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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Pastor Lisa’s “open”:  

nelsonkoksy@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Mark’s “open” 

pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor 

608-873-0794 
 

Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor 

608-345-1541 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  

Administrative Assistant 

920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 

920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 

Treasurer 

920-992-3485 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-623-0436 

President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 

V. President 

 

Marilon Krebs    608-516-2934  

Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble         920-763-3433 

Treasurer 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Kase Tadych 
 

Melissa Jacobs 
 

Liz Mitchell 

 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 To support the congregation financially. 
 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

tion of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or



3 

 

“SENTINEL” 

This morning I went to see an old friend in my neighborhood.  

Three years ago I started coming to this place practicing 

“Mindful Photography.”  Let me introduce you to “Sentinel.”  

For an entire year, 365 photos were taken in this part of God’s 

creation.  This Burr Oak tree was one of the few trees in our 

neighborhood that made it through the 2005 Stoughton tornado.   

At one-time Sentinel’s branches were torn off and if you look 

closely at the trunk and larger branches on the inside you can see 

the damage done thirteen years ago.  Yet, it has evolved with new 

life and shape that appear as bristles on a hair brush.  This soldier 

or guard on the edge of our cluster of homes stands tall against 

the salmon morning sky and leans into the western winds and 

storms that tend to sweep down the fairways of Stoughton   

Country Club.  On February 1 I began this adventure and each 

day I moseyed a half mile down the road to find a new angle, 

squirrel entry, just the right light, and hoping to catch the        

Red-tailed Hawk that hunts from the upper branches.   

 

I would ponder and meditate on how many storms this old tree has weathered over the course of time.  

It is not by accident that Sentinel has made it through so many storms.  Nature designed it to withstand high 

winds and tornados.  Live oaks have an extensive root system that goes beyond the width of the limbs and help 

it to stand straight and tall.   

Isaiah 61: 3 is a beautiful verse for Sentinel:  

“They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of God’s splendor.”    

 

 We too, are like trees – oak trees in particular with strength and strong root systems.  I like the idea that 

when a storm comes along, we like the oak tree will survive!  So if you are facing the winds of change or grief 

or it’s raining in in on your parade; trust in the God who created you.  Your roots in this creator are wider and 

deeper than you think.  God has designed you to withstand life’s storms.  

 

This mindful daily activity of taking one picture a day of Sentinel is simply paying attention to what is 

happening, as it is happening, in a gentle accepting way.  Mindfulness is the thread running through abiding 

and meditation.  It is offering “time” to pay attention to one thing each day for a year.  One of my mentors 

Lynn Tews taught me how to pray with our eyes.  Through the lens of Lynn, I learned a new prayerful way of 

paying attention.   Candidly, I did not capture a photo of Sentinel every day, since we traveled a bit that year; 

so I took pictures ahead and behind our travels.  Every picture includes an entry into the Sentinel journal and 

soon this tree and I became dear friends.   

 

Now on my list of “to do’s,” is that Shutterfly book of Sentinel.   Mindful practice was extremely    

healing for me, so I pass it on to each of you.   

I invite you to do one thing mindfully this month remembering that you are loved, 

Pastor Mark 
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February 2019 

Foretaste of Ecumenical  

Soup and Worship 

Busy – Reconnecting with an Unhurried God 

 

The season of Lent has often been a time when we think about 

"giving something up”—a holdover from its penitential flavor in the 

medieval church. But what if we thought less about "giving up" and 

more about "making room?" In this Lent series, we will find out 

what it really costs to be so busy. Let us reconnect to an unhurried 

God. 

 

March 6 Ash Wednesday at Columbus UMC 

March 13 at Faith Lutheran  

March 20 at First Presbyterian 

March 27 at Columbus Community Church 

April 3 at Fall River 

April 10 at Olivet 

April 19 Good Friday Service at Faith at 7 pm (no noon service) 

Every Wednesday you can expect soup Supper at the church followed by worship 

 

Come to me all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, I will 

give you rest. — Matthew 11:28 
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Holy Currencies: Part 4 – Currency of Gracious 

Leadership 

 

365 Days of Blessings 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Our fourth currency for sustainable missional ministry at Faith is 

GRACIOIUS LEADERSHIP.  You are beginning to realize that 

money is not the only currency at work in our congregation.  This 

month we highlight how important it is that our leadership is full of 

grace and truth. 

