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MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

• Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

• Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

• Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

• Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

• To attend services regularly. 
• To support the congregation financially. 
• To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
• To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the      

conviction of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or
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Remember last Christmas? Remember all of the 
preparations, the travel to be with family?             
Remember the holy beauty of the Christmas Eve  
liturgy and receiving Christ’s grace and forgiveness 
at his table? The shopping and Christmas caroling? 
The in-person gatherings? All that has changed. The 
pandemic hasn’t forced us from our homes but into 
our homes, sheltering in place, isolated. Not         
together, but physically distanced. Not gathered with 
family and friends, but forced apart because of the 
threat of infection. Forced by circumstances  beyond 
our control into this strange existence. Oh, there will 
be Christmas carols piped into grocery stores and 
other essential services, but they will be painful re-
minders of how life used to be. 

 
We are reminded of the experience of the exiles in 

Babylon: “By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat 
down and there we wept when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows there we hung up our harps. For 
there our captives asked us for songs, and our       
tormentors asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of 
the songs of Zion!’ How could we sing the Lord’s 
song in a foreign land” (Psalm 137)? 

 
I told the young Honduran woman about another 

young woman who was forced to leave home            
because of a government decree. She, too, was    
pregnant and made a long and difficult journey. She, 
too, was far from home and without her    mother 
when the baby came. She had to find shelter       
wherever she could. This wasn’t what she had hoped 
for when she was growing up. Circumstances       
beyond her control had forced her into this new    
existence. That young woman was Mary and the 
child was Jesus. Precisely in our distress, in our    
dislocation, the Lord shows up. Emmanuel—God 
with us—makes his home in the very places we find 
foreign or isolating. The young Honduran woman, 
and all of us, can find hope because of the birth of 
Mary’s child. There is no God-forsaken place and 
we are never alone—not in hospital rooms, or      
sheltering in place, or Zoom calls or on dangerous 
roads. 

 
Many of us will not be physically home for     
Christmas, but we are truly home in Christ.  

 
 
 
 

Precisely in our distress, in our dislocation, the Lord 
shows up. Emmanuel—God with us—makes his home 
in the very places we find foreign or isolating. 

 
The room was spare and dimly lit. We sat on      

folding chairs in a circle—young Honduran women 
and some of us from the ELCA. We had come to  
Honduras to observe the work of AMMPARO 
(Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection,    
Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities). This is 
the ELCA’s strategy to help youth who have been 
forced to flee their home countries because of           
violence, abuse, extortion by gangs and extreme    
poverty. Amparo is the Spanish word for shelter or 
refuge. 

 
In this case, AMMPARO partnered with the       

Lutheran World Federation and the Mennonites to re-
settle returned migrants—those who had tried to seek 
asylum in the United States but had failed or had been 
denied and deported back to Honduras. 

 
One by one they told us their stories of fear and 

desperation. Not a one undertook the long and         
dangerous trek north on a whim. They told us about 
the abuse they had suffered, about family members 
who had been killed by gangs, about the inability to 
make a living because of the extortion by organized 
crime. They talked about the bitter sadness of leaving 
home and family, and the uncertainty of the future.  

 
I remember one young woman in particular. She 

was pregnant when she tried to migrate to the United 
States. She had the baby somewhere along the way. 
She was far from home, mostly alone and desperately 
wanted her mother to be with her. None of this is what 
she had hoped for when she was growing up.          
Circumstances beyond her control had forced her into 
this new and strange existence. She and her baby were 
now back in Honduras—but not at home. Home was 
too dangerous. 

 
 
 

Christmas Message  

from Presiding Bishop, 

 Elizabeth Eaton 

 

January 2021 



4 

 

 

“_________” New Year? 

 

Your Church Council would like to thank you for your on-going support of the min-
istry at Faith Lutheran Church in Columbus, Wisconsin. Although some activities 
have been suspended, cancelled or postponed, others have been modified to fit the 
current needs. Your Council has been working on providing continuity and contact 
during the past 9 months and will continue this work into 2021. How long into 2021 
will this format go on? We cannot predict. 

 

We will have our annual congregational meeting on January 31. Your Council will 
discuss the location, format, and procedures for that meeting on January 11 and re-
port to you soon thereafter. The nominating committee has also been hard at work. 
We have sufficient members who have agreed to serve on Council to provide two 
people for each position that up for election! 

 

We have prepared a 2021 budget that provides for a full-time, settled Pastor. The 
budget also provides for Summer-2021 vacation bible school in person, supported by 
Lutherdale staff. The budget also provides for continued staff in the office and music. 
Chris is preparing the annual report packet over the next few weeks. It will be availa-
ble in paper copy as well as electronic format for your review before January 31. 

 

Thank you for your on-going prayers, phone calls, notes and e-mails. It was exciting 
to see some of you on Christmas Eve through frosty glasses and windshields. Anoth-
er reminder that this situation will not last forever. Your Council will be discussing 
other options for small group gatherings during the long winter and Lenten season. 

