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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Pastor Lisa’s “open”:  

nelsonkoksy@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Mark’s “open” 

pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor 

608-873-0794 
 

Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor 

608-345-1541 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  

Administrative Assistant 

920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 

920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 

Treasurer 

920-992-3485 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-623-0436 

President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 

V. President 

 

Marilon Krebs    608-516-2934  

Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble         920-763-3433 

Treasurer 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Kase Tadych 
 

Melissa Jacobs 
 

Liz Mitchell 

 
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 To support the congregation financially. 
 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

tion of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or
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A Word From Pastor Lisa 

 

Last month, this congregation made over 80 quarts of chili and donated over 150 hot dogs for two 

low income neighborhoods. We also gave both groups lots of personal hygiene items. I also dropped 

off some sleeping mats made of plastic bags for the homeless. I love the way you all respond to any 

given need. You’re generosity is a gift to this world. Some words from those we served: 

From Deacon Meg Nielsen: 

 

Thank you so much! The chili and potato soup were delicious, and the food was plentiful! And the 

gift bags you brought, lovingly wrapped in a useful medium (Thank you for that!), were absolutely 

wonderful!  

We truly do appreciate your coming so far to be with us. Because, of course, it's not just the food or, 

in this case, the wonderful gifts, but it is your own personal presence and the fact that you would 

come so far to meet people who seldom get down the street or around the block.  

 

From Pastor Mary Martha Kanass: 

 

Thank you SO much for being with us today. The meal, the company, the spirit...you all brought 

such a gift of yourselves in the Gospel to us. We echo Paul: We thank God for you in every remem-

brance and are confident that God will complete the good work that has begun in you.  

 

From Debbie Barth, who now lives in the Milwaukee area: 
 

Great day today! Thanks for coming and organizing. The chili was so good. Lots of people enjoyed 

food and fellowship because of Faith! 

  

This is from me now--Pastor Lisa: 

 

I very much appreciate the way Faith members have served at the Triangle and Hephetha. You serve 

with joy and compassion. No one is turned away. All are accepted. I am grateful for that because it’s 

the first step to addressing a challenge I’ve been hearing about.  

 

The challenge goes beyond feeding the hungry and even advocating to change a system that keeps 

poor people poor. It involves seeing these folks in need as equals, who have something valuable to 

offer. This is difficult when we are the ones who come with food and gifts. This automatically puts 

us in a top down position, even if we don’t mean it to. 

 

I lift up our calling to work against our culture and to see all people as equals, no matter their eco-

nomic standing, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, ethnicity, religion, or even legal status. We 

are all beloved children of God, created with a basic human dignity that no culture can erase.  

 

 

January 2019 
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Holy Currencies: Part 3 – Currency of Wellness 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
 

Let’s begin the New Year with a commitment toward being healthy!  Our third currency for sustainable 

missional ministry at Faith is WELLNESS.  In the cycle of blessings you will notice this is the blue portion      

representing hope and health.   There is an element of truth that WELLNESS affects the overall health of the   

congregation.  So, we highlight how important it is that we are a community that 

keeps wellness flowing in our ministry together; to prevent any obstacles that get 

in the way of the cycles of blessings.    
 

In the book “Holy Currencies, Eric Law mentions the most important of all 

systems in the body is the circulatory system. *  This system passes nutrients, gas-

es, hormones, blood cells, etc. to and from cells in the body to help fight diseases 

and to help stabilize body temperature and pH to maintain homeostasis. The other 

part of wellness has to do with cycles of work and rest – when we are awake, we 

are doing things, exercising and moving different systems; when we are asleep, all 

the systems rest and restore themselves.   
 

When we are looking at the body, we can see a great analogy for our community of Faith.  What are the 

different cycles and systems that make up a healthy, missional, and sustainable community?  We need as a      

community to have a balance between rest and work.   The key to wellness is Sabbath.  Sabbath is the gift of   

finding rest, renewal and delight in busy lives.  “Remember the Sabbath” means remembering that everything you 

have received is a blessing.  Remember to delight in your life, in the fruits of your labor. Remember to stop and 

offer thanks for the wonder of it.  Maybe alongside our Estimate of Giving Card we could use a WELLNESS 

PLEDGE: 

Eric Law writes: “With this pledge card, we are doing a slightly different take on wellness.  First, we 

invite people {of Faith} to consciously commit to taking good care of themselves physically, socially and 

 spiritually.  Sabbatical activity refers to setting aside time and place to pay attention to our wellness 

