
Faith Lutheran Church – Annual Congregational Meeting 
January 24, 2016,  9:30 a.m. 
Faith Lutheran Church, Columbus, Wisconsin 
APPROVED minutes (Congregational meeting on 1/22/17) 
 
Gathering Song: The Church of Christ, in Every Age 
 
Called to order by President Jim Schieble at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Jim Schieble made an announcement that any members that have signed the covenant are 
voting members at this meeting. 
 
Scripture and prayer lead by Pastor Bob Moberg. 
 
Motion made by Peter Kaland to approve the minutes of the 2015 Annual Meeting as 
published.  Dennis Sampolinski second.  Motion carries on a voice vote. 
 
Nominating Committee report-Pastor Bob thanked Emogene Johnson, Pat Sullivan, Dennis 
Langfeldt, Jennifer Herzberg, and Todd Morris for their work on the Nominating Committee.  
Council has been operating with only seven members, but would like to have nine members.  
Today’s vote would fill five positions; three for members that have completed their terms and 
two positions to bring the total to nine.  Pastor Bob thanked those who completed terms on 
Council; Jennifer Herzberg, Lisa Sebranek, and Todd Morris. 
 
The Columbus/Fall River Ecumenical Association asks to have a representative from Faith.  Al 
Strohschein has been serving as president of that association.  Al is eligible and willing to 
continue his service. 
 
The congregation must also vote for two representatives that will attend the Synod Assembly 
on April 30th and May 1st.  Libby Gilbertson is on the ballot.  Sandy Schieble, Peter Kaland, and 
Rod Schubert volunteered to serve.    Motion to close nominations by Judy Kaland.  Second by 
Donna Hankes.  Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
 Church Council-Nominees are Roger Hasz, Henry Elling, Amy Kary, Mary Larsen, and Pat 
Sullivan.  Motion to close nominations and elect the five members who have been nominated 
by Rowdy Siebt.  Second by Ed Schellin.  Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
 Endowment Committee-Nominees are Erin Bussian, Scott Mathwich, Brian Patrick, and 
Rod Schubert.  Three positions are available.  Motion to close nominations by Dennis 
Sampolinski.  Ed Schellin seconds.  Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
Ballots were distributed and then collected.  Jeannie Miller and Dennis Sampolinski offered to 
count the ballots. 
 



Nominating Committee-Three members volunteered to serve; Alan Strohschein, Marc 
Fagerburg, and Erin Bussian.  The other two positions are appointed by the Council.  Motion to 
close nominations and cast unanimous ballot for those nominated by Sue Frish.  Pat Sullivan 
seconds.  Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
 
Pastors’ reports 
 Pastor Bob shared highlights from his written report-a visit to Hephatha where the 
congregation’s offering was given to the ELCA World Hunger program.  It seemed like a small 
offering, but Pastor Mary Martha said, “This was what we were privileged to give from what 
God has given us.”  She talked several times about spiritual maturity.  Pastor Bob shared his 
thoughts that Faith has also grown in spiritual maturity around the issue of stewardship, 
especially the powerful experience on Consecration Sunday.  He is prayerful that in 2016, we 
will continue on this path of spiritual growth. 
 Pastor Bob thanked the leadership of the congregation including council members and 
officers for their service; Jim Schieble as president, Jennifer Herzberg as vice president, Lisa 
Sebranek as secretary, and Eric Hoffmann as treasurer.  He also wanted to thank council 
members who have completed their terms; Lisa Sebranek, Jennifer Herzberg, and Todd Morris. 
 Pastor Bob continued with saying that 2016 is a year of change for Faith.  In April, 
Medicare will become Pastor Bob’s primary health care provider and Portico (which has been 
his primary provider for 30+ years) will become his secondary provider.  That will have a small 
impact on the congregation, but it also indicates that there will be a time of change in the life of 
the congregation that has to do with pastoral leadership.  Pastor Bob said that, “he’s not dead 
yet, and that he would be back for the next annual meeting.”  Even more important though, is 
that we will experience a change in the most important office in all the congregation; our office 
secretary.  Pastor Bob thanked Ruth Nordal for all of her hard work and dedication to Faith.  
The congregation applauded and gave her a standing ovation. 
 Pastor Lisa shared highlights from her written report.  Many events were mentioned 
such as the National Youth Gathering in Detroit, New Consecration Sunday, and the Peer 
Ministry Leadership Training.  Last fall the youth had a coat and blanket drive and the quilting 
ladies donated quilts which were then given to Porchlight Hospitality.  They were very 
appreciative and stunned at the generosity as the donations filled her van! The fleece blanket 
cut and tie activity (external mission fund was used for supplies) resulted in over 20 blankets 
which were given to PAVE and Briarpatch.  Upcoming events for 2016 include a job interview 
and work clothes drive for Porchlight, a human sexuality class/study lead by Pastor Bob in 
February, a class/study of Jewish/Christian/Muslim Relations led by Pastor Beth Voigt in April, a 
summer book study group that will be reading Accidental Saints by Nadia Bolz-Weber, a fall 
book study group that will be reading The Name of God is Mercy by Pope Francis, the fall 
Stewardship Celebration, and Peer Ministry Leadership Training. 
 *Complete reports are included in the 2015 Annual Meeting packet. 
 
