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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 
Pastor Beth’s e-mail 
pastorbeth@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 
Pastor Beth Voigt 
Renewal Pastor 
608-495-4930 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  
Administrative Assistant 
920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 
920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 
Treasurer 
920-210-8710 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-350-5644 
President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 
V. President 
 
Marilon Krebs    608-516-2934  
Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble         920-763-3433 
Treasurer 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Kase Tadych 
 

Melissa Jacobs 
 

Liz Mitchell 
 

Stephen Peterson 
 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

• Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

• Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

• Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

• Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

• To attend services regularly. 
• To support the congregation financially. 
• To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
• To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the      

conviction of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BETH 
 

January 2020 Newsletter    

 

Welcome to 20/20 – also referred to as “normal visual acuity” by the 
American Optometric Association. Well, you might be thinking, what does 
this mean? It is the clarity or sharpness of vision when measured at a dis-
tance of 20 feet. You can see clearly at 20 feet what should normally be seen 
at that distance. If you have 20/100 vision, it means that you must be as close 
as 20 feet to see what a person with normal vision can see at 100 feet.  

Visual acuity has been a theme in my life since I was a second grader – 
probably even before but that is when my eyes were checked for the first 
time. I have worn glasses and contacts for many years. I now find I must  
correct my vision in “progressive” ways. The lenses in my eyeglasses have a 
space at the top for far distance, a middle distance in…the middle, and   
close-up is down at the bottom. My contacts are adjusted differently for each 
eye to “trick” my brain into focusing.  

Welcome to 2020 when Faith will be in the visioning business. The 
past years of renewal have led the congregation to the next step – calling a 
settled pastor. As your renewal/transition partner, I encourage you to use this 
time to participate in a progressive way of discerning the future for the 
church. You will have opportunity to participate in discussions that have 
short, middle, and long-term goals. You will be compiling information and 
substantial responses to questions found in the Ministry Site Profile – the 
document prospective candidates are given as they search for their next set-
tled call.  

This is an exciting and anxious time! However, just as I trust my       
optometrist to understand the unique challenges my eyes present, I trust in 
the leadership, membership, and presence of the Holy Spirit here at Faith to 
guide this congregation in “sighting” what the future might hold – short, 
middle, and long.  

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Beth Voigt, Renewal Pastor Faith Lutheran Church 

 January 2020 



On Christmas Eve there always comes a time when everything is finally still. After all the preparations and Christmas 
pageants, after all of the rushing, it’s wonderful just to settle into that stillness and have a chance to think about the 
miracle of Advent and Christmas. 
For me that came after the 11 o’clock candlelight service and after going home. With my husband and children in bed, I 
could think and settle into that stillness and marvel at the miracle that had happened. 

We know that God is up to something. We long for peace, and sure enough, God comes in the form of a helpless 
baby in a wooden manger. In that stillness, I think of another time when we are waiting and longing. 
It’s at the Easter vigil, when, by tradition, we feel that at the very stroke of midnight Christ was 
raised from the dead. This helpless man on 
a cross now becomes the risen Lord. 

I hope and pray, dear church, that in this season of Advent and Christmas you will find time for stillness, find time to sense 
the expectation and the longing, but also to celebrate the miracle of God ’s love that has come to us in the form of a 
tiny baby who grows to be a human being who gives his life for us, that we might have life. 

Merry Christmas, dear church.

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop 
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Calendar of Events for the 

 50
th

 Anniversary of Faith 
Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 9, 2020, Regular 8 and 
10:30 services, with a 50 member choir, 
will be held according to the first service 
as an organized church from 1970. 

