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NEWSLETTER
Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE
PROMISE:

MISSION STATEMENT
Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving
God’s people. We eagerly work towards the
realization of God’s Kingdom by:


Offering praise-filled worship to God.



Nurturing individual spiritual growth.



Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.



Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with the
same love we have received—and invites
them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin






To attend services regularly.
To support the congregation financially.
To live responsibly as a Christian witness.
To become as involved as possible in the total life and work
of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry.

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all.
3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent.
4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community.
5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion.
6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships.

We’re on the web:

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community needs.

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life.
Adopted March 2010
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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LISA

120 Faith Drive

The 500 Year Anniversary of the Reformation this October 31, 2017
Did you know?
Martin Luther was a Catholic monk born in Germany in 1483. He
studied the Bible and Church teachings. He also wrote the 95
Theses and presented them on October 31, 1517.
The 95 Theses argue that the sale of indulgences is wrong.
(Indulgences could be bought from the Roman Catholic
Church so that you or a loved one’s sins would be forgiven.)
The 95 Theses claims that God in Christ is our source of
forgiveness and that we know this from reading the Bible,
which is the main authority for our lives.
The Protestant Reformation was started by the actions of Luther
and continued by him and others, such as Zwingli and Calvin.
Through these men, different ways of thinking about and
worshiping God developed. They were called Protestants
because it all began with Luther’s protest against the sale of
indulgences.
Martin Luther did not want to start a new Church; he wanted to
reform the existing Church. That’s why it’s called the
Reformation. Since he was kicked out of the Catholic Church,
his followers formed a new church, which Luther wanted to
call Evangelical. Instead, his opponents nicknamed it
Lutheran.
Phyllis Tickle writes in The Great Emergence that every 500 years,
we go through a major transition as a culture and Church.
500 years ago, Luther started the Protestant Reformation.
1,000 years ago (1054), the Christian Church split over a
disagreement about the Holy Spirit, dividing into the Roman
Catholics and the Eastern Orthodox.
1500+ years ago, Rome fell and the western world was plunged
into the dark ages. Monasteries became the protectors of faith
and culture.
2,000 years ago, Jesus lived, died, and was raised, and the
Christian Church developed.

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Pastor Mark’s “open”
pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org
Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org
Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor
608-873-0794
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-834-8412
Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910
Christine Hilbrich,
Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to
Treasurer
920-992-3485
CHURCH COUNCIL
Henry Elling
President

920-623-0436

Pat Sullivan
V. President

920-484-3545

Libby Gilbertson 920-946-4475
Secretary
Jim Schieble
Treasurer
Amy Kary
Marilon Krebs
Pia Penzotti

We have survived all these shifts and will survive this current shift.
Join me on Sunday, October 22 for a closer look into this Great
Transition which we are experiencing right now.
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Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610

Roger Hasz

920-763-3433
605-659-1808
608-516-2934
920-623-3650
920-219-1321

October 2017

We will meet 9:20 a.m. in the Education Room in
back of the Fellowship Hall.
And don’t forget to wear red on October 29:
Reformation Sunday!

worshippers at Luther Memorial Church in Madison.
We have even begun to sing in the choir. Rest
assured that, during the Prayers of the Church at
Luther Memorial, many prayers of thanksgiving for
all of you, and petitions for God’s richest blessings
for Faith will be ascending from two worshippers
there.

A THANK YOU FROM
BOB & LYNNE MOBERG

In Christ,

Dear Friends at Faith,

Bob Moberg

Since retirement Sunday back in June, Lynne and I
have been doing something we couldn’t do before
that. We spent most of the summer worshipping
in many different churches of many different
denominations.
One of the things that most have in common is that
they include in the service a time of confession.
Many of those times of confession use words known
to us from our own familiar liturgies: “We confess
that we have sinned … by what we have done and
by what we have left undone.”
At those words, I am always suddenly reminded that
I have something major “left undone” in my life
right now: I have not communicated my thanks (&
Lynne’s) to the people of Faith for your wonderful
farewell celebration, for your generous gifts, and for
your well wishes.

A FEW THINGS FROM PASTOR
LISA
Adult Forum Opportunity: Sunday,
October 22 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the
Education Room in back of the Fellowship
Hall.
++Did you know that every 500 years we
have gone through a major shift in our
culture and Church? To find out more and
to learn about the shift we’re experiencing
right now, join Pastor Lisa for “Lutheran
Identity in a Changing World.”

A month from now Lynne and I will board the
Amtrak at the Columbus station and begin our
adventure to Holden Village! We are so excited,
both about the travel and about the experience we
will have staying in that fabled Lutheran retreat
center in the Cascade mountains of Washington
state!
It was your retirement gifts that made this trip, this
venture, possible. We are so grateful to you! On our
return we will give you a report of our voyage of
discovery.

++And on October 29, Reformation
Sunday, be sure to wear RED to celebrate
the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation.

Even more than your gifts, we are grateful for your
love and friendship. Though our relationships are
different now, you will always be our dear brothers
and sisters in Christ.
This fall Lynne and I are settling in to be regular
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Pastor Mark’s Reflections: October
Renewal Process Year 1
September 2017 – August 2018

God’s presence and activity. It’s about listening for
God in God’s Word and in the words of a stranger,
listening so well you could be the voice of that
stranger. It’s about emptying yourself and living in
the view of another, just for an instant. A powerful
instant. There is a small book that explains the
method. The leaders of Faith will make sure that the
leaders of all the organizations of the church have a
copy of this book. One of our goals for the year is
that all meetings and places where we gather (Men’s
group, WELCA, Council, Team Meetings, Staff
Meetings, Finance Meeting, etc.) will open with this
method. I will take time to train our council, staff
and leadership; so that people get comfortable
leading this process over time.

