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                          December 2018 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Pastor Lisa’s “open”:  

nelsonkoksy@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Mark’s “open” 

pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor 

608-873-0794 
 

Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor 

608-345-1541 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  

Administrative Assistant 

920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 

920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 

Treasurer 

920-992-3485 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-623-0436 

President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 

V. President 

 

Marilon Krebs    608-516-2934  

Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble         920-763-3433 

Treasurer 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Roger Hasz          920-219-1321 
 

Kase Tadych 
 

Melissa Jacobs 
 

Liz Mitchell 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 To support the congregation financially. 
 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

tion of things not seen. 

                                          Hebrews  11:1 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.or
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The Longest Night 

 
We are offering an evening Advent liturgy for December.  It is called  

“The Longest Night” and this new ecumenical offering falls on Fri-

day, December 21 at 7 p.m.  The worship and prayer teams have 

been preparing the groundwork for this service.   

 

What is The Longest Night worship service, you ask?  It is a liturgy 

held on the longest night of the year and it provides an opportunity 

for lamenting and healing during a time that, let’s face it, is just hard 

for some of us.  Christmas can be a painful time for some.  It may be 

the first Christmas after a big life change: a lost job, a broken rela-

tionship, a wearisome illness, a recent death—or perhaps it is simply a time that has always been difficult.  The 

blessing of this worship service is the timing--positioned between Thanksgiving and Christmas festivities.   

 

The constant refrain on TV and radio focuses on the happiness of the season and getting together with family 

and friends, but it reminds some people of what they have lost or never had.   We long for the space and time 

to acknowledge our sadness and concern, and to know that we are not alone. 

For these reasons, Faith is partnering with other congregations and the funeral homes to offer the Columbus 

and Fall River area a special “Longest Night” service.  You are invited to come bringing all your transitions to 

the manger where we will hear scripture read and sung and feel the touch of healing, while recognizing that 

God’s presence is for those who mourn, and that God’s Word comes to shine light into our darkness.   

 

This service is filled with light and hope.  Upon arrival you will be invited to write the name of the person or 

transitional situation on a strip of cloth and hold that concern in prayer.  There will be no limit to the number 

of people you can remember in this way.  Then each person will be invited to place these swaddling clothes in 

the cradle when the Christ Candle is lit.  This reminds us of God coming down  

December 2018 

Lord we thank you that whenever we  

discover ourselves 

in your presence, 

our lives are transformed! 

May your gatherings around the 

 Christ Child 

                      be transforming! 

                  You are loved, 
Pastor Mark Petersen, Pastor Lisa Nelson, 

Lisa Weisensel, & Chris Hilbrich 
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HEALING SERVICES  

 
On December 30 after the 

second service at 11:45 

am are offering a healing 

service.  This service lasts 

about 20 minutes.   

At every communion ser-

vice at Faith we have one of our intercessors in the 

front pew wrapped in a prayer shawl for anyone in 

need of prayers for healing, the laying on of hands 

and anointing for those feeling the need for whole-

ness or rest-oration in their dis-ease. All are wel-

come! 

 

 

Holy Currencies: Part 2 – Currency 

of Truth 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heav’nly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

Our second currency 

for sustainable    

missional ministry at 

Faith is TRUTH.  

You are beginning to 

realize that money is 

not the only currency 

at work in our con-

gregation.  This 

month we highlight 

how important it is 

that we are a      

community that keeps truth flowing in our ministry 

together.     

In the book “Holy Currencies, Eric Law looking at 

society proposes that the dominant truth writes the 

history books, subversive truth (or truths) are often 

voiceless, but not unimportant. * 

 

Compiling “Divine” truth requires some work: 

1)      Raise the self-esteem of the powerless 

2)      Listen to the truth of the powerless first 

3)      Divine truth is global truth 

4)      Exposes system of oppression 

5)      Divine truth= divine judgement 

6)      Ultimately, restores the community 

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “Differences are not 

intended to separate, to alienate.  We are different   

precisely in order to realize our need for one another.”  