 

FUN FACTS, During the announce-

ments at the end of each service between    

Memorial Day weekend through January 

2020, there will be a total of 50 ‘fun 

facts’ about Faith shared, announcing 1-

2 facts each Sunday.  Take note of them 

and write them down.  Whoever has the 

most correct facts handed in at the end 

of January will win a prize crafted by 

Jim Schieble.  Fun fact sheets will be on 

the  table in the Narthex. 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER  
THANK YOU 

 
A great big THANK YOU to everyone that 
helped make the Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser 
another success for Faith Lutheran Church.  
We seated approximately 170 people, and 190 
carryout dinners were purchased as well.  The 
net proceeds after all bills were paid was 
$2,887. Thank you so much to Michelle Hoff-
man for continuing to take on the Pumpkin 
Patch task and doing such a great job!  One-
half of the total evening’s proceeds will be 
going into the general fund, with the remain-
ing half being distributed to the organ fund, 
mission support, youth group, and the Wis-
consin Veterans Group.  A most sincere thank 
you to Paul & Barb Bergum for the beautiful 
floral arrangements; Pat Hurckman, Sue 
Frish, Betsy Woodward, Brian & Nancy Pat-
rick, Dan Watrud, Chris Hilbrich, Daryl Sev-
erson, Glenn Andler, Scott Mathwich, Anna 
Miller, Pat Schellin, Jim Schieble, Dianne 
Patrick, the bread people that showed up after 
a call for help; the hard-working youth and 
their parents this year, and anyone else I may 
have missed to call out that gave their whole 
evening to help.   Also thank you church 
members for the dessert donations, the clean-
up crew, and all those that worked in any oth-
er capacity.  Our blessings are great when we 
work together – we prove that over and over 
again. 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

 

 A reminder that all committee reports 
for the 2019 ANNUAL REPORT are 
due to Chris by Tuesday, December 
31.  PLEASE EMAIL YOUR 

 REPORT TO 
faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
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ELCA “Good Gifts” 

The spare change container 
is in the Narthex, within the 
goose decoy.  The mission 
for your spare pennies, 
nickels and dimes is the 
ELCA “Good Gifts”       

program.  Starting this new year the flock is up to 420 
chickens!  Our few extra coins are turned into food 
and livelihood for people in need, world-wide.  Thank 
you. 

 

     January 2020 

 

Giving Tree 
 

Thank you to all who purchased 
gifts for the LSS   Giving Tree and 
getting the gifts back promptly. 
Thank you Bridget Morris and 

family for loading and delivering the gifts. 
Thank you to the elves that sorted gifts too! 

 

 

 

 
  

Double Your Donation For Those in Need 

  

Faith Lutheran Endowment Committee would 
like to invite you to support Faith’s Food    
Pantry, in our parking lot, and the Columbus-
Fall River Food Pantry. The Endowment Fund 
will MATCH donations up to $380. We will 
have baskets at the sanctuary doors on Sunday 
January 19th and 26th. Bring your change or 
write a check to Faith Lutheran Endowment 
Fund to support our pantries and we will shop 
for items in need. 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

 

Thank you to the following people 
and families that helped with the bell 
ringing in November and December. 

 

 

November 30th; Lisa, Ryan, Ethan & Joycelyn   
LeClair; Robyn & Junior Ehrke; Pam, Ruby,and 
Mary Larson; the Ellings; Isaac Olson; The 
Miesfelds, Dianne Patrick; Pat Schellin 

 

December 13—Joyce Abegglen, Pat Hurckman & 
Carolyn Gorman; DeAnn Gaska; Theresa Hein; 
Sally Price; Pat & Judy Sullivan; Daryl Severson; 
Stephen Peterson, The Mitchell’s and Amy Roelke. 

 

 



December 17, 2019 

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Faith: 

As you read this it will be a new calendar year - 2020. 

Faith Lutheran Church 
120 Faith Drive 

Columbus, Wisconsin 53925 
FaithColumbusWl.org 

(920) 623-3610 

Let the jokes begin about seeing things more clearly with 20-20 vision! 

Your church council and renewal team have met with Pastor Beth several times now since 
she began with us in September. She has been a blessing to us and brings yet another view 
of our future together as Faith Lutheran Church. 

The council and renewal team have a series of events planned for January, February and 
March to complete the work for our Synod information and start the call process. 
However, these final steps REQUIRE participation from members of the congregation, not 
just the two teams. We need your input on a variety of items, questions and issues. 

