


Opening Prayer
Troy: Almighty God, many things have changed in 

our church and our world over the years. 
Changes are happening now and will continue in 
the future. Help us to discern which changes are 
good and which are not. Help us to accept those 
changes that are inevitable. Help us to influence 
those changes when we can make a difference. 
Help us to know the difference between them.

All: Amen.



Martin Luther and 
the Reformation



Today’s Lesson
• Bible Text: Ephesians 2:8-9
• Lesson Focus: Christians continually reform 

the church to spread the good news to 
every generation and culture.

• Big Question: Who is Martin Luther, and 
what does it mean to be a Lutheran?



Teach



Key Words
MARTIN LUTHER: 

a German monk and priest who worked to make changes in the 
church during the 16th century. He became known (not by his choice) 
as the founder of a new movement that became the Lutheran Church.

REFORMATION: 
time period in the 16th century when church leaders attempted to 
change the way the Roman Catholic Church functioned.

CATHOLIC: 
with a capital “C,” refers to the Roman Catholic Church, or the 
traditions of the Western European church before the Reformation. 
With a lowercase “c,” refers to all Christians in the universal Christian 
church; this is the “catholic” we speak of in the Christian creeds.

THESIS: 
a statement made to provoke an argument or discussion. Luther 
posted “95 Theses” (plural) on the door of Wittenberg Church in hopes 
of engaging church leaders in a conversation about his concerns.

RECANT: 
to withdraw a statement or belief. Luther was asked to recant what he 
stated at the Diet of Worms in 1521. He did not recant.



Open the Bible
• Ephesians 2:8-9
• Lutheran Study Bible page 1923



Faith Story

• Big Question: Who is Martin Luther, and what 
does it mean to be a Lutheran?

Share changes 

in the church

Have all
changes been 

good?

Is it goodfor a churchto keep changing?



Quiz Show



1. The Reformation took place in 
the _________ century. sixteenth



2. The era before the Reformation 
was known as the _________ era. medieval



3. Martin Luther taught that 
believers are saved by _________ 
through faith.

grace



4. Martin Luther and others who worked 
to change practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church are called _________ .reformers



5. Martin Luther translated the Bible 
from its original languages into 
_________ .German



6. Martin Luther was born, lived, 
and died in _________ .Germany



7. Prior to the Reformation, the 
______________ determined what 
religion the people would have and 
what god they would worship.

ruler or prince



8. The Diet of Worms was a 
___________________.trial or hearing



Take a Break
Gummy Bears:

Originally came from Germany, where they are 
known by the name Gummibär (rubber bear) or 

Gummibärchen (little rubber bear). Hans Riegel of 
Bonn invented chewy candy and started the Haribo 
company in 1922, which produced and introduced 
its revolutionary treat to the world in the 1960s.



Blessing
May you, 

like Martin Luther, 
boldly proclaim the good news of 
Jesus Christ to a world in need of 

grace and peace.



Next Week
(and every second Wednesday)