In order for a congregation to discern the truth, it needs 

to take into account the different perspectives even 

when they are opposite or contrary to one another. 

This takes courage to offer truths that might hurt, and 

not watering them down.  One little example came 

when I had lunch with a member of my family, who 

lovingly told me the truth regarding the feelings and 

needs of another family member.  This truth is messy 

and at times complex; it would take far more space for 

me to explain.  Yet, truth is different with those who 

hold power and with those who are powerless; this is 

why it is so important to find ways to hear all sides. 

The Hebrew word translated as “truth,” emet, is   

composed of three letters,  אalaph,  מmem, and  תtav—

the first, middle and last letters of the Hebrew alpha-

bet.  The composition of the word may signify that in 

order to discern the truth, one must know the           

beginning, middle and end of the event. ** There is no 

half-truth and we cannot take one moment, one      

feeling, or one perspective and call that the truth.  We 

need it all beginning to end.   

 

You see the currency of truth is at the heart of        

missional ministry.  Truth allows church people to be 

authentically themselves.  It is through the truthful and 

authentic encounter of each other that relationships are 

built.   

 

Listening to our history over the past few years, I    

believe that you allowed this currency to flow when 

you spent quality time listening to all sides of the     

sexuality discussions.  If we consistently represent a 

place where “truth” can be discerned, people in the 

community will come, knowing their experiences and 

perspectives are valued.  Truth at least for my story is 

a hope for reconciliation, constructive resolution and 

wellness.  But getting there is still messy and at times 

complex.   

 

Truthfully, 

Pastor Mark 

 

 *Eric Law, Holy Currencies, (St. Louis, MO Chalice 

Press, ©2013) p. 45 

** Ibid., p.44 
 

December 2018 
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Thank You... 
-Marcia McMullen, Sue Frish, Betty Rahn, Dianne 

Patrick & Karen Deccker for helping assemble the 

November Newsletter. 
 

Intercessory Prayer Changes 
 

Beginning in October, intercessory prayer will be 

offered at services where communion is held in-

stead of every Sunday at the 8 a.m. service. The 

prayer leader will be  located on the front center 

pew when communion is offered by kneeling at the 

rail. When communion is by intinction, the leader 

will be at east end of the communion rail. The lead-

er group composed of Joyce Lienke, Betsy Wood-

ward, Al Strohschein, DeAnn Gaska, Jim Schieble 

and Jeanne Miller welcomes others to join the min-

istry. Al is the convener and Pastor Mark is provid-

ing spiritual guidance. If interested in helping, 

please talk to Al or Pastor Mark. 

COLORING 
 

Need time to relax, and have   anxiety 

and stress levels lowered?  

 

Turn any negativity into  

positivity. 

 

Exercise different parts of the brain. 

These are the benefits of coloring.  Come out and 

join us on Monday’s starting at 1:00pm in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  We call the group “Coloring With 

Sandy”.  Sandy Schieble started this group over two 

years ago.  And we are still going strong.  We 

would love to see you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday, December 16 

10:30am Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 23 

Choir Cantata 

8:00am & 10:30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, December 24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Candlelight Services/HC 

4:00pm, 7:00pm and 11:00pm 

Communion at all services. 

 

 

 

December 2018 
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SALVATION ARMY BELL 

RINGING 

Faith will be ringing bells for the     

Salvation Army again this year.  The 

next date is Friday, December 14,  AT 

PICK ‘N SAVE.  The sign-up sheets are in the    

Narthex. 

 

FOOD PANTRY  January 2019 is the month that 

Faith will be helping at the Food Pantry.  There is a 

sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  We need two helpers 

per-day, plus the lead person.  

