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Easter Sunday 
April 4, 2021 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 

PRELUDE        
 
WELCOME  
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 
 
P  This is the day of celebration.  Good news, Christ is Alive!  
C  Easter jubilations fill the air.  The bright colors 
 of life have returned.  
  
A  Cast off your sorrow, your mourning, your shroud.  
C   Let us welcome the Lord with cries of joy, hearty and loud.  
  
P  CHRIST IS RISEN!  
C  HE IS RISEN INDEED!  
    
GATHERING SONG       Jesus Christ Is Risen Today   vs 1 
 

 Jesus Christ is risen today! Alleluia!  
 Our triumphant holy day. Alleluia! 

 Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 
GREETING  
  
P  Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
C  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus 
 Christ, the love of God,  and the 
 communion of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you all.  
C  And also with you.  
  
HYMN OF PRAISE                   This Is The Feast         setting 3 (abbrev.) 
 

This is the feast of victory for our God, Alleluia, alleluia. 
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast, the victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia!                   
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
All  Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.  Receive our  unending love  and  
 devotion as we celebrate today the Risen  gift of  your love.   
 We pray in the name of Jesus Christ our  Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
  
Please be seated 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
READING                                                                  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 
which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, 
if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe 
in vain. 
  3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had     
 received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was bur-
ied, and that he was raised on the third day in  
accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still 
alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what 
I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any 
of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or 
they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 
L   Word of God, word of life.  
C   Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resound vs.1     
 

 Now all the vault of heaven resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 
 Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

 Sing, choir of angels loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 
 Christ has triumphed! He is living! 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Alleluia! 

                                                  
GOSPEL                                                                                                               John 20:1-18 
 
P The Gospel of John the 20th chapter: 
C Glory to you O Lord! 
 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
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and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord 
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other dis-
ciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple 
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 
tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not under-
stand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their 
homes.  
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look I nto the tomb; 
12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When 
she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am 
 ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary  Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her.  
 
P  This is the Good News – Christ is risen! 
C  Christ is risen, indeed – Alleluia! 
 
SERMON                                                                                                     Pastor Rich Johnson 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!          vs. 1 & 3 

  
 Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 
 Gratefully our hearts adore him as his light once more appears; 
 Bowing down in joy before him, rising up from griefs and tears. 
 
  Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

 Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 
  
  Christ is risen! All the sorrow that last evening round him lay 
  Now has found a glorious morrow in the rising of today. 
  See the grave its first fruits giving, springing up from holy ground; 
  Christ was dead but now is living, he was lost, but now is found. 
 

  Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 
 Sing his praises! Alleluia! Christ is risen from the dead! 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                                    Insert 
 
PEACE 
 
Please be seated 
 
OFFERING                                                  Majesty                                                Faith Choir 
 
Please stand                           
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                     
 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
P The risen Christ invites you to come to his feast of new life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Please be seated 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
P Life-giving God, 
 in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
 you send light to conquer darkness, 
 water to give new life, 
 and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
 Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection 
 that we may show your glory to all the world; 
 through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BLESSING  
 
P Jesus is risen! 
 Go with courage! 
 Speak with conviction! 
 Share with joy! 
C Amen 
 
SENDING SONG                              Thine Is The Glory          vs. 1 

  
              Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 

              Endless is the victory thou o’er death has won! 
              Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

              Kept the folded graveclothes where thy body lay. 
 

         Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son; 
         Endless is the victory thou o’er death has won! 

 
DISMISSAL 
 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
P You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
P Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                                                             
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Rich Johnson, Guest Pastor    Lisa Weisensel, Director of Music                                        
Christine Hilbrich, Secretary                       
                   

ASSISTING MINISTERS TODAY ARE: 
 

Lay Assisting Minister Dennis Sampolinski 
Lectors   Henry Elling  
Ushers   Scott Mathwich, Al Strohschein, Duane Gilbertson 
    Liz Mitchell, Dan Watrud, Ed Schellin, Pat Schellin 
Altar Guild   Julie Sennhenn & Sue Frish 
 