 

Please call the church office (920-623-3610) if you have any needs. We will continue 
together/apart through the long night of winter looking forward to the new life in 
spring. Even more, looking forward to a new life with our newborn Savior. And what 
a life THAT will be! 

 

Henry 

January 2021 
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 January 2021 

Giving Tree 
Thank you to all who were a part of sharing our generosity with others by purchasing gifts 
for the “Giving Tree”. They were very appreciative of the beautiful gifts we shared. Lu-
theran Social Services was thankful for our participation in helping their clients have a 
Merry Christmas especially with the very trying year. Thank you Scott for taking care of 
the “Giving Tree”.  

Confirmation Lessons Continue for 
Faiths 6th, 7th & 8th Graders 
 
Confirmation lessons started in October for our 6th, 7th, & 
8th graders and we just wrapped up the 6th lesson. Troy 
Tadych is leading LIVE! sessions on the first and third 
Wednesdays of every month. Our awesome mentors Ste-
phen Peterson, Kim Steers, Brad Lewke, & Jackie Price do 
small group MENTOR! sessions on the second Wednes-
days of each month. The fourth Wednesday is reserved for 
FAMILY! time. By accident or design (hmmm?!?), the No-
vember and December FAMILY! weeks have fallen on 
holiday weeks. 
 
This school year the focus is Luther's Small Catechism. We have covered Martin Luther, the Ten Command-
ments, Vocations, and are now working on The Lord's Prayer. 2021 will include Sacraments, Lent, The 
Apostles Creed, and Sharing your Faith. 
 
Our lessons are mini sprints, jam-packed with information & challenging thoughts. Many, many ThanX to all 
the parents getting their kids involved. And an extra special ThanX to all the kids who are tuning in every 
week ready to go and joining in the discussions with great participation.  
 
You can learn more on Faith's Confirmation webpage at https://FaithColumbusWI.org then click Education > 
Confirmation. 

https://FaithColumbusWI.org
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CELEBRATIONS AND LOSSES  

 

 

 

 

 

Merlin Thom 

December 18, 2020 

Merlin passed away at home on Friday, De-
cember 18, 2020.   Please keep her family in 

your prayers.   

THE RED  

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 
 

The book club is meeting in Fellowship Hall  

on the January 28th at 7:00pm.  The  book 

we are reading is  “Allie and Bea” by  

Catherine Ryan Hyde.  Hope to see you 

there. 

January 2021 

CALENDAR , LAM & WORSHIP   

ASSISTANTS FOR JANUARY 2021 

 

There will be a calendar, Lay Assisting       
Minister and a Lector list for January. The 
Lector and LAM  lists  will be below this  
announcement. 
 

Lector Schedule 

January 2021 9:15am 
 

3 Pete Kaland 

10 Al Strohschein 

17  Lisa Weisensel 

24  Henry Elling 

31  Betsy Woodward 

 

LAM 

January 2021 9:15 
 

3  Henry Elling 

10 Betsy Woodward 

17 Pam Larson 

24 Dennis Sampolinski 

31 Pat Sullivan 

 

Chris 

 

FOOD PANTRY AND BOOK LIBRARY 

 

A Food Pantry and Book Library were initiated by 
the Evangelism committee and brought to life by 
Ben Van Horn and Jim Schieble using  materials 
reclaimed from old Sunday school    chalkboards.  
The free library and food pantry are located at the 
North side of the parking lot attached to the light 
pole.  They are for the benefit of anyone in our 
church or community who is in need. Anyone may 
make donations by simply placing them inside.   

Appropriate books, CD’s, and DVD’s for all ages 
are welcome in the library.  The food pantry is 
weather sensitive so be mindful of items that 
will freeze during cold weather.  Paper products,        
personal hygiene items, cereal, dry soup mixes,   
potato, rice or pasta sides, baking mixes, crackers, 
etc. are all useful items for those in need.               
Evangelism committee will monitor.  Please help 
us make these structures useful to those who visit 
them.  Thank you. 
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January 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