The annual Christmas Memory Making 

Event will be on Friday,  December 7th from 

6-8 p.m.  Join us for chili and hot dogs, crafts 

and cookies. This is a great event for   people 

of all ages: bring your  children, your grand-

children, or just yourself and enjoy the memo-

ries! You can sign up to attend and/or volun-

teer to bring food on the sign up sheet in the 

narthex. If you’d like to lead a craft, contact 

Pastor Lisa at:  nelsonkosky@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT SIGNING - 
Our annual signing of our Membership    

Covenant is Sunday, December 2nd.  Faith’s 

constitution requires the annual signing of 

the covenant in order for you to maintain your 

membership at Faith Lutheran Church. If you 

were not able to be present on December 2, 

the 2019 Covenant will be out in the narthex 

of the church until the end of December.  For 

those having young adults away from home 

who wish to retain their membership at Faith, 

Christmas is good times for them to sign. 

GIFTING THAT GIVES BACK 

 

Find gifts for everyone on your list while raising 

funds for our organization with the holiday gift guide. 

Shop gift cards from over 750 top brands, including 

Best Buy, Amazon, Nordstrom, The Home Depot and 

more. Whether you buy the gift cards to give as pre-

sents to family and friends, or to use them to buy your 

gifts—Faith Lutheran Church earns with every gift 

card purchased. It’s simple, it’s thoughtful and it’s 

truly the gift that keeps on giving.  

 

Shop the gift guide at ShopWithScrip.com/

GiftGuide or visit the Scrip area in the Fellowship 

hall to get your hands on one. 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

OCTOBER 2018 
 

Pastor Lisa's report: 

 Kindergartners will receive Bibles 

 Triangle Ministry and Hephatha serving options 

coming up 

 Christmas Memory event will be December 7 

 Will serve as synod council liaison to Lutheran 

Campus Ministry  

 

Pastor Mark's report: 

 Thanksgiving ecumenical service will be at Faith 

 Staff evaluations happening 

 $3000 gift to Caribbean Synod from Endowment 

Committee sent 

 Covenant signing on December 1-2 

 Pathways to Generosity and Fall Stewardship pro-

gressing 

QUILTERS AND CRAFTERS 

 Come join us for two days of fellowship to 

work on your projects on Sunday, December 

9 and Monday, December 10. We work on 

Sunday from 12:00-8:00PM and again on 

Monday from 8:30 to 8:00PM.   

December 2018 

mailto:nelsonkosky@gmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6680
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Choose gift cards from over 750 brands you’re already shopping, including Best Buy, Amazon, Nordstrom, The 

Home Depot and many more. Whether you buy the gift cards to give as presents to family and friends or use them 

to buy your gifts, your order immediately raises funds for Faith Lutheran Church. Share the giftspiration with        

others—the more people that order, the more we earn. 

Shop the gift guide at ShopWithScrip.com/GiftGuide 

How to order: 

If you’re new to buying gift cards, see Troy Tadych for specific ordering details or visit the scrip area in the 

Fellowship Hall. Contact information listed below. 

If you’ve ordered gift cards before, please follow our regular ordering process. 

Faith Lutheran Church’s coordinator: 

Name: Troy Tadych 

Email: troy@tadych.us 

Phone: 608.206.0853 

Faith Lutheran earns with 

every gift card purchased 

December 2018 
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ELCA “Good Gifts” 

The spare change con-

tainer is in the Narthex, 

within the goose de-

coy.  The mission for your 

spare pennies, nickels and 

dimes is the ELCA “Good 

Gifts” program.  This year the flock is up to 210 

chickens!  Our few extra coins are turned into food 

and livelihood for people in need, world-wide.  Thank 

you. 

JESUS, FACT OR FICTION? 

 

Have you ever said something like any of the      

statements below? Or heard a friend or family     

member say something similar? 

 

 I believe spiritual truth is relative and decided by 

each person. 

 I question whether God exists. 

 Can anyone know whether the Bible is true? 

 I believe in God but I’m not sure about Jesus. 

 What happens when I die? 

