
Change your Google Meet 
Video settings to send and receive 

720p instead of 360p
(turn your cameras on if you want and feel free 

to talk and participate respectfully)





Exploring Article Two
of

THE APOSTLES’ CREED



Opening Prayer
Leader: Gracious Lord,
Though we do not deserve it, You died for us.
Though we do not deserve it, You forgive us.
Though we do not deserve it, You save us.
Though we do not deserve it, You bless us.
Gracious Lord, make us worthy of your loving grace,
Witnesses to your good news, And instruments of your 

peace.
All: Amen.



Today’s Story
• Key Words
• Bible Text: Matthew 1:18-25
• Lesson Focus with Luther’s words: Jesus 

came to teach us how to live and to free 
us from sin and death.

• Big Question: Wait, God became human?



Key Words
CRUCIFIED: 

executed on a cross.
RESURRECTION: 

returned to life, raised to life.
ASCENDED: 

gone up, as in Jesus has gone up to heaven.
LORD: 

ruler of all.
REDEMPTION: 

rescue from sin and death.



Open the Bible
• Matthew 1:18-25
• Lutheran Study Bible page 1607



Open the Bible
• Matthew 1:18-25
• The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah[a] took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but 
before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned 
to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A18-25&version=NRSV


Open the Bible
• Matthew 1:18-25
• The Birth of Jesus the Messiah
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he 
took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son;[b] and he named him Jesus.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+1%3A18-25&version=NRSV


Open the Bible
• Matthew 1:18-25
• The Birth of Jesus the Messiah

What is the importance of the 
story of Jesus’ birth?



Open the Catechism

• Here We Stand Student Book page 299



The Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.

Article One



The Creed

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Sprit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he 
descended to the dead.*

Article Two



The Creed

On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead.

Article Two



The Creed

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the resurrection of the body, 
and the live everlasting.

Article Three



The Creed

So What!?!



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Sprit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The Creed
What does this mean?
• I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten 

of the Father in eternity, and also a true human 
being, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord.

• He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
human being.

• Martin Luther



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Sprit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The Creed
And…What does this mean?
• He has purchased and freed me from all sins, 

from death, and from the power of the devil, 
not with gold or silver but with his holy, 
precious blood and with his innocent suffering 
and death.

• Martin Luther



I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Sprit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

The Creed
And…What does this mean?
• He has done all this in order that I may belong 

to him, live under him in his kingdom, and 
serve him in eternal righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness, just as he is risen from the 
dead and lives and rules eternally.

• This is most certainly true.
• Martin Luther



Faith Story

• Big Question: Wait, God became human?

“Jesus is Lord”

is the root of the Christian faith

Best passed generation to generation

by believers who share with one another

Tell how Jesus

has affected your life?
“Jesus is Lord”

is the root of the Christian faith

“Jesus is Lord”

is the root of the Christian faith

Best passed generation to generation

by believers who share with one another



Quiz Show



1. Jesus is…

a. Savior.
b. Messiah
c. God.
d. all of the above.



2. Jesus was born…
a. to the Virgin Mary.
b. fully human and fully divine.
c. a only
d. a and b



3. Pontius Pilate was…
a. an airline pilot for Palestine Airways.
b. ruler of Egypt.
c. Roman head of government in 

Jerusalem. 
d. center for the Roman basketball            

team.



4. In the ancient world, to “sit at the 
right hand” meant…
a. you had to talk to the hand.
b. you won an important battle.
c. great honor. 
d. you arrived early enough to get  

a good seat.



5. Salvation…
a. is earned through good works.
b. is a free gift. 
c. belongs only to those who                     

believe the right things.
d. is given only to those who                   

have not sinned.



6. “Righteousness” is what…

a. you can achieve by hard work.
b. you can achieve by much prayer.
c. you can achieve by trying your very 

best.
d. Christ gives by his death and 

resurrection. 



7. Redemption is…
a. what the bank does when you deposit 

money.
b. the opposite of crucifixion.
c. being rescued from sin and death.
d. a goofy word.



8. The longest article in the 
Apostles’ Creed is…
a. the first article.
b. the second article. 
c. the third article.
d. none of the above; they are all               

the same length.



Take a Break
The second article of the 

Apostles’ Creed is the longest 
and gives us the entire story of 
Jesus’ birth, life, and death in a 

very concise manner.



Blessing
Leader: The Lord be with you.
Group: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray. You sent your Son to save us 
from sin because we cannot save ourselves. 
Grant that we may become instruments of your 
peace and love. We ask all of this in Jesus’ name.
All: Amen.



Next week Wednesday we plan to have 
in person training here at Faith. 

Watch your email for details!



Next Week
(and every fourth Wednesday)




