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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 
Pastor Beth’s e-mail 
pastorbeth@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 
Pastor Beth Voigt 
Renewal Pastor 
608-495-4930 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  
Administrative Assistant 
920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 
920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 
Treasurer 
920-210-8710 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-350-5644 
President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 
V. President 
 
Marilon Krebs    608-516-2934  
Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble         920-763-3433 
Treasurer 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Kase Tadych 
 

Melissa Jacobs 
 

Liz Mitchell 
 

Stephen Peterson 
 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

• Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

• Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

• Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

• Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

• To attend services regularly. 
• To support the congregation financially. 
• To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
• To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the      

conviction of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BETH 
 

December 2019   
   
For the past five years, I have participated with other clergy in the creation of an Advent 
Devotional. We have an organizer who selects the daily scriptures. For several seasons 
we paired the readings with a photo. This year, we are using a “phrase”. Without fail, I 
put off writing until the 11th hour. Well, more truthfully, I forget I agreed to do it and am 
reminded (gently) of my commitment. I then spend a few hours staring at the wall and 
out the window, praying for inspiration. Some wells are dug deeper than others. This 
year I grasped at a few straws but eventually finished my portion. This feels typical of 
Advent and countdown to Christmas. However, I remind myself this season I must also 
stop. Stop rushing, stop planning, stop worrying. I need to sit down and read these de-
votions, written possibly in haste, but with the intent of looking within and creating a 
space for breath. When the final booklet is emailed, I will print a few and put them in 
the Narthex. Until then, here is a preview. 
 

Wednesday December 4, 2019  Jeremiah 1:11-19   
  

Boiling Pot 
 

 Almonds. I like to eat them. You can buy all manner of flavored almonds these 
days. In the Old Testament, almonds crop up in several places. The Lord asks Jeremiah, 
“What do you see?” Jeremiah says, “A branch of an almond tree.” The almond tree is 
one of the first trees to “awaken” from its winter sleep. In Scripture, there is a word play 
with almond; the root in Hebrew means “watch” or “wake”. The significance is so 
strong the Menorah is decorated with oil cups in the shape of almond blossoms. The 
tension we feel in the dark days of December, when growing things sleep and all seem 
dormant, is the promise of wakefulness, of resurrection. We hold the story of the birth of 
Jesus in one palm, and the crucifixion in the other. The promise God makes to Jeremiah, 
poised for trouble, is that God watches, God rescues. We are people who embody life 
and death. The presence of the almond tree reminds us that in time, God’s word will be 
fulfilled, and new life will blossom. 
 
1. December is a joyous and for some, mournful season. How do you renew a sense of 
life and growth during the longest nights? 
God is telling Jeremiah of battles to come. Trouble from the north. When you feel be-
sieged, what walls do you build to fend off attack? Do you leave them up or do you 
eventually tear them down? 
 
Prayer: Watcher, tell us of the night, show the signs of promise with a      

  star.    Comfort travelers on the path with news of joy and hope foretold. 
  Amen. 

 
Blessings,  Rev. Beth Voigt, Renewal Pastor  

 December  2019 
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December  2019 

The Longest Night 

 
We are again offering an evening Advent liturgy for December.  It is 
called  “The Longest Night” and ecumenical offering falls on Friday, 
December 20 at 7 p.m. This year it will be held a Olivet UCC church.   
The worship and prayer teams have been preparing the groundwork 
for this service.   
 
What is The Longest Night worship service, you ask?  It is a liturgy 
held on the longest night of the year and it provides an opportunity 
for lamenting and healing during a time that, let’s face it, is just hard 
for some of us.  Christmas can be a painful time for some.  It may be 
the first Christmas after a big life change: a lost job, a broken rela-

tionship, a wearisome illness, a recent death—or perhaps it is simply a time that has always been difficult.  The 
blessing of this worship service is the timing--positioned between Thanksgiving and Christmas festivities.   
 
The constant refrain on TV and radio focuses on the happiness of the season and getting together with family 
and friends, but it reminds some people of what they have lost or never had.   We long for the space and time to 
acknowledge our sadness and concern, and to know that we are not alone. 
 
For these reasons, Faith is partnering with other congregations and the funeral homes to offer the Columbus 
and Fall River area a special “Longest Night” service.  You are invited to come bringing all your transitions to 
the manger where we will hear scripture read and sung and feel the touch of healing, while recognizing that 
God’s presence is for those who mourn, and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.   
 
