclaimed in song 
 bring harmony to our world. 
C  Amen. 
P  And the blessing of almighty God, 
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 the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be upon you and remain with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH          COLUMBUS, WISCONSIN 
120 Faith Drive, Columbus WI 53925 

 
Web page: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 

 
920-623-3610 

 
                   
Jane Crawford, Lead Pastor                             Lisa Weisensel, Director of Music            
Christine Hilbrich, Secretary                       
                   

ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY ARE: 
 

Lay Assisting Minister Pam Larson 4:00  
Acolytes    Bryella Grossman & Kailey Schroud 4:00 
     Jocelyn LeClaire & Abbi Fox 7:00 
Lectors    Pete Kaland 4:00 
     Al Strohschein 7:00    
Altar Guild   Sue Frish & Julie Sennhenn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.faithcolumbuswi.org
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WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 
 
Sat. 12/24 4:00pm  Christmas Eve Service   
   7:00pm  Christmas Eve Service 
      Both With Communion 
Sun. 12/25 9:15am  Worship 
      Carols & Lessons  
Mon. 12/26    Church Office Closed   
Wed.  12/28    NO GRACELAND 
Thur. 12/29 12:00am  Deadline for Donations to count in 2022. 
Sun.  01/01 9:15am  Worship Service 
 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 12/24/2022 
 

TWO SIGN-UP-SHEETS  There are sign-up-sheets for the Altar Guild and 

Bulletin  Sponsors on the table in the Narthex.  This is for Sundays only and only 

one service.  If you are interested please sign up and talk with either Julie 

Sennhenn or Sue Frish, for the Altar Guild or Chris for the Bulletin Sponsors.  For 

the Bulletin Sponsors you can make a separate check out to Faith for the week/s 

you are sponsoring. 

 

YEAR END GIVING  Please remember that the your year end giving donations 

will need to be into the church by Thursday, December 29th at 12 noon.   

 

ANNUAL REPORTS  The 2022 annual reports are need by the end of the year 

please.  You can e-mail them to the office at faith@faithcolumbuswi.org.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