 

Gracious leaders know how to build relationships with and among diverse populations and to discern 

the truth together.  

 

“Grace is a gift.  We do not work for it or earn it.  Like the abundance of God’s creation, we do not 

own it.  Grace is the belief that God loves us firs, and this love is not a currency to be traded or exchanged 

conditionally.  It is something we accept and share.  In our gratefulness for this unearned love, we accept and 

share.  In our gratefulness for this unearned love, we then have the courage to follow the way of Jesus, to act 

and speak the truth.” * 

 

The past few weeks your nomination team has been prayerfully thinking about future leadership on 

the council and various teams at Faith.  In the back of our minds is this currency of gracious leadership,     

inviting leaders to practice leadership with compassion, empowerment, community and innovation.  Eric Law 

looking at Jesus wrote, “Gracious leadership is not about holding power over others; it is about know how to 

empower others to share their gifts and experiences and to do that which is beneficial to community.” ** This 

is a timely currency for Faith as we begin a New Year.   

 

Graciously, 

Your Renewal and Generosity Teams  

 

 *Eric Law, Holy Currencies, (St. Louis, MO Chalice Press, ©2013) p. 91 

** Ibid., p.93 
 

February 2019 
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Lenten Devotional Book 

I Love to Tell the Story 

 

We had so many compliments on the incredible storytellers at 

Faith that we are offering the second edition of Lenten Devo-

tions, 2019.  

 

During the first three weeks of January you will see a sign-up 

board for the 40 Days of Lent.  Each devotion can be 300-400 

words with a picture.  We are calling the devotional book: I Love to Tell the Story, highlighting our favorite  

bible stories.   

 

Part of the renewal process this past year included finding a Bible story that deeply connects with Faith         

Lutheran.  We believe that story matters and were invited to participate in a conversation that centers on the one 

biblical story that we identify for ourselves as our defining story. For the past four months we have discovered 

and explored four stories.  

 

The Mustard Seed (Chapter 17 in Matthew and Luke) 

Story of Ruth (Book of Ruth) 

Walls of Jericho Coming Down (Joshua 6) 

Conversion of Lydia (Acts 16) 

 

What we noticed is that we are part and parcel of all four stories and decided to preach and worship around 

these stories the first four weeks of the year, leading up to our Annual Meeting.  Throughout the process of 

naming and exploring these stories we are asking questions about our own stories as a congregation and a    

community. The hope is that extensive engagement with our chosen passage(s) will help us form our identity as 

a missional community, to deepen our practice of faith, and to live out our specific vocation as a called and sent 

community of disciples.   

 

We will have the 40 days of Lent plus Holy Week (47 days) to highlight the favorite stories in our                

congregation.  Each devotion may include a verse from the story, your connection to the story, a short sentence 

prayer and a picture.  We are setting February 15th as our submission deadline, so that we can edit and piece 

together a quality book for every family in the congregation.   

 

This gift will be a gift that will keep on giving through the season of Lent as we tell the old, old story of Jesus 

and his love.   

 

February 2019 
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THE RED  

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 

 

For our February 2019  
selection we are reading “In The Mist Of WInter” 
by Isabel Allende our hostess is Joanne Sampson. 
New members are  always welcome to join us.  

 

                                                

Thank You… 

 
-Marcia McMullen, Sue Frish, Betty Rahn, Dianne 

Patrick, Karen Decker, Sharon Bradish, Sally Price, 

and Sue Mathwich for helping assemble the January 

Newsletter. 
 

-Gene Boelte, Rod Patrick, Jim Schieble and Denny 

Langfeldt for taking down the Christmas trees. 

 

-Emogene Johnson, Bev O’Brion, Sharon Bradish, 

Jack Krebs, Pat Sullivan, Dianne & Rod Patrick,  

Sally Price, DeAnna Gaska and Daryl Severson for 

helping with the January Food Pantry. 

 

ELCA “Good Gifts” 

The spare change container 

is in the Narthex, within the 

goose decoy.  The mission 

for your spare pennies, 

nickels and dimes is the 

ELCA “Good Gifts”       

program.  Starting this new year the flock is up to 50 

chickens!  Our few extra coins are turned into food 

and livelihood for people in need, world-wide.  Thank 

you. 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

 

January 13, 2019 

Adelynn Carlene Miller 

Parents 

Darrin & Jennifer Miller 

February 2019 

HELP NEEDED!   