 

Do not fear what they fear, and do not be               

intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as 

Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to      

anyone who demands from you an accounting for the 

hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and   

reverence. 1 Peter 3:14-16 (NRV) 

 

Dennis Langfeldt and Jim Schieble invite you and 

any other person you wish to invite to hear some   

expert (not us) responses to questions many have 

about the Christian faith, to share personal insights 

from our own faith journeys and to prayerfully      

encourage each other. Watch for the sign-up sheet on 

the narthex table.  

THANK YOU 

 

A great big THANK YOU to every 

one of you that helped make the 

Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser       

another success for Faith Lutheran 

Church.  We    seated approximately 200+ people, 

and 225+ carryout dinners were purchased as well.  

The net proceeds after all bills were paid was $2,822. 

Thank you so much to Michelle Hoffman for        

continuing to take on this task and doing such a great 

job!  One-half of the total proceeds will be going into 

the general fund, with the remaining half being      

distributed to the organ fund, mission support, youth 

group, and the Chris Kyle FROG Foundation.  A 

most sincere thank you to Paul & Barb Bergum for 

the beautiful floral arrangements; the Stark Family, 

Sue Frish, Betsy Woodward, Pastor Mark, Brian & 

Nancy Patrick, Dan Watrud, Todd & Linda Brumm 

and Lois, Chris Hilbrich, Todd Morris, Glenn Andler, 

Scott Mathwich, Anna Miller, Pat Schellin, Jim 

Schieble, Kathy Elling; the bread people that showed 

up after a call for help; and the very hard-working 

youth this year.   Also thank you church members for 

the dessert donations, the clean-up crew, and all those 

that worked in any other capacity.  Our blessings are 

great when we work together – we prove that over 

and over again. 

GIVING TREE 

Once again, the Giving Tree is in 

the  narthex decorated with  names 

and gift suggestions/ideas for cli-

ents who receive assistance from 

Lutheran Social  Services 

(LSS).  Please take an ornament or 

two and purchase a gift (s)($25 limit) for your spe-

cial person. We ask that you PLEASE SIGN YOUR 

NAME AND PHONE NUMBER on the sign up 

sheet that corresponds with the tag  number on the 

ornament .  We also ask that you wrap your gift(s), 

attach the ornament to the gift(s) and place under 

the tree by Sunday, December 9, thus giving time 

to deliver the gifts to LSS in Beaver Dam and time 

for them to sort and distribute them to your special 

person.  
 

Beth Simons and DeAnn Gaska 

December 2018 
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SPAGHETTI SUPPER AND PUMKIN PATCH RAFFEL  

December 2018 
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December 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

12/09 Dennis & Karen DeNure  41 

12/19 Glenn & Karin Westlake  20 

12/26 Paul & Barb Bergum   43 

12/27 John & Retta Kurth   49 

12/29 Todd & Bridget Morris  24 

 

Patsy Braker, Susie Krakow, Marilon Krebs,        

Toni Peterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/01 Jackie Price, Tiffany Niehoff,  

 Logan Wescott, Bay Peterson 

12/03 Leo Kuck 

12/04 Pat Sullivan 

12/05 Bruce Miller 

12/06 Bob Jansen 

12/07 Chris Penzotti 

12/08 Betsy Woodward 

12/09 John Popp, Colin Emler,   

 Andrew Hoffmann 

12/10 Mark Adam 

12/11 Andrew Peterson 

12/12 Brenda Hochstatter, Lydia Agnew 

12/13 David Severson, Brooks Gille 

12/14 Cary Hochstatter, Corbin Hynes 

12/15 Roxanne Ayer, Yvonne Cass,  

 Jeannie Ritchie, Jason Edwards 

12/16 Anna Miller 

12/17 Alex Zahn 

12/18 Nickolas Cass, Ana Tjugum,   

 Samantha Hoffmann 

12/19 Melody Tadych 

12/20 Toni Fox 

12/21 Barb Bergum, Drake Berget 

12/22 Lisa Weisensel, Ryan Hasey, Jack Roelke 

12/23 Deborah Severson 

12/25 Michele Dauman, Jamie Price 

12/27 Terry Nordal, Corbin Scheeler 

12/28 Joycelyn Lienke, Jessie Miesfeld,  

 Aarika Tjugum 

12/29 Cliff Destree 

12/30 Jan Zahn, Yvonne Tjugum, Ben Destree 

12/31 Nahla Kuck 

DECEMBER 
   

 

