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Worshiping God: You can meet God in many places but
be sure to include worship with other Christians. Together
we can praise God, support one another, and receive the
good news of God’s love for us and the world in Jesus
Christ.
Learning and growing in the faith: We teach children in
Sunday School and Confirmation. We have Bible classes
and Holy Communion classes for children, but why stop
there? Let’s find ways to learn and grow together as
adults.
Serving the world: Members of Faith served a meal at
Hephetha Lutheran in Milwaukee and a meal at Triangle
Community Ministry in Madison. This August, we served
lunch to Columbus area children. Every time we serve
meals, we are met with appreciation and gratitude. And
we meet Jesus! Each person we reach out to is Jesus, for
Jesus says, “I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty,
and you gave me something to drink.”
We’ve signed up to serve at Triangle Ministry again on
Dec 10. We meet there at 4 p.m. and are done before 7. I
encourage families to join us. The holidays are a great
time to teach children to give back.
Please talk to or email me if you have any questions.
nelsonkosky@gmail.com.

Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Pastor Mark’s “open”
pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org
Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org
Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor
608-873-0794
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-345-1541
Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910
Christine Hilbrich,
Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to
Treasurer
920-992-3485
CHURCH COUNCIL
Henry Elling
President

920-623-0436

Pat Sullivan
V. President

920-484-3545

Marilon Krebs
Secretary

608-516-2934

Jim Schieble
Treasurer

920-763-3433

Pia Penzotti

920-623-3650

Roger Hasz

920-219-1321

Kase Tadych
Melissa Jacobs
Liz Mitchell
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Pathways to Generosity!
I am noticing some very generous people lately, not only in
time and gifts but also offerings to fuel the ministry of Faith
Lutheran. My curiosity has me asking them:




Who taught you to be generous?
What motivates you to share your gifts with this
congregation?
Do you think sharing and living our faith stories helps
grow generosity? Is it contagious?

What I am hearing is that generosity was caught from a beloved spouse, father or mother, a grandparent,
a faithful mentor, and a host of life experiences. My story is about two little boys snooping around the house
on one of those first occasions of being left home alone. Entering those places normally considered off-limits,
I encountered the china cupboard drawer filled with four open offering envelops. They were not sealed and all
we said was: “Wow that’s a lot of money!”
Joel and I had not encountered that amount of money anywhere in our home. Snooping around we stumbled upon their generosity that was set aside at the beginning of every month as first fruits; when dad received
his check from Grace Lutheran. I always thought dad was the key to our family generosity, since he was the
pastor and needed to model it. But after dad died and I helped my mom with her finances. What I learned surprised me, she was the generous one.
In the fall of 2013 (Shortly after dad died) mom was talking to me on the phone about first fruits giving
that included completing their yearly pledge, writing a check for the final payment of a three-year building
program, and securing all her legacy gifts to the ELCA, Kathy’s Hospice, World Mission and then each of the
children and grandchildren – in that order. Then mom said, “You know, Mark, for Christmas instead of giving
Christmas gifts to all of you – what do you think about lumping that all together and giving Pastor Matt a gift
toward his sabbatical? You remember how much dad wanted him to have one?” My mom is one who has gifted me with a legacy of generosity. Joel and I stumbled on a giving practice that we now model with our families. It is the first gift of the week.
Talking to a member of our congregation who recently faced cancer, I uncovered a generosity of gratefulness; thankful for friends and co-workers who walked with her through a tough time. Now she simply wants
to express her love to God – giving back through the ministry of Faith. We begin with generations of generosity and it morphs into stories to tell and gifts to share!
You will be receiving an invitation this month to a World Café* to be held at Faith later in the fall. We
want to hear your stories of generosity because we believe that God is generous, and God created us to generous. You see we all have stories to tell and gifts to share.
I am excited to hear your stories of generosity!
Pastor Mark
* The World Café is a creative process for facilitating collaborative dialogue and the sharing of knowledge
and ideas to create a living network of conversation and action.
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RENEWAL PROCESS
Year Two – Discerning, Managing Assets,
and Listening for God’s Voice

