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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive        Columbus, WI  53925 

                       920-623-3610 

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Pastor Lisa’s “open”:  

nelsonkoksy@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Mark’s “open” 

pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org 
 

Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor 

608-873-0794 
 

Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor 

608-834-8412 
 

Sandra Schieble, CRPM 

608-712-2910 
 

Christine Hilbrich,  

Administrative Assistant 

920-885-4741 
 

Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer 

920-484-6545 
 

Betsy Woodward, Assistant to 

Treasurer 

920-992-3485 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

Henry Elling          920-623-0436 

President 
 

Pat Sullivan           920-484-3545 

V. President 
 

Libby Gilbertson   920-946-4475 

Secretary 
 

Jim Schieble      920-763-3433 

Treasurer 
 

Amy Kary             605-659-1808 
 

Marilon Krebs       608-516-2934 
 

Pia Penzotti    920-623-3650 
 

Roger Hasz        920-219-1321 
 

Erica Patrick 

 
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

120 Faith Drive Columbus WI 53925 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America – ELCA 
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR  LISA 

 

Happy Advent: Luke 1:26ff “The Angel Gabriel was sent by God to…

Mary. And he came to her and said…, Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. And now you will conceive in your womb 

and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” 

 

Ideas for Advent: 

How many of you have your Christmas tree up? Here’s a blessing to 

pray while you put it up or afterwards. If you have children who can 

read, you can each read a sentence. 

 

Dear God,  

Like the evergreen needles of this tree, your love for us is everlasting.  

Like the lights on this tree, you are the light our darkness.  

In love you gave yourself to us in Jesus, and in love, we give gifts to 

each other.  

Bless us and this world with your peace. Amen. 

 

Start an Advent Box and put an item for the food pantry in it each 

day until you have 24 on Christmas Eve. Bring it to church and put it 

in the food pantry box in the entryway. 

 

On a different note, put a shoebox under the tree and cut some strips 

of “hay” out of construction paper. Tell your children you will put a 

piece of hay in the manger for baby Jesus every time someone does 

something kind or helpful. On Christmas, place a gift for each child in 

the box.  

 

And don’t forget to join us for our annual Christmas Memory     

Making Event at Faith on Friday, Dec 8th from 6-8. You can sign up 

in the narthex to bring food or to sign up to join us. All are welcome 

whether you bring children or not! Let Pastor Lisa know if you want to 

organize a craft table. 

 

Luke 2:6ff “While they were there, the time came for (Mary) to deliver 

her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth and laid him in a manger because there was no place 

for them in the inn.” 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               December  2017 
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Behind the Words a Taste of Love 

 

 “I love to feel where words come from” …

these words fell from a spiritual director’s mouth and 

caught my ear.  

 

   It is not the words I necessarily remember, but the 

taste of love filling the spaces between words that 

provide meaning in life around the table where we 

eat.   This taste of love makes connections we hold 

deep in the recesses of our memories.   

 

Every year around this 

time prior to Christmas, 

Detective Eric Veum 

drops off a gift of Rul-

lepølse on my doorstep; 

then leaves a note, “Your 

Christmas treat is at the 

door.  Merry Christmas!”  

Before I put it in the re-

frigerator, I unwrap the 

contents for a taste of the 

gift.  When I nibble on 

this morsel of salty 

spiced pressed meat I am transported back many 

years to an early morning taste.   

 

There I am, peering around the corner into the kitch-

en as fresh Danish rye is being pulled from the oven.  

Her apron has smudges of flour, and there it is, that 

little twinkle in her eye as she notices me.  She pulls 

out a chair and puts a pillow on it so that I can reach 

the table.  It feels good to be on the big chair almost 

eye to eye.  I don’t remember the words, but I do re-

member the taste and the feelings behind the conver-

sation, sitting next to Annie Winther, my great-

grandmother. She poured a cup of coffee for both of 

us, mine was ¾ milk and sugar and hers, black.  The 

aroma of Danish rye arouses a moment of taste while 

Nana sacramentally slices two pieces of warm bread 

and Rullepølse.  Every morning new, next to Nana 

enjoying the taste and feelings of love behind the 

words. Thank you, Detective Eric, for this morsel at 

Christmas; it draws more than words can describe.  