Jim Schieble gave the election results.  Libby Gilbertson and Rod Schubert will serve as 
representatives on the Synod Assembly.  Erin Bussian, Brian Patrick, and Rod Schubert will serve 
on the Endowment Committee.  Congratulations to all. 



 
Statistical Report (p.13) 
 For 2015, there was an increase in membership, but attendance dropped slightly. There 
was an increase in baptisms which will hopefully lead to large confirmation classes in the 
future.  There were 14 funeral services, but only three of the funerals were for members of 
Faith. 
 *Complete report is included in the 2015 Annual Meeting packet. 
 
President’s Report (p.11) 
 Jim Schieble shared highlights from his report-the generosity of members with their 
time and money, how the spending plan is provided in two ways, and how we are blessed with 
a wonderful place to worship that is filled with talented people. 
 *Complete report is included in the 2015 Annual Meeting packet. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 Jim Schieble thanked Sue Frish and Betsy Woodward for taking over the bookkeeping 
job which is a big task.  He also thanked Eric Hoffmann for his role of overseeing the activity and 
reporting to the council.  Pastor Bob commented that they have all done a wonderful job 
especially in the way that they have revised the system to make it more understandable for 
those of us that do not have an aptitude for numbers.  Eric Hoffmann shared highlights from 
the treasurer’s report using a PowerPoint presentation.  He stated that 2015 was a pretty good 
year.   Members were generous in their giving, we did not have to borrow money, bills for snow 
removal and mowing were moderate, and we did not have any unexpected repairs.  The 2015 
budget was balanced and slightly in the positive.  Weekly giving and general offerings takes care 
of 97% of the church’s business and operations.  Members were generous in their giving, we did 
not have to borrow money, bills for snow removal and mowing were moderate, and we did not 
have any unexpected repairs.  The biggest expense was pastoral support which includes salary, 
insurance, and benefits.  Another rather large expense is insurance.  Eric noted that not only is 
insurance coverage required by law, but it protects the church.  Eric offered to email his 
presentation to members. 
 
Faith Project’s Report (p.26) 
 No questions or discussion.  Accepted as submitted. 
 
Committee Reports 
 Dennis Sampolinski moves to dispense with reading of the printed reports unless 
there are comments or questions.  Amy Kary seconds.  Motion carries on a voice vote. 
 