It is hard to believe that the first year of the renewal process is completed and
we begin the second year together. Our first year included relationship building with spiritual renewal through
cottage meetings, establishing a renewal team, practicing sacred rhythms in small groups, creating a devotional book, and lots of storytelling!
Time has flown for us and together we have accomplished a lot! There is one task from year one that
remains--identifying our congregational story within God’s story. We believe stories matter! So, what biblical story best captures Faith Lutheran Church? What story in God’s story captures who we are and who God
is calling us to become? As we begin a phase of Discovering our Gifts and exploring Pathways to Generosity,
we will spend time until the end of year discerning what biblical story best fits our identity and mission. So
far some of our council members have suggested the Story of Ruth and the Walls of Jericho coming down.
We will take our time to find our story in God’s story. What story do you connect with as you participate at
Faith?
Year Two will be building on the spiritual resources we have been focusing on by discerning what resources are in the congregation and how they can best be used to further the gospel message in this time and
place, as well as stewardship of these gifts. We are working with The Pathways to Generosity Conference materials that are filled with renewal and thought-provoking directions for our congregation. We are proposing
and encouraging a year-round stewardship program.
Some of the rhythms we established this past year will continue. This includes Dwelling in the Word,
planning another devotional book series and small group development. Each of our meetings in the congregation will continue to open with prayer and some sacred rhythm.
The other main movement in year two will be asking the question “Where is God calling us to go?”
This is the year that we start relating our capacity and resources with the call of God. We will be figuring out
how to discern God’s voice amid all the voices that are out there, and then what it means to step forward in
faith.
This fall we are going to explore generosity at a World Café (The World Café was introduced in the
fall of 2017) and discover the many gifts God has blessed this congregation through “Speed Gifting” (It is
kind of like “speed dating”). There will be a Sunday service dedicated to assets where everyone who attends
worship will be sharing their assets and gifts in a creative way.
It is our hope and prayer that all us will be able to be a part of a small group sharing our gifts, while
making an impact on the ministry of Faith in the future.
Your Renewal Team,
Joanne Sampson
Lynn Dhein
Libby Gilbertson
Erica Minkevicius

Carl Simons
Michelle Hoffman
Lucas Simons
Mark Petersen—Renewal Pastor
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Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld

Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Summary
August 14, 2018

Our new bishop was elected May 6 to serve a sixyear term as bishop of the South- Central Synod of
Wisconsin, ELCA. Prior to becoming bishop,
Thomas-Breitfeld served as an intentional interim
pastor for Atonement Lutheran Church in Beloit and
has also served as pastor of several congregations in
the Greater Milwaukee area.

M/S/C to support the Pathways to Generosity
program and the World Cafe at Faith concept
M/S/C to accept with regrets the resignation of
Sandy Schieble as Faith's Congregational
Recognized Ministry Partner
M/S/C to approve using funds from the Sunday
School account for the purchase of dry erase
boards for Sunday School rooms

She currently serves as the co-chair of the Task Force
on Women and Justice, ELCA; the Executive board
of the Women of the ELCA; and the South-Central
Synod of WI Racial Equity Team. She has served
communities through her work on the Ethics Committee of the Community Memorial Hospital in Menomonee Falls, the Campus Ministry Board
(Milwaukee), the City of Brookfield Police Department as a volunteer chaplain, Resident Chaplain at
St. Luke’s Hospital in Milwaukee and served as a
board member of both the YWCA and United Way
in Waukesha county.

Set September 30 as date to honor Sandy
Schieble's ministry at Faith
Pastor Lisa's ordination anniversary will be celebrated the end of October
Pastor Mark's report:
 Launched search of our congregational Bible
story
 Animal blessing for all pets on Sunday,
October 7
 All Saints Sunday November 4
 Longest Night Service--Intentional Healing
Service for Grieving Families December 9
 Recruitment of Pathways to Generosity Team
 September 1 begins second year of Renewal
process
 September 30 worship service will be done
by youth

Bishop Viviane Thomas-Breitfeld is married to the
Rev. Fred Thomas-Breitfeld, pastor of Jackson Park
Lutheran Church, Milwaukee. They have two adult
children, Leota and Sean, two son-in laws, and three
grandchildren. Bishop Thomas-Breitfeld envisions a
synod that is a model for welcoming all to God’s
table. (Taken from our synod newsletter: What
Matters. Anyone can subscribe to this newsletter at
scsw-elca.org.)