 

A few weeks ago, our family gathered for pictures 

along the Ice Age Trail in Lodi.  After pictures, we 

went out for fish fry at Fitz’s on the Lake. It was a 

time of laughter and celebrating the birthday of our 

                     December 2017 

youngest daughter.   

For a moment at the table my wife, Peggy, and I 

glanced over at each other with that familiar smile of 

delight noticing the love behind the words (and 

laughter) with our family gathered at the table.   

 

One-week later Pastor Lisa was handing me a piece 

of bread, saying a few words as I placed the Bread of 

Life in my mouth, noticing love in, with and under; 

reminding me that I am connected to something far 

greater than words could ever describe.   

 

I love to feel where words come from… 

 

Pastor Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lord we thank you that whenever we  
discover ourselves in your presence, our 

lives are transformed! 
 

May your gatherings around the Christ 
Child be transforming! 

You are loved, 
 

Pastor Mark, Pastor Lisa,  

Sandra Schieble, Lisa Weisensel,  

Christine Hilbrich  
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SPAHGETTI  SUPPER THANK YOU 
We would like to thank each and every one of you that helped make the Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser another 

great success for Faith Lutheran Church.  We seated 271 people and 273 carryout dinners were purchased as 

well.  The net proceeds after all bills were paid was $3,655.  This amount includes the Pumpkin Patch which 

made $338.  Thank you so much to Michelle Hoffman for continuing to take on this task and doing such a 

great job!  One-half of the total proceeds will be going into the general fund, with the remaining half being dis-

tributed to the organ fund, mission support, youth group and the Chris Kyle FROG Foundation.   

 

A most sincere thank you to Paul & Barb Bergum for the beautiful floral arrangements; the Stark Family, Lori 

Kikkert, Sue Frish, Julie Sennhenn, Betsy Woodward, Pastor Mark, Chris Hilbrich, and the Severson’s, for all 

your “extra efforts”.   And thank you church members for the dessert donations, the clean-up crew, and all 

those that worked, especially those that worked the whole night through.  Our blessings are great to be a part of 

such a wonderful church family.  God’s Blessings to you all! 

 

Jeanne & Bruce Miller 

                                                                                                                                                                               December  2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sunday, December 17 

10:30am Sunday School 

Christmas Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, December 24 

Christmas Eve Day 

4th Sunday in Advent 

9:00am service 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Candlelight Services/HC 

3:30pm, 6:00pm and 11:00pm 

Communion at all services. 

 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATES 

 

The Columbus/Fall River Food Pantry is currently     

helping over 200 families in the Columbus and Fall    

River area.  We are a volunteer organization and 100% of 

your donations go towards feeding people in our local      

communities. Please remember us during the holiday sea-

son. We are always in need of the following items:  Cere-

al, Pancake Mix, Syrup, Canned Fruit, Soup,    Crackers, 

Baked Beans, Jelly, Pasta, Rice, Spaghetti Sauce, Canned 

Meat, Mac & Cheese, Spaghettios and such, Hamburger 

Helper, Canned Vegetables - other than corn and green 

beans, and Toilet Paper.  Monetary donations may be 

sent to Old National Bank, 150 N Ludington St, Colum-

bus, WI 53925.  Non-perishable, non-expired food dona-

tions can be dropped off at Pick n Save, Sentry, the Co-

lumbus Senior Center during regular business hours, or at 

your local church.  Perishable food items such as eggs, 

bread or produce may be dropped off at the Food Pantry 

(enter through Senior Center) on Thursdays before 3:00 

pm.   

If you need assistance during the month of December, 

please call Columbus United Methodist Church at 920-

623-3625. If you have questions or are planning a food 

drive, please contact Colleen @ 920-210-6266. We are 

also looking for a few more volunteers to do stocking 

and/or bookkeeping, please contact Colleen if you can 

help. 