– physical exercise; spending time with loved ones, friends, strangers; reading resting, playing, praying, and 

other life-giving activities. Second, we invite church members to commit ta sabbatical activities that foster 

January 2019 

Pledge Care for Currency of Wellness 

 
I commit to take part in __________________ (name sabbatical activity) for my own physical, social, and 

spiritual wellness. 
I commit to take part in __________________ (name sabbatical activity) in order to increase the social, 

physical and spiritual wellness of my family, friends, and people at Faith Lutheran. 
I commit to take part in __________________ (name sabbatical activity) in order to increase the social, 

physical, and spiritual wellness of the people living in my neighborhood. 
I commit to take part in __________________ (name sabbatical activity) in order to enhance the ecological 

wellness of my neighborhood, Columbus/Fall River, and my country. 

My name: __________________ My accountable person: ___________________ 

________________________     ______________________ 

            Signature                     Signature 

Date: ______________________ 
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wellness within the church community.  These may include creating a church community; retreat; having          

meaningful conversations about current concerns; eating together; hiking, bicycling, and exercising as a group; 

family game day; prayer groups; and bible study group.   Third, we invite church members to create Sabbath for 

the people living in the church’s neighborhood.  People, whether they belong to a faith community or not, are    

extremely busy these days.  Most people have lost a sense of rhythm and balances between work, rest, and play. **   
 

Begin the New Year with a commitment for any or all the sabbatical activities as we seek to be a healthy 

congregation, seeing WELLNESS as a key to the flow of blessings. Sabbath is a moment of catching our breath 

and breathing in rest, renewal, and delight into our busy lives. 
 

Catching Our Breath, 

Renewal and Generosity Teams  

& Pastor Mark 
 

 *Eric Law, Holy Currencies, (St. Louis, MO Chalice Press, ©2013) p. 65 

** Erick Law, Holy Currency Exchange, 55 Pledge Card for Currency of Wellness (St. Louis, MO Chalice 

Press, ©2015) pp. 109-110 

Pondering God’s Wonders 

A Pain in the Heart… 

I remember beginning the new Church Year praying with others at a Lakota sweat lodge 

in Franklin while practicing centering prayer with several here at Faith.  Advent and 

Christmas felt like I stepped in a flow of energy where hearts joined together pondering 

the immense wonders of God’s life-giving force.    
 

After Thanksgiving I spend two days in total silence.  Coming out of silence and leaving 

those moments of prayer, an energy began to surface a desire to write and speak.  What 

is this connection between praying together and finding our voice?  Have you ever    

wondered how some of the movers and shakers of spirituality – like Thomas Merton, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Mahatma 

Gandhi, Dali Lama, Thich Nhat Hanh and others – have deeply impacted influential people of history?   They were   

people who pondered God’s mighty wonders and found a voice.  Two Quaker sisters taught me this insight.    
 

Sue Monk Kidd wrote a potent story called “The Invention of Wings” that is centered on four powerful women; 

Sarah and Angelina Grimke (sisters) and Handful with her mother Charlotte.   When you google the Grimke sisters you 

will see they were the first women advocates of abolition and women’s rights.  They grew up on the Grimke plantation 

and saw firsthand how slavery dehumanized people.  Handful and Charlotte were slaves on the Grimke plantation. 
    
Let me share two tidbits of the book with you.  In a letter between the Grimke sisters one lifts and supports the 

other by saying: “Be consoled in knowing the world depends upon the small beating in your heart.” * The inspiration to 

write about the Grimke sisters was a quote by Professor Julius Lester: “History is not just facts and events.  History is 

also a pain in the heart and we repeat history until we are able to make another’s pain in the heart our own.” **  
 

The story unfolds in such a way that two people refuse to repeat history because of that pain in their heart.     

Before entering the sweat lodge, we said in Lakota, “Mitahuye Oyasin” which means “all my relations.”  The meaning 

behind the greeting is that we are all related.  It was a prayer of oneness and harmony with all forms of life with whom 

we share kinship in the circle of life.  The sweat is suffering in prayer so that those in our prayers suffer less.   
 

Could it be that when we step into God’s flow of energy our hearts joined together begin to yearn – like a pain 

in the heart that all may be one?  I believe we find our wings in prayer and a voice to communicate God’s love to      

another.  Dare I say, may all of you discover that pain in the heart as we enter the New Year!  