 

We are forming a committee 

to organize celebrations for 

our 50th anniversary and we need your ideas and 

help.  We would like to have several occasions of 

celebration during our 50th year beginning in Feb-

ruary of 2019 and culminating in February 

2020.  Any and all ideas are welcome.  If interested, 

contact or see Judy Kaland (623-2116) or Joyce 

Lienke (623-9091)..  Some of the ideas so far are a 

50 person choir, a church    service at the Masonic 

Temple (our first services were held there), honor-

ing past confirmation     classes, and a summer 

church service and picnic at Astico Park.  If you are 

interested in helping with any of these or have other 

ideas, our first meeting is Tuesday, February 11 at 7 

p.m. at Church.  Hope to see you there. 

GIVING TREE  

THANK YOU 

Thank you to all who were a part of 

sharing our generosity with others 

by purchasing gifts for the “Giving 

Tree”. The families were very     

appreciative of the beautiful gifts we shared.        

Lutheran Social Services was thankful for our     

participation in helping their clients have a Merry 

Christmas. Thank you also to the angel(s) who put 

the “Giving Tree” away.  
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February 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

02/06 Dick & Bev Hartl  26 

02/11 Jim & Helen Setz  25 

02/14 Stephen & Sara Peterson 17 

02/25 David & Audrey Jakel 35 

02/27 Darrin & Jennifer Miller 09 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02/01 Joann Chase, Stephen Peterson,  

 Breleigh Deminsky 

02/02 John Stark, Roxann Kirchberg 

02/03 Claire Sampolinski, Scott Hoffman, 

  Sydney Kluetzman 

02/04 Gene Boelte, Jenna Peterson 

02/05 Gwenn Gmeinder 

02/06 Ella Steers 

02/07 Bill Bussian, Lori Weidemann 

02/08 Renee Meister 

02/09 Mark Fagerburg, Matthew Paul 

02/10 Jim Setz 

02/11 Lynn Shephard 

02/12 Tony Clark, Lilylyn Loecher 

02/13  Jill Abegglen, Alyvia Grossman 

02/14 Sally Price, Jeff Hein, Megan Miller, 

 Mitchell Cooper, Pierce Abegglen 

02/16 Lois Heiman, Hannah Fox 

02/16 Brody Lewke 

02/19 John Brozek Jr. April Abufares 

02/20 Patrice Clifford, Bruce Zahn, Sara Yuds, 

 Austin Zahn, Devin Talg, Joycelyb LeClair 

02/21 Kenn Gillett, Meegan Graffin,  

 Cliff Sweney, Juliette Peterson,  

 Drake Schultz 

02/22 Gyneth Erdmann, Connor Jacobs 

02/23 Jan Kurth 

02/24 Chuck Tiedt, Marissa Aeschlimann 

02/25 Mary Destree, Olivia Severson,  

 Dane Sloan, Jennifer Miller 

02/26 Fred Zielder, Sue Mathwich 

02/27 Jim Smith, Jodi Smith, Cara O’Brion 

02/28 Ruth Nordal, Laurie Niehoff,  

 Nicole Schiesl, Jenny Hasenfuss,  

 Ronda Huebner 

02/29 Elizabeth Morris 

 

February 

 

 
1  Mary Kohl 

2  David Severson 

4  Ana Tjugum 

6  Augustus Tadych 

7  Manson Bruss 

8  Jenny Erdmann 

9  Katilyn Beal 

10 Clarissa Hynes 

11  Nick Cass, Bram Aeschlimann 

12  Josh Ritchie, Jeramy Grossman 

14  Garrett Patrick 

15  Anna Miller, Carter Hansen, Bay Peterson 

16  Karen DeNure, Erin Weisman 

19  Ashley Cooper, Kali Shephard,  

 Karli Hochstatter 

20 Elizabeth Elling 

21  Barb Bergum, Samantha Hoffmann 

23 Joyce Lienke, Odyn Lueloff 

25  Jack Roelke 

26  Greyson O’Brion, Mitchel Steiner,  

 Skyler Steiner 

28  Merlyn Lienke, Victoria Gillett 
 

Jenny Anthon, Bill Bussian, Jim Setz 

February 2019 
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February 2019 

Note: Scrip provided $1500 in December revenues and $7000 was repaid to PPF loan from offerings and 

$4390 from FP siding donations 