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF DRIVE
Lutheran World Relief Drive. Lutheran World Relief is helping all over the world to make lives rewarding
and fulfilled for people in places that really need our help. Please consider giving a child or an adult the gift
of education by purchasing school supplies for a School Kit. A displaced individual, the basic personal care
items by purchasing a Health Kit. There is a complete list of items needed in the September Newsletter, and
on the table in the Narthex. You may place the items in the Narthex in the box provided.
Packing day is October 9@10:00am.
Volunteer helpers are needed. Questions? Contact Reta Thies or Diane Patrick.
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THIS FALL AT FAITH


Fill the Boxes: Please put new school supplies in
the boxes in the narthex for local schools.



Sept. 5: Confirmation Orientation from 5:45 to
7:15 for PARENTS and students.
Confirmation blessing during worship for all
students and parents at 8 a.m. on Sept. 9.



Sept. 8: 9th grade retreat



Sept. 9: 8 a.m. worship followed by God’s Work
Our Hands
(Bring your yellow t shirt, and remember, there’s no
10:30 worship.)



Sept. 15: 3rd Grade Bible Classes from 9 to 10 a.m.
that Saturday and also on Sunday, Sept 16 from
9:20 to 10:20 a.m. Reception of Bibles during 10:30
worship.



Oct. 12-14: 2nd Women’s Retreat at Green Lake
Conference Center. Signup in narthex.



Oct. 28: Kindergarten Bible Class from 9:20 to
10:20. Reception of Bibles at 10:30 worship.

God’s Work Our Hands
Join us on Sept 9 for worship at 8 a.m. and God’s
Work Our Hands at 9 a.m. Sign up sheets are in the
narthex. We’ll be painting at Kiwanis Park and
scrubbing headstones at Hillside Cemetery. There
will be projects for all ages at church, including
making sleeping mats for the homeless and care
packages for the folks at Triangle Ministry. If you
have a yellow t shirt, please where it that day.
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS” – Property is seeking
help Saturday 8 AM, Sept 8, for raking mulch and staining the road sign timbers. And Sunday, Sept 9 for painting the exterior of the Fellowship Hall and seeding and
planting some former mulch areas. Please sign up in the
Narthex so we can plan. Contact Scott Mathwich if you
have any questions. Thank you.

SPAGHETTI
SUPPER

September 16: Backpack
Blessing at both services (for
adults too!)

YES! We are getting geared up for Faith’s annual

Bring your backpacks and briefcases and put them in
front of the altar before worship.

Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, October 20 AND (the
men are cooking)!!!! Included in the evening events will
again be a BAKE SALE and the famous indoor PUMPKIN PATCH BUCKET RAFFLE (for children of all ages, young and old alike). There will be more information
in the October Newsletter.

Installation of Sunday School teachers and assistants at 8
a.m. worship.

ELCA “Good Gifts”

THE RED
TENTERS’
BOOKCLUB

The spare change container
is in the Narthex, within the
goose decoy. The mission
for your spare pennies,
nickels and dimes is the
ELCA “Good Gifts” program. This year the flock is up to 100 chickens! Our
few extra coins are turned into food and livelihood for
people in need, world-wide. Thank you.

For our September2018
selection we are reading “The Elephant Whisper” by
Lawrence Anthony, the host this month is Sue
Frish. New members are always welcome to join
us.
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE UPDATES

“FILL THE BOAT”

In January of 1998, at the annual church meeting,
the congregation created the Faith Lutheran Church
Mission Endowment Fund. The purpose of the Endowment Fund is to enhance the mission outreach
of Faith Lutheran Church apart from the general
operation of the congregation; so accordingly, no
portion of the income generated by the Endowment
could be used to offset current expenses or benevolence obligations.
The plan required that the Endowment Fund would
accumulate to $150,000 before the Fund could distribute funds to mission projects. The Endowment
Fund reached that goal in 2017 and has been distributing during this year. The Foundation Board
allocated $10,000 to the following mission activities:
 $292.00 to youth ministries for the funding of
the Confirmation Class Retreat that will be
held this fall
 $1,000 to Lutheran Social Services to buy
weighted blankets for autistic children at its
church camp
 $1,000 to the Columbus Food Pantry for food
and for persons in need in the Columbus Area
 $2,000 for Young Adults in Global Missions
Program
 $750 in a gift to our partnership with Hephatha
Congregation in Milwaukee with an additional
$250 set aside for Faith sponsored dinners at
Hephatha
 $3,000 towards Hurricane relief in the Virgin
Islands
 $800 towards the Women’s Retreat that will be
held this fall at Green Lake
 $908 remains available for leadership conferences, youth ministry and learning activities.
The Endowment Committee has developed a
Grant Application Form that can be used to request funds.