The world depends upon the small beating in your heart this year, 

Pastor Mark 

 

*Sue Monk Kidd, The Invention of Wings (Viking Penguin: Sue Monk Kidd, Inc. New York ©2014) p. 295. 

**P.369 
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Thank You… 

 
-Marcia McMullen, Sue Frish, Betty Rahn, Dianne 

Patrick, Karen Decker, Sharon Bradish, Sally Price, 

and Linda Brumm for helping assemble the Decem-

ber Newsletter. 
 

-Eugene & Bev O’Brion for the Christmas Tree in 

the Sanctuary. 

-To the following people who ordered Poinsettia 

Plants; 

Connie Frey, Jan Boelte, Sue Frish,  

Emogene Johnson, Pastor  Mark, DeAnn Gaska,  

Retta Kurth, Paul Bergum 

 

-To the families and people who rang bell for the 

Salvation Army both Saturday, November 24 and 

Friday, December 14. 

-Gene Boelte, Rod Patrick, Jim Schieble and Denny 

Langfeldt for putting up the Christmas trees. 

-The Confirmation youth/parents for decorating the 

Christmas trees. 

 

 
 

Intercessory Prayer Changes 
 

Beginning in October, intercessory prayer will be 

offered at services where communion is held in-

stead of every Sunday at the 8 a.m. service. The 

prayer leader will be  located on the front center 

pew when communion is offered by kneeling at the 

rail. When communion is by intinction, the leader 

will be at east end of the communion rail. The lead-

er group composed of Joyce Lienke, Betsy Wood-

ward, Al Strohschein, DeAnn Gaska, Jim Schieble 

and Jeanne Miller welcomes others to join the min-

istry. Al is the convener and Pastor Mark is provid-

ing spiritual guidance. If interested in helping, 

please talk to Al or Pastor Mark. 

NEW BABY 
 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Linda & Todd Brumm, they  

welcome a new grandson, Brady Owen Brumm, 

born at Columbus Hospital on Saturday, December 

8am. Parents are Leaf Anthony and Colin Brumm. 

PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

 

December 2, 2018 

Lilly Lynn Weigen 

Parents 

Eric Weigen & Jamie Knudson 

 

 

COLORING 
 

Need time to relax, and have anxiety 

and stress levels lowered?  

 

Turn any negativity into  

positivity. 

 

Exercise different parts of the brain. 

These are the benefits of coloring.  Come out and 

join us on Monday’s starting at 1:00pm in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  We call the group “Coloring With 

Sandy”.  Sandy Schieble started this group over two 

years ago.  And we are still going strong.  We 

would love to see you. 

January 2019 
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Lenten Devotional Book 

I Love to Tell the Story 

 

We had so many compliments on the incredible storytellers at 

Faith that we are offering the second edition of Lenten Devo-

tions, 2019.  

 

During the first three weeks of January you will see a sign-up 

board for the 40 Days of Lent.  Each devotion can be 300-400 

words with a picture.  We are calling the devotional book: I Love to Tell the Story, highlighting our favorite bi-

ble stories.   

 

Part of the renewal process this past year included finding a Bible story that deeply connects with Faith Luther-

an.  We believe that story matters and were invited to participate in a conversation that centers on the one bibli-

cal story that we identify for ourselves as our defining story. For the past four months we have discovered and 

explored four stories.  

 

The Mustard Seed (Chapter 17 in Matthew and Luke) 

Story of Ruth (Book of Ruth) 

Walls of Jericho Coming Down (Joshua 6) 

Conversion of Lydia (Acts 16) 

 

What we noticed is that we are part and parcel of all four stories and decided to preach and worship around 

these stories the first four weeks of the year, leading up to our Annual Meeting.  Throughout the process of 

naming and exploring these stories we are asking questions about our own stories as a congregation and a com-

munity. The hope is that extensive engagement with our chosen passage(s) will help us form our identity as a 

missional community, to deepen our practice of faith, and to live out our specific vocation as a called and sent 

community of disciples.   

 

We will have the 40 days of Lent plus Holy Week (47 days) to highlight the favorite stories in our congrega-

tion.  Each devotion may include a verse from the story, your connection to the story, a short sentence prayer 

and a picture.  We are setting February 15th as our submission deadline, so that we can edit and piece together a 

quality book for every family in the congregation.   