01/05 Tim & Amanda Hole    11 Years 

01/30 John & Anola Popp    58 Years 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01/01 Skyler Peterson 
01/02 Gloria Spaete 
01/03 Mark McNamee, Madison O’Brion,  
 Isaac Olson 
01/04 Graham Fagerburg 
01/05 Tina Miller 
01/06 Augustus Tadych, Lester Small 
01/07 Ashley Cooper, Logan Marshall 
01/08 Bev O’Brion 
01/09 Casey Nickerson, Adrian Morter 
01/10 Ariel Baeseman 
01/12 Judy Rubert, Carolyn Gorman,  
 Bonnie Adam 
01/13 Jami Severson, Dustin Miller,  
 Owen Deprey 
01/14 Heidi Agnew 
01/15 Mitchel Steiner, Skyler Steiner,  
 Merlyn Lienke, Molly Kahl 
01/16 Dylan Foulkes 
01/17 Jay Miesfeld, Hudson Dykema 
01/18 Gary Selje 
01/20 Julia Murray, Dominic Etter 
01/21 Janice Boelte, Ariana Stark 
01/22 Connie Frey, Brian Dauman,   
 John Baseman, Tom Mitchell 
01/23 Jean Paul 
01/24 Cathy Elling 
01/25 Avery Jacobs 
01/28 Paul Larson,  Sienna Sell, Matthew Salzman 
01/29 Jenny Anthon 
01/30 Porter Taylor 
01/31 Craig Rohrbeck, Brooke Goering 

 
January 
   
 
 

2 Oliver Setz 
3 Taya Kurth  
4 Kalab Kohl, Matthew Kohl 

      6 Sophie Gille, Breanna Kelly, Bennett Emler 
      7 Kevin Watrud 
     8 Linda Huebner, Dwane Talg, April Abufares 
    10 Hailey Hole 
    11 Natalie Severson 
    12 John Popp 
    13 Claire Westlake, Betsy Woodward 
    15 Gunner Steers, Jackie Price, Melody Tadych 
 Harlow Kuck, Leo Kuck, Nahla Kuck 
    18 Skye Farr, Lynne Dhein 
    21 Graham Lauer 
    22 John Baeseman, Alex Zahn,      
    26 Megan Ferrera, Derek Berget 
    28 Trevor Miller, Ryan Hasey, Connor Kelm 
    29 Leonardo Gonzalez 
    31 Sarah Pocan 
 
Cliff Destree, Brenda Hochstatter, Cary Hochstatter 

January 2021 
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 Faith Lutheran Church - Financial Dashboard - 2020 

Dated: 12/12/2020   Prepared by Stephen Peterson, Treasurer 

            

 
Total General Ac-
count Offerings, 

Donations 

Borrowed 
from Parson-
age Proceeds 

  Trimester Giving history 

January $13,855    2016 $76,759 

February $12,824    2017 $74,906 

March $16,199    2018 $70,394 

April  $17,256    2019 $67,292  

Trimester 1 $60,135 $0  Trend $70,846 

           

May  $14,689    2016 $74,935 

June  $14,954    2017 $67,611 

July  $10,626    2018 $70,399 

August  $11,874    2019 $62,122 

Trimester 2 $52,143 $0  Trend $68,399 

           

September  $12,871    2016 $87,627 

October  $11,385    2017 $89,350 

November  $15,174    2018 $89,327 

December      2019 $88,329  

Trimester 3 $39,430 $0  Trend $91,302 

YTD total 151,708 $0     $230,547 

            

General Account Expenditures by Categories in Treasurer's Report   

 Mission Pastoral Staff Support Operations Total 

Jan $2,908 $7,603 $4,245 $6,518 $21,274 

Feb $2,325 $7,570 $3,972 $1,873 $15,741 

Mar $1,741 $5,751 $4,245 $7,276 $19,013 

Apr $2,492  $800 $4,245 $3,818 $11,355 

May $2,117  $975 $3,886 $1,878 $8,855 

June  $2,117 $800 $4,245 $3,457 10,619 

Jul  $2,142 $875 $3,290 $1,300 $7,606 

Aug  $2,117 $0 $4,108 $3,148 $9,373 

Sep  $2,117 $0  $4,227 $5,715 $12,058 

Oct $ 2,117 $0 $4,108 $3,583 $9,808 

Nov $ 2,117 $138 $4,108 $2,563 $8,926 

Dec           

TOTALS $24,308 $24,512 $44,678 $41.129 $134,628 

Operations combines Worship Programs + Education + Administration  + Operations + Misc 

            

  

Simply Giving 
portion of total 

% Simply Giving 

$4,170 30% 

$3,910 30% 

$4,270 26% 

 $4,772                   28% 

$17,123 28% 

    

$4,833  33% 

 $5,161 35% 

 $5,153 48%! 

 $4,595 39% 

$19,743 38% 

    

 $4,011 31% 

 $3,930 35% 

 $3,980 26% 

  #DIV/0! 

$11,921   

$48,787 32% 

January 2021 

Fund balances this month - Ending balances from Summary of Cash Activity Reports 

Faith General Account checking $  37,830.31   $  29,246.75 

Faith General Account savings   $  20,112.29  $  20,102.16 

Faith Project checking       $  50,142.75  $  49,939.18 

Parsonage Proceeds checking  $  106,188.14 $  106,179.12 

Parsonage Proceeds savings   Total     $214,273  $ 205,467 

Simply Giving $ Participation 30% of total revenue to date 

Accounting system treasurer reports are posted on the Council bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 