 

 

    1 Jill Pohlmeier, Oscar Setz, Lilylyn Loecher 

    2 Cathy Haseman 

  3 Luke Kahl 

  4 Anna Rupp, Ben Destree, Deanna Herrick,     
 Kubly Kaminski, Sara Deminsky 

   5 Gavin Price 

    6 Ryan Huebner, Heather Schultz 

    7 Jayce Pavloski,  Kaylee Price, Zoe Shephard, 
 Adelaide Udler 

    10 Abby Seibt, Cora Seibt,  Andy O’Brion 

 Jessica Cashmore 

    12 Judy Kaland 

    13 Tiffany Niehoff, Natalie Cass 

    14 Garrett Campbell 

    15 Elizabeth Morris, Rowdy Seibt,  Eric Mathwich 

 Wendy Watrud 

    19 Glenn Andler, Maizie Anthon 

    20 Alana Schuster 

    21 Ben Kohl 

    24 Mark Adam 

 MaKayla Mitchell 

    27 Tim Mathwich 

    29 Joseph Morris, Luanne Miller, Joyce Abegglen 

     30 Debra Meister  
 

Vance Berget, Michael Hansen,  Zachary Rohrbeck, 

Travis Schultz, Gloria Spaete  

December 2018 
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Note:  An additional $3,000 loan from Parsonage Proceeds Fund to cover current expenses is 

part of the October revenue total. 

 

 

Dated:10/30/18 Prepared by Jim Schieble, Treasurer

Total General 

Account Offerings 

and Donations

Simply Giving 

portion of total
% Simply Giving

January $15,549 $4,060 26% 2014 $72,586

February $15,333 $3,760 25% 2015 $74,001

March $18,746 $3,855 21% 2016 $76,759

April $20,767 $3,705 18% 2017 $74,906

Trimester 1 $70,394 $15,380 22% Trend $76,992

May $16,596 $2,680 16% 2014 $70,240

June $16,201 $3,720 23% 2015 $71,611

July $22,070 $4,015 18% 2016 $74,935

August $20,732 $3,810 18% 2017 $67,611

Trimester 2 $75,599 $14,225 19% Trend $69,959

September $21,604 $3,775 17% 2014 $82,237

October $21,258 $3,720 17% 2015 $85,401

November 2016 $87,627

December 2017 $89,350

Trimester 3 $42,862 $7,495 17% Trend $92,045

YTD total $188,856 $37,100 20%

General Account Expenditures by Categories in Treasurer's Report

Mission Pastoral Support Staff Support Operations Total

Jan $1,908 $12,333 $3,930 $3,786 $21,957

Feb $1,908 $12,131 $3,631 $4,138 $21,807

Mar $1,908 $12,347 $3,830 $8,463 $26,548

Apr $1,908 $12,014 $3,730 $5,168 $22,821

May $1,908 $12,690 $3,930 $1,856 $20,384

Jun $1,908 $11,852 $3,730 $3,310 $20,801

Jul $1,908 $5,912 $3,830 $5,087 $16,737

Aug $1,908 $12,194 $3,930 $2,799 $20,832

Sep $1,908 $12,046 $3,631 $4,036 $21,622

Oct $1,908 $11,510 $4,004 $4,357 $21,779

Nov $0

Dec $0

TOTALS $19,083 $115,031 $38,175 $42,998 $215,287

Operations combines Worship Programs + Education + Administration  + Operations + Misc

Faith Lutheran Church - Financial Dashboard - 2018

Trimester Giving history

December 2018 