 

  Thank you!  
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    Council Highlights 

11-14-17 
 

 Pr. Mark opened with a study from Dwelling 

in the Word 

 

 October minutes were approved as written 

 

 Pastor Mark reviewed his report. See full re-

port posted on the council bulletin board in the 

Fellowship Hall. Mark reported that he has 

attended 12 different homes/cottage meetings 

with the final one occurring at church on 

11.19; All Saints Day was held with the read-

ing of 47 names; the stewardship letter has 

been sent out to members introducing the 

theme ‘Stories to Tell; Gifts to Share’. Joanne 

Sampson told her faith story the prior Sunday 

and Mark Fagerburg will be telling his story 

on 11.19. 

  

 Pr. Mark also reported that the nomination 

team has met to have persons nominated for 

council, the Endowment committee, a youth 

rep for council and the audit committee.   

  

 Pr. Lisa provided her report:  Tent or Treat 

went well for trick or treating. Leftover candy 

will be used for confirmation activities; Stew-

ardship details are in place including speakers 

and bulletin inserts; Christmas memory mak-

ing is schedule for Dec. 9th; Lisa updated 

council on the ‘Blessings in a Backpack’ pro-

gram 

  

 See full treasurers report on the council bulle-

tin board; Jim noted that there is an improve-

ment in offerings; 

  

 Discussed exterior siding/sound system/

flooring in fellowship hall and after much dis-

cussion, it was decided that the Property Com-

mittee should submit a 5 year capital improve-

ment project plan for the January council 

meeting in prep for the Annual Meeting later 

in January. 

 

   Libby Gilbertson 

                                                                                                                                                                                  December 2017 

The annual Christmas Memory Making 

Event will be on Friday,  December 8th from 

6-8 p.m.  Join us for chili and hot dogs, 

crafts and cookies. This is a great event for   

people of all ages: bring your  children, your 

grandchildren, or just yourself and enjoy the 

memories! You can sign up to attend and/or 

volunteer to bring food on the sign up sheet 

in the narthex. If you’d like to lead a craft, 

contact Pastor Lisa at:                                

nelsonkosky@gmail.com  

 

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT SIGNING 

- Our annual signing of our Membership  

Covenant is Sunday, December 3rd..  

Faith’s constitution requires the annual 

signing of the covenant in order for you to 

maintain your membership at Faith Lutheran 

Church. If you were not able to be present 

on December 3, the 2018 Covenant will be 

out in the narthex of the church until the end 

of December.  For those having young 

adults away from home who wish to retain 

their membership at Faith, Christmas is 

good times for them to sign. 

 

SALVATION ARMY BELL 

RINGING 

Thank you to everyone who sign-up to 

ring bells for the Salvation Army.   

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS on the   

marriage of Courtney Severson to 

Beau Becker on Wednesday           

November 29, 2017, in Montego Bay, 

Jamaica. Courtney is the daughter of 

Daryl and Jami Severson.  The couple 

resides in Slinger, Wi. 

mailto:nelsonkosky@gmail.com
http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=6680
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DECEMBER 
   

 

 

    1 Jill Pohlmeier, Oscar Setz, Lilylyn Loecher 

    2 Cathy Haseman 

  3 Luke Kahl 

  4 Anna Rupp, Ben Destree, Deanna Herrick,     
 Kubly Kaminski 

   5 Gavin Price 

    6 Ryan Huebner, Heather Schultz 

    7 Jayce Pavloski,  Kaylee Price, Zoe Shephard, 
 Adelaide Udler 

    10 Abby Seibt, Cora Seibt,  Andy O’Brion 

 Jessica Cashmore 

    11 Nina Jones 

    12 Judy Kaland 

    13 Tiffany Niehoff, Natalie Cass 

    14 Garrett Campbell 

    15 Elizabeth Morris, Rowdy Seibt,  Eric Mathwich 

 Wendy Watrud 

    19 Glenn Andler, Maizie Anthon 

    20 Alana Schuster 

    21 Ben Kohl 

    24 Mark Adam 

 MaKayla Mitchell 

    27 Tim Mathwich 

    29 Joseph Morris, Luanne Miller 

     31 Eric Frey 
 

Vance Berget, Michael Hansen, Roger Hasz, Zachary 

Rohrbeck, Travis Schultz, Gloria Spaete  

December 

Wedding  Anniversary's 

 