This service is filled with light and hope.  Upon arrival you will be invited to write the name of the person or 
transitional situation on a strip of cloth and hold that concern in prayer.  There will be no limit to the number of 
people you can remember in this way.  Then each person will be invited to place these swaddling clothes in the 
cradle when the Christ Candle is lit.  This reminds us of God coming down  

                  

       “During this season of dark and light, let us sing of 

the birth and life of Jesus. Let us not be afraid of the 
difficult path we walk, strewn with rocky doubt and    

disbelief, knowing that as we name possible all that  
previously seemed impossible, our voice grows in 

strength. May the message of the baby and the star 
and the stable guide you this Christmas, a gift of hope. 

Glad tidings and joy from all of us to you.”  

 

     Pastor Beth Voigt,  

                Lisa Weisensel,  

                            Chris Hilbrich 
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December  2019 

 

Calendar of Events for the 

 50
th

 Anniversary of Faith Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 8, The 8 a.m. service will be held at the Masonic Temple, first 
home of Faith, at 318 North Ludington Street.  Sunday School, fellowship and the 
10:30 service will be held at church.  Both services will follow the original first 
service from 1969. 

 

FEBRUARY 9, 2020, Regular 8 and 10:30 services, with a 50 member choir, will 
be held according to the first service as an organized church from 1970. 

 

FUN FACTS, During the announcements at the end of each service between    

Memorial Day weekend through January 2020, there will be a total of 50 ‘fun 

facts’ about Faith shared, announcing 1-2 facts each Sunday.  Take note of them 

and write them down.  Whoever has the most correct facts handed in at the end of 

January will win a prize crafted by Jim Schieble.  Fun fact sheets will be on the  

table in the Narthex. 
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ELCA “Good Gifts” 

The spare change container 
is in the Narthex, within the 
goose decoy.  The mission 
for your spare pennies, 
nickels and dimes is the 
ELCA “Good Gifts”       

program.  Starting this new year the flock is up to 420 
chickens!  Our few extra coins are turned into food 
and livelihood for people in need, world-wide.  Thank 
you. 

 

     December  2019 

A FOOD PANTRY AND BOOK LIBRARY  

 

Both were initiated by the       
Evangelism committee and 
brought to life by Ben Van Horn 
and Jim Schieble.  The libraries are 
located at the North side of the 
parking lot attached to the light 
pole.  They are both for the benefit 
of anyone in our church or       
community who is in need or who 
wants to make a donation.  Books, CD’s, and DVD’s 
for all ages are welcome in the book library.  The food 
pantry is weather sensitive so be mindful of items that 
will freeze at this time of year.  Paper products,        
personal hygiene items, cereal, dry soup mixes, potato, 
rice or pasta sides, baking mixes, crackers….are all 
useful items for those in need.  Evangelism committee 
will monitor.  Please help us make these structures  
useful to those who visit them.  Thank-you. 

                

GIVING TREE  

 Once again the Giving Tree is in the  
narthex decorated with names and gift 
suggestions/ideas for clients who receive 

assistance from Lutheran Social Services 
(LSS). Please take an ornament or two 
and purchase a gift (s) ($25 limit) for 

your special person. We ask that you 
PLEASE SIGN YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER 

on the sign-up sheet that corresponds with the number 
on the ornament/gift tag. We also ask that you wrap 
your gift(s), attach the ornament to the gift(s), and 

place under the tree by Sunday, December 8. This 
gives time to deliver the gifts to LSS in Beaver Dam 
and time for them to sort and distribute them to their 

client families. 

THE CHURCH IS SAVING MONEY 
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    December  2019 

    Faith Lutheran Church 
 Council Meeting Summary 

October, 2019 
 

Nominating Committee will begin its work 
Lutherdale has requested time at a worship service 
for a presentation 
Property adjacent to Faith property will be for sale 
Plans for a different way for the synod’s bishop 
election process have been announced. There will 
be several Conference gatherings which will      
require attendance of assembly voting members. 
Assembly voting members will be elected at the 
congregational meeting in January. 
 
Pastor Beth’s report included the following: 

• Upcoming worship services were reviewed 

• Cantata during Advent-December 22 

• Sunday School Christmas Program-December 
15 at the 10:30 service 

• Consecration Sunday – November 24 

• Covenant Signing Sunday – December 8 

• Worship at Masonic Hall – December 8 
 

• Confirmation is up and running with “Here We 
Stand” resource instead of Faith Inkubators 

 

• Several learning events including family   
gathering 

 

• Youth participation in spaghetti supper 
 

• The Renewal Team continues to meet and will 
begin gathering information for the Ministry 
Site Profile in preparation for the Call Process 

 
• Pastor Beth has been the “pastor on call” for 

non-members in the hospital who request a 
visit by a clergy person 

 
• Discussion on how to follow up on people 

who are not in church or have stopped coming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT SIGNING  
Our annual signing of our Membership    
Covenant is Sunday, December 8th.  
Faith’s constitution requires the annual  
signing of the covenant in order for you to 
maintain your membership at Faith Lutheran 
Church. If you were not able to be present on 
December 8, the 2020 Covenant will be out 
in the narthex of the church until the end of 
December.  For those having young adults 
away from home who wish to retain their 
membership at Faith, Christmas is good 
times for them to sign. 