Fur, Fin & Feathers will not be held this
year. The “Fill the Boat” campaign for the
Columbus-Fall River Food Pantry will continue and coincide with the Spaghetti Supper
event.
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DID
Your Church Council received a letter from Sandy Schieble indicating her desire to step aside from her responsibilities for visitation ministry here. The Council accepted this
resignation at their August 14 meeting and set aside some
time to recognize Sandy for her service to our members.
On Sunday, September 30, we will celebrate with Sandy as
she ends one part of her ministry and focuses on service
farther outside the boundaries of Faith Lutheran Church.
Please join us on Sunday, September 30, when we release
Sandy Schieble from parts of her ministry and offer encouragement for her service to others in our community.
We will have a special recognition during the 8 a.m. worship service followed by praise and thanksgiving during
the fellowship time from 9 – 10:30 a.m.

The Endowment committee has appropriated $800 to
help offset the costs of the 2nd Annual Women’s
Retreat to be held Oct 12-14 at Green Lake Conference Center. One of the categories designated for
distribution is adult education and the retreat qualifies. All who attend the retreat will be impacted by
the generosity of those who have remembered the
Endowment Committee in their giving. Please remember the Endowment Fund in your giving and the
impact it has in opportunities to grow our Faith and
our Mission in our community and our world. Thank
-you to those who began planning for this opportunity and supported the Endowment Fund over the
years. If you have not signed up for the Retreat,
please check your calendar and watch for more information.

Much of the growth in the Endowment Fund has
been as a result of growth in our investments in
the stock and bond markets.
With you continued gifts to the Endowment
Funds we can build on the achievements of this
past year. Please consider us in future gifts. For
additional information Contact a member of the
Endowment Committee.
7

August 2018

SEPTEMBER
1
3
4
7
10
11
14
15
17
18
21
22
23
25
27
28
29
30

Reta Thies, Del Yerges, Kati Kahl
Barbara Crawford
Dennis Langfeldt
Debbie Talg
Cooper Anthon, Tory Weidemann,
Isabelle Bugge
Gracia Clark, Tony Clark, Jamine Kurth,
Finnley Deminsky
Micaela Miller, Stacy Walz
Flynn Aeschlimann, Adelyn Lueloff
Landon Goering
Sarah Rowe
Ben Van Horn
Bailey Raether
Jadeson Hall
Beth Klossner
Diane Dhein, Russell Rahn
Eli Goering
McKenzye Bruss
Chloe Braker-Robbins
Georgia Eisenreich, Stephanie Dykstra

09/01 Betty Baxter, Ivan Thies
09/02 Ashley Hegge
09/03 Ron Huebner, Susan Rupp, Kim Steers
Blake Luzenski, Jacob Peterson
09/04 Joshua Selje
09/05 Chris Behl, Jeramy Grossman, Dylan Hart
Harvey Roberts, Kubly Kaminski
09/06 Beth Klossner
09/07 Sydney Rohrbeck, Eden Klossner,
Mason Dykstra, Hannah Dykema
09/08 Linda Huebner, Tracey Wescott
Nevaen Schultz, Andrea Herrick,
Liam Schiesl
09/09 Joanne Sampson
09/11 Diane Dhein, Zachary Wescott,
Leverett Tadych
09/13 Shirley Andler, MasonBruss
09/14 Theresa Hein, Alan Strohschein,
Glenn Westlake, Kayla Hurckman,
Beckam Scheeler
09/16 Erik Rupp
09/17 Tracy Brozek, Skye Farr
09/18 Kali Shephard, Brandi Taylor
09/19 Jessica Cashmore, Jack Fritz
09/20 Dawn Kaminski, Riley Kaminski
09/21 Bob Gorman, Anne Herzberg
09/22 Hailey Hole
09/23 Lynne Wilken, Abigail Miller
09/24 Kimberly Rowe, Grace Kahl, Carter Hansen
09/25 Suzanne Zahn, Kimberly Breuckman,
Chloe Braker-Robbins
09/26 Erika Minkevicius, Frank Roelke II,
Luke Kahl
09/27 Eric Anthon, David Weisman, Oscar Setz,
Owen Hankins
09/28 Caitlin Bedford, Odyn Lueloff
09/29 Sue Frish, Bridget Morris, Heidi Paul