In order to obtain as much response as possible, we need current contact information for 
you, the members of our church. As a bonus, we will use this to update our membership 
directory! That document is nearly three years old and many of us have changed our phone 
numbers and e-mail addresses, maybe even a couple of times. 

We recognize that information can come and go in a variety of formats today. The blessing 
and curse of our current technology is too many ways to talk. Please use this form to 
identify your preferred method of contact. 

If you have not already completed this form at church during the Christmas services, 
please take a moment to complete and drop at church, either to Chris directly or in the 
offering plate on Sunday. 

P.S. Tear off the other half of the form -
keep it on your refrigerator for quick reference and a daily inspiration. 

P.P.S. ANNUAL MEETING IS 9:30 AM on SUNDAY. JANUARY 26, 2020 

1,"4 ~-'<\: :11 Evangelical Lutheran Church In America 
~ ~ God1swork. Our hands. Faith Lutheran Church, Columbus Wisconsin 
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Faith Lutheran Church Members contact information 

(please leave this part in the pew for collection after worship) 

Your name please: 

Telephone address: ._( __ _,) • ___ _ 

Mailing address: 

Other family members at this address? _________________ _ 

Preferred method of contact: 

newsletter 

e-mail 

text message __ _ 

mailed to my address above 

e-mail address 

number 

To be used only by Faith Lutheran Church, Columbus, Wisconsin. 
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January 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

01/05 Tim & Amanda Hole    10 Years 

01/30 John & Anola Popp    57 Years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
01/01 Skyler Peterson 
01/02 Gloria Spaete 
01/03 Mark McNamee, Madison O’Brion,  
 Isaac Olson 
01/04 Graham Fagerburg 
01/05 Tina Miller 
01/06 Augustus Tadych, Lester Small 
01/07 Ashley Cooper, Logan Marshall 
01/08 Bev O’Brion 
01/09 Casey Nickerson, Adrian Morter 
01/10 Ariel Baeseman 
01/12 Judy Rubert, Carolyn Gorman,  
 Bonnie Adam 
01/13 Jami Severson, Dustin Miller,  
 Owen Deprey 
01/14 Heidi Agnew 
01/15 Mitchel Steiner, Skyler Steiner,  
 Merlyn Lienke, Molly Kahl 
01/16 Dylan Foulkes 
01/17 Jay Miesfeld, Hudson Dykema 
01/18 Gary Selje 
01/20 Julia Murray, Dominic Etter 
01/21 Janice Boelte, Ariana Stark 
01/22 Connie Frey, Brian Dauman,   
 John Baseman, Tom Mitchell 
01/23 Jean Paul 
01/24 Cathy Elling 
01/25 Avery Jacobs 
01/28 Paul Larson, Emma Severson, Sienna Sell, 
 Matthew Salzman 
01/29 Jenny Anthon 
01/30 Porter Taylor 
01/31 Craig Rohrbeck, Brooke Goering 

 
January 
   
 
 

2 Oliver Setz 
3 Taya Kurth  
4 Kalab Kohl, Matthew Kohl 

      6 Sophie Gille, Breanna Kelly, Bennett Emler 
      7 Kevin Watrud 
     8 Linda Huebner, Dwane Talg, April Abufares 
    10 Hailey Hole 
    11 Natalie Severson 
    12 John Popp 
    13 Claire Westlake, Betsy Woodward 
    15 Gunner Steers, Jackie Price, Melody Tadych 
 Harlow Kuck, Leo Kuck, Nahla Kuck 
    18 Skye Farr, Lynne Dhein 
    21 Graham Lauer 
    22 John Baeseman, Alex Zahn,      
    26 Megan Ferrera, Derek Berget 
    28 Trevor Miller, Ryan Hasey, Connor Kelm 
    29 Leonardo Gonzalez 
    31 Sarah Hoene 
 
Cliff Destree, Brenda Hochstatter, Cary Hochstatter 

       January 2020 
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