 

The annual Christmas Memory Making 
Event will be on Friday,  December 6th from 
5-8 p.m.  Join us for chili and hot dogs, crafts 
and cookies. This is a great event for   people 
of all ages: bring your  children, your grand-
children, or just yourself and enjoy the mem-
ories! You can sign up to attend and/or vol-
unteer to bring food on the sign up sheet in 
the narthex.   

SALVATION ARMY 

 BELL RINGING 

 

Faith will be ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army again this year.  

The date are Saturday, November 30 and Fri-
day, December 13, BOTH AT PICK ‘N 
SAVE.  The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. 

 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

 

 A reminder that all committee reports 
for the 2019 ANNUAL REPORT are 
due to Chris by Tuesday, December 
31.  PLEASE EMAIL YOUR 

 REPORT TO 
faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6680
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December 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

12/09 Dennis & Karen DeNure  42 

12/19 Glenn & Karin Westlake  21 

12/26 Paul & Barb Bergum   44 

12/27 John & Retta Kurth   50 

12/29 Todd & Bridget Morris  25 

 

Patsy Braker, Susie Krakow, Marilon Krebs,        
Toni Peterson 

 
 
 
 
 
12/01 Jackie Price,      
 Tiffany Niehoff,  
 Logan Wescott,  
 Bay Peterson 
 Jamie Benter 
12/03 Leo Kuck 
12/04 Pat Sullivan 
12/05 Bruce Miller, Leaf Anthany 
12/06 Bob Jansen 
12/07 Chris Penzotti 
12/08 Betsy Woodward 
12/09 John Popp, Colin Emler,   
 Andrew Hoffmann 
12/10 Mark Adam 
12/11 Andrew Peterson 
12/12 Brenda Hochstatter, Lydia Agnew 
12/13 David Severson, Brooks Gille 
12/14 Cary Hochstatter, Corbin Hynes 
12/15 Roxanne Ayer, Yvonne Cass,  
 Jeannie Ritchie, Jason Edwards 
12/16 Anna Miller 
12/17 Alex Zahn 
12/18 Nickolas Cass, Ana Tjugum,   
 Samantha Hoffmann 
12/19 Melody Tadych 
12/20 Toni Fox 
12/21 Barb Bergum, Drake Berget,   
 Pastor Beth Voigt 
12/22 Lisa Weisensel, Ryan Hasey, Jack Roelke 
12/23 Deborah Severson 
12/25 Michele Dauman, Jamie Price 
12/27 Corbin Scheeler 
12/28 Joycelyn Lienke, Jessie Miesfeld,  
 Aarika Tjugum 
12/29 Cliff Destree, Karen Small 
12/30 Jan Zahn, Yvonne Tjugum, Ben Destree 
12/31 Nahla Kuck 

 
DECEMBER 
   
 
 
 
    1 Jill Pohlmeier, Oscar Setz, Lilylyn Loecher 
 Matt Ehrke Jr. 
    2 Cathy Haseman, Lilly Weigen 
  3 Luke Kahl 
  4 Anna Rupp, Ben Destree, Deanna Herrick,     

 Kubly Kaminski, Sara Deminsky 
   5 Gavin Price 

    6 Ryan Huebner, Heather Schultz 
    7 Jayce Pavloski,  Kaylee Price, Zoe Shephard, 
 Adelaide Udler 
    10 Abby Seibt, Cora Seibt,  Andy O’Brion 
 Jessica Cashmore 
    12 Judy Kaland, Thomas Morris 
    13 Tiffany Niehoff, Natalie Cass 
    14 Garrett Campbell 
    15 Elizabeth Morris, Rowdy Seibt,  Eric Mathwich 
 Wendy Watrud 
    19 Glenn Andler, Maizie Anthon 
    20 Alana Schuster 
    21 Ben Kohl 
    24 Mark Adam 
 MaKayla Mitchell 
    27 Tim Mathwich 
    28 Vance Berget 
    29 Joseph Morris, Luanne Miller, Joyce Abegglen 
     30 Debra Meister  
 

Michael Hansen,  Zachary Rohrbeck, Travis Schultz, 
Gloria Spaete  

       December  2019 
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