September
09/02
09/03
09/06
09/06
09/08
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/16
09/18
09/29

Jeff & Roxann Kirchberg
Nathan & Lisa Emler
Tony & Julie Clark
Lisa Nelson & Rob Kosky
David & Erin Weisman
Eric & Michelle Hoffmann
Mark & Susan Fagerburg
Duane & Elizabeth Gilbertson
Ben & Eva Van Horn
Henry & Cathy Elling
Todd & Linda Brumm

23
19
26
20
11
14
31
32
62
31
29

Stephanie Dykstra, Becky Klosowski, Sara Yuds
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Lutheran World Relief pages
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Thank You...

Interested in becoming
a part of Faith’s music
ministry?

-Dianne Patrick, Marcia McMullen, Sue Frish, Betty
Rahn, and Melody Tadych for helping assemble the
August Newsletter.

FAITH CHOIR: We lift our
voices to the Lord and so can
you! The desire to sing is the only requirement.
All adults and confirmation age youth (and older)
are welcome. We will resume rehearsals on September 5 and rehearse every Wednesday evening from 7:40-8:50 p.m. in the sanctuary. We sing
two—three Sundays a month at the 8:00 Heritage
Service. Please consider joining us.

-Property would like to thank the following members
for helping with the Narthex and Fellowship Hall
painting project: Libby Gilbertson, Cathy Elling, Pat
Hurckman, Ed & Pat Schellin, Brian Patrick, Pat &
Judy Sullivan, Lynn Dhein, Melody Tadych,
Leverett Tadych, Steve & Julie Sennhenn and Scott
Mathwich.

FAITHFUL RINGERS: What are those
delightful sounds coming from the fellowship hall
every Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. It’s the bell
choir, rehearsing their songs. After an hour
practice, a few clinks, clunks, and a good measure
of fun, we’re ready to ring every third Sunday of
the month. If you are interested in learning more,
we invite you to come September 5 and
explore becoming a ringer or substitute. (You do
not have to read music!)

2nd Annual Faith Women’s Retreat
Theme: “Listening to Your Soul”
with guest speaker, Deacon Judy Nolde

Questions may be directed to Lisa Weisensel at
920–382-1188.

October 12 – 14 at Green Lake Conference
Center
W2511 State Rd 23, Green Lake WI 54941
920-294-3323

COLORING

Schedule: Friday Ice Breaker and Intro:
Bring a picture of your refrigerator
—the side with all the pictures on it
(Or a different picture if you want.)
Saturday: Presentation and Art Project
Sunday: Wrap up and worship

Need time to relax, and have
anxiety and stress levels lowered?
Turn any negativity into
positivity.
Exercise different parts of the brain.
These are the benefits of coloring. Come
out and join us on Monday’s starting at
1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. We call the
group “Coloring With Sandy”. Sandy
Schieble started this group over two years
ago. And we are still going strong. We
would love to see you.

Cost: $196 for two nights and meals from
Saturday breakfast through Sunday lunch
Registration deadline: September 18
Make checks out to Faith LC with retreat in
memo line. Scholarships are available for any
amount of the cost, due to the generosity of
the Endowment Committee.
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The Scrip store provided $2,000. A loan of $2,000 and the annual withdrawal of $6,000 for
pastoral housing allowance was taken from the Parsonage Proceeds Fund to help cover July
expenses.
Get new insights at the next One Year to Live
Lutheran Men in Mission One Year to Live Retreat for men September 21-23, 2018
Register today – space is limited. Deadline is September 7.
MacKenzie Environmental Education Center, Poynette, WI
This retreat has been life changing for many attendees! Join with men of all ages seeking to
follow the guidance of Proverbs 27:17.
Excellent kickoff for a small group of men from the same church or neighboring churches.
For more information and to view participant testimonial videos: http://www.lutheranmen.org/
events
Call or text LMM synod leader, Jim Schieble: (920) 763-3433 with other questions.
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