12/09 Dennis & Karen DeNure  40 

12/19 Glenn & Karin Westlake  19 

12/26 Paul & Barb Bergum   42 

12/27 John & Retta Kurth   48 

12/29 Todd & Bridget Morris  23 

 

Patsy Braker, Susie Krakow, Marilon Krebs,        

Toni Peterson 

                                                                                                                                                                                        December 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/01 Jackie Price, Tiffany Niehoff,  

 Logan Wescott, Bay Peterson 

12/03 Leo Kuck 

12/04 Pat Sullivan 

12/05 Bruce Miller 

12/06 Bob Jansen 

12/07 Chris Penzotti 

12/08 Betsy Woodward 

12/09 John Popp, Colin Emler,   

 Andrew Hoffmann 

12/10 Mark Adam 

12/11 Andrew Peterson 

12/12 Brenda Hochstatter, Lydia Agnew 

12/13 David Severson, Brooks Gille 

12/14 Cary Hochstatter, Taylor Jasnen,  

 Corbin Hynes 

12/15 Roxanne Ayer, Yvonne Cass,  

 Jeannie Ritchie, Jason Edwards 

12/16 Lori Kikkert, Anna Miller 

12/17 Alex Zahn 

12/18 Nickolas Cass, Ana Tjugum,   

 Samantha Hoffmann 

12/19 Melody Tadych 

12/20 Nina Jones, Toni Fox 

12/21 Barb Bergum, Drake Berget 

12/22 Lisa Weisensel, Ryan Hasey, Jack Roelke 

12/23 Deborah Severson 

12/25 Michele Dauman, Jamie Price 

12/27 Terry Nordal, Corbin Scheeler 

12/28 Joycelyn Lienke, Jessie Miesfeld,  

 Aarika Tjugum 

12/29 Cliff Destree 

12/30 Jan Zahn, Yvonne Tjugum, Ben Desree 

12/31 Nahla Kuck 
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PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

 

 

November 19, 2017 

Eloise Rose Gilbertson 

Parents 

Gabriel & Katherine Gilbertson 

Thanks to . . . 
 Dianne Patrick, Sue Frish, Diane Dehn, Karen 

Decker, Betty Rahn, for helping assemble the 

November Newsletter. 

 Paul & Barb Bergum for decorating the Sanctu-

ary for Thanksgiving. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                               December 2017 

Bulletin Sponsorship 
 

The 2018 Bulletin Sponsor sign-up sheet is on the 

table in the narthex.  If you would like to celebrate, 

memorialized or honor a person (s) or an occasion, 

you might like to sponsor worship bulletins.  The 

cost for 2018 is $30.00. 

GIVING TREE 

Once again, the Giving Tree is in 

the  narthex decorated with  names 

and gift suggestions/ideas for cli-

ents who receive assistance from 

Lutheran Social  Services 

(LSS).  Please take an ornament or 

two and purchase a gift (s)($25 limit) for your spe-

cial person. We ask that you PLEASE SIGN YOUR 

NAME AND PHONE NUMBER on the sign up 

sheet that corresponds with the tag  number on the 

ornament .  We also ask that you wrap your gift(s), 

attach the ornament to the gift(s) and place under 

the tree by Sunday, December 10, thus giving time 

to deliver the gifts to LSS in Beaver Dam and time 

for them to sort and distribute them to your special 

person.  
 

Beth Simons and DeAnn Gaska 

  A reminder that all committee  

  reports for the 2017 ANNUAL 

  REPORT are due to Chris by  

  Friday, December 29.  PLEASE 

  EMAIL YOUR REPORT TO  

faith@faithcolumbuswi.org  Tent Or Treating 

 

Fun things we do 

along  

with the Spaghetti 

Supper 
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2017 Spaghetti Supper  
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