 

This gift will be a gift that will keep on giving through the season of Lent as we tell the old, old story of Jesus 

and his love.   
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THE RED  

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 

 

For our JANUARY 2019  
selection we are reading “Bad Girls of the Bible and 
what We Can Learn From Them”  our hostess is 
Joanne Sampson. New members are  always      
welcome to join us.  

 

ELCA “Good Gifts” 

The spare change container 

is in the Narthex, within the 

goose decoy.  The mission 

for your spare pennies, 

nickels and dimes is the 

ELCA “Good Gifts” pro-

gram.  This year the flock is up to 210 chickens!  Our 

few extra coins are turned into food and livelihood for 

people in need, world-wide.  Thank you. 

 

Jesus, Fact or Fiction? 

Faith Minds – a place to ask questions about our 

faith together in grace 

Sunday evenings in January, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 

Faith 

Have you ever said something like any of the state-

ments below? Or heard a friend or family member 

say something similar? 

 I believe spiritual truth is relative and decided by 

each person. 

 I question whether God exists. 

 Can anyone know whether the Bible is true? 

 I believe in God but I’m not sure about Jesus. 

What happens when I die? 

Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidat-

ed, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always 

be ready to make your defense to anyone who de-

mands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 1 Peter 

3:14-16 (NRV) 

Dennis Langfeldt and Jim Schieble invite you and 

any other person you wish to invite to hear some ex-

pert (not us) responses to questions many have about 

the Christian faith, to share personal insights from 

our own faith journeys and to prayerfully encourage 

each other.  

January 2019 

FAITH’S ANNUAL MEETING 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 at 9:15  

After the 8:00am service.  

Only one service today and NO 

Sunday School 

December’s Scroll Circle Meeting and Lunch 
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January 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

01/05 Tim & Amanda Hole    9 Years 

01/30 John & Anola Popp  56 Years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

01/01 Skyler Peterson 

01/02 Gloria Spaete 

01/03 Mark McNamee, Madison O’Brion,  

 Isaac Olson, Karter Lauer 

01/04 Graham Fagerburg 

01/05 Tina Miller 

01/06 Augustus Tadych, Lester Small 

01/07 Ashley Cooper, Logan Marshall 

01/08 Bev O’Brion 

01/09 Casey Nickerson, Adrian Morter 

01/10 Ariel Baeseman 

01/12 Judy Rubert, Carolyn Gorman,  

 Bonnie Adam 

01/13 Jami Severson, Dustin Miller,  

 Owen Deprey 

01/14 Heidi Agnew 

01/15 Mitchel Steiner, Skyler Steiner,  

 Merlyn Lienke, Molly Kahl 

01/16 Dylan Foulkes 

01/17 Jay Miesfeld, Hudson Dykema 

01/18 Gary Selje 

01/20 Julia Murray, Dominic Etter, Peggy Petersen 

01/21 Janice Boelte, Ariana Stark 

01/22 Connie Frey, Brian Dauman,   

 John Baseman, Tom Mitchell 

01/23 Jean Paul 

01/24 Cathy Elling 

01/25 Avery Jacobs 

01/28 Paul Larson, Emma Severson, Sienna Sell, 

 Matthew Salzman 

01/29 Jenny Anthon 

01/30 Porter Taylor 

01/31 Craig Rohrbeck, Brooke Goering 

JANUARY 
       

 

 

 

2 Oliver Setz 

3 Taya Kurth  

4 Kalab Kohl, Matthew Kohl 

      6 Sophie Gille, Breanna Kelly, Bennett Emler 

      7 Kevin Watrud 

     8 Linda Huebner, Dwane Talg, April Abufares 

    10 Hailey Hole 

    11 Natalie Severson 

    12 John Popp 

    13 Claire Westlake, Betsy Woodward 

    15 Gunner Steers, Jackie Price, Melody Tadych 

 Harlow Kuck, Leo Kuck, Nahla Kuck 

    18 Skye Farr, Lynne Dhein 

    21 Graham Lauer 

    22 John Baeseman, Alex Zahn,      

    26 Megan Ferrera, Derek Berget 

    28 Trevor Miller, Ryan Hasey, Connor Kelm 

    29 Leonardo Gonzalez 

    30 Mitchell Klug 

    31 Sarah Hoene 

 

Cliff Destree, Brenda Hochstatter, Cary Hochstatter,  

January 2019 
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January 2019 

Note: An additional $3,000 loan from Parsonage Proceeds Fund to cover current expenses is part of the November 

revenue total. 