Other Reports 
 Endowment-Peter Kaland shared a brief summary of the Endowment Committee’s 
activity in 2015.  One issue was the bequest from Don Miller who died in 2013.  The committee 
has been involved in a long negotiation process with Don Miller’s son.  The committee hired 
council to help negotiate the legalities of his will vs. his trust.  Once everyone signs off, Faith 
Lutheran Church should be receiving approximately $73,000.  Because of this situation, Al 



Strohschein suggested that people should look at their estate plan and make sure your family 
understands your final wishes.  
 Now that the committee has reached the $150,000 mark, does that mean they start 
writing checks? No.  After October 31st, the committee can look at options for using the interest 
income using four criteria.  The committee then makes its recommendations to the Council in 
December.  If Council approves the plan/report, then a vote is taken at the next annual 
meeting. 
 Peter Kaland noted that the Endowment Fund can currently only use interest expense 
accounts (Diversified Income, Income Fund A, and High Yield).  The committee may want to 
consider looking at appreciated gains from stocks (Large Cap and Mid Cap). 
 Al Strohschein suggested to the Council that they keep Peter involved in the process 
until we’ve reached closure. 
 
2016 Spending Plan 
 Jim Schieble shared several thoughts prior to the spending plan discussion.  He said 
sometimes conflicts arise where the business and spiritual sides of the church meet.  He hopes 
that Faith is a place that God’s family is a family ruled by grace and mercy; not performance.  
He confessed that he did not reach the directive of the 2015 annual meeting to have the 
external mission job done by May 30th.  He asked for forgiveness.  He continued with the image 
of the quilt.  “Here is a place when the world and the devil tears the fabric of our lives apart, we 
should be able to come and be sewn back together with others in a way that provides us 
warmth for ourselves and allows us to give warmth to others.”  His last confession was that he 
acted like Martin Luther and nailed something to the wall.  Without the approval from the 
pastor, council, or property committee, he put up a poster in the men’s restroom to promote 
the Men’s Ministry activities.  The congregation chuckled. 
 Page 27-28 of the annual report shows the 2016 Spending Plan based off of only general 
operating receipts which is the way it has been presented in the past.  The last three pages of 
the annual report shows the 2016 Spending Plan using all three funds (Annual Offerings and 
Marked Donations, Faith Projects, and Parsonage Proceeds).  The big guess when developing a 
spending plan is what will offerings be for the upcoming year.  The numbers based on the 
activity on Consecration Sunday came up with $260,000.  Council used $245,000 for the 2016 
Spending Plan.  There is approximately $9,000 of undesignated spending which could be used 
for contingencies.  Faith’s constitution also allows Council (if needed) to exceed the budget by 
no more than 10%.  Motion to adopt the 2016 Spending Plan (the version that is on the last 
three pages of the Annual Meeting packet) by Alan Strohschein.  Second by Ed Schellin.  
Motion carries on a voice vote. 
 There is one error on the document under pastoral salary.  It reads $53,961 as printed, 
but should be $53,691.  Sue Fagerberg inquired about a missions account and Marc Fagerberg 
wanted to know if Council was aware of possible furnace replacement and budgeting for that.  
Betsy Woodward added that it looks like the congregation funds confirmation, but it is a self-
funded program.  Henry Elling thanked the congregation for putting a small amount of money 
towards the youth gathering.  He also expressed how important it is to make connections with 
the young people of our church.  By welcoming them, knowing their names, and talking to them 
about what they’re doing makes them feel like part of the congregation.  Motion to approve 



the 2016 Spending Plan by Jim Schieble.  Second by Lisa Sebranek.  Motion carries on a voice 
vote.    
 
Nomination for Audit Committee - Jennifer Herzberg volunteers to serve a three year term.  
Motion by Al Strohschien that nominations be closed and cast a unanimous vote for the 
nominee.  Second by Rowdy Siebt.  Motion carries. 
 
Unfinished Business and New Business - Jim Schieble suggested looking at Faith’s Constitution 
in the future about having these two items on the agenda.  They are not proper agenda items 
because you must have everything on the agenda that you plan to discuss.  Therefore, these 
items were not discussed at the 2015 annual meeting. 
 
Closing Prayer - Pastor Lisa lead the congregation in a prayer to end the meeting. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 11:29 by Dennis Sampolinski.  Second by Ed Schellin.  Motion carries on 
a voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Sebranek 
Council Secretary 
  
 
 
 
 
 