Over the course of
my first weeks with
you, one question
keeps popping up –
“What is a renewal
pastor? What does
this Renewal Process mean for our congregation?”
I love those questions because it gives me a
moment to talk about the next three years with you.
One image that comes to mind is a midwife,
helping you give birth to renewal with an ability to
notice what God is up to in your lives and this
congregation. Some of you may recall the story of
Mary and Martha, two sisters who were friends of
Jesus. One day Jesus came to visit and Mary sat at
his feet listening while Martha was busy preparing
a meal. Martha was upset that her sister was not
helping her and she was distracted or troubled by a
number of things. I am here offering you my
pastoral skills so that while you give birth to a
renewed future you are not distracted or troubled by
many things – but have the time after Pastor Bob’s
thirty-two years of serving to review your gifts and
strengths while addressing your growth areas
without disruptions. We will explore new areas of
spirituality and vision together with other
congregations who are on this same adventure,
cross-pollinating our ideas and growing together.

After the cottage meetings, around the fourth to sixth
month of our first year, a Renewal Team will be
formed with members knowing that they are making
a three-year commitment. This team will meet with
me monthly and will make sure that information
flows freely between congregation and team. They
will prepare a written report and present it to council
every other month and to the congregation at least
quarterly. The Renewal Team will retreat with the
other renewal teams in the Synod twice a year. Last
month as a part of my commitment I went to a
continuing education event on spiritual development
in Chicago for four days. Every other month I will
meet with Erik Jelinek DEM and the other Renewal
Pastors to talk about how things are going, to be held
accountable and share my joys and struggles.
So we begin a year filled with relationship building,
small group formation (cottage meetings) and Bible
study. Little did I know four years ago at Siena
while studying spiritual guidance, that God would
lead me to Faith and this three-year adventure with
you! I am grateful.

RELATIONSHIP BUILDING
AND SPIRITUAL RENEWAL
When it comes to renewal we believe it is integral
to go back to the basics--our relationship with God
and with each other. So we begin building and
deepening those relationships. Our first year will
be spent getting to know one another with a series
of cottage meetings, which will be opened with
“Dwelling in the Word.” This will be my year to
get to know you and learn the history of Faith
Lutheran while entertaining the dreams you have
for the future.

Pastor Mark

Those who learn the small and simple practice of
Dwelling in the Word become amazingly aware of
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SPAGHETTI
SUPPER

The 11th annual community event called “Fur, Fin
and Feathers at Faith” on Thursday, October 19,
starting at 6:30 p.m. The general theme of the event
revolves around the outdoors, hunting, fishing and
birding. There will be door prizes to win, snacks to
eat and a special quilt raffle. There will be a
program including the DNR and Columbus Fire
Dept. The public is invited to this free event and this
is a good way for you to invite someone to your
church. Fliers are on the Narthex table. Donations
of non-perishable foods, or funds, for the food
pantry will be accepted at the door.

YES! We are getting geared up
for Faith’s annual Spaghetti Supper
on Saturday, October 28 AND (the
men are cooking)!!!! Included in the
evening events will again be a BAKE SALE and the famous indoor PUMPKIN PATCH BUCKET RAFFLE
(for
children of all ages, young and old alike). Please donate
an item of a $15 value for the Pumpkin Patch Bucket
Raffle and drop off your item(s) at the church any time.
Bake Sale items should be dropped off at the church by
3:00pm on the 28th.

Help us fill the rowboat with
food pantry items. Pictures of
past events, can be viewed from
Faith’s website at
www.faithcolumbuswi.org and select “Outreach”.

Of course, the meal would not be able to happen without
many, many volunteers. Sign up sheets for working will
soon be found on the table in the narthex. Please look
them over and volunteer!
ALSO, we are asking you to please sign up to provide
your favorite bars/cookies for the dessert. We are in need
of around 144 dozen bars/cookies. Please have them to
the church by 3:00pm on the 28th. Committee
chairpersons, Bruce and Jeanne Miller.

In early October there will be a row boat in the
Narthex that we are trying to fill with food pantry
items. Your participation for this local mission is
appreciated.

THRIVENT FINANCIAL’S THRIVENT
CHOICE PROGRM

BAKE SALE

We are pleased to update you on Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice program. Thank you to all
Thrivent members who have generously directed
their choice dollars to Faith Lutheran Church. Our
church has recently used the following directed
funds: $630.18 to pay for Council approved expenses
for Pastor Bob’s retirement luncheon and supplies.

FLCW will be holding a bake sale
on October 28 the day of the Spaghetti Dinner. Bring all baked
goods on Friday by 3:00 or on the
day of the sale.

$281.74 to pay for new carpeting in the office and
Pastor’s office.

ADDRESS UPDATES

$350.00 to pay for shipping of our quilts for Lutheran World Relief

Amy Roelke & Family
651 Richmond St
Upper Unit
Columbus, WI 53925

$941.08 remaining balance in Thrivent/Care in the
Congregation account in Faith Projects.
If you are a Thrivent Financial member and have
Choice Dollars available to direct please consider
giving them to Faith Lutheran Church. Visit
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Thank
You for your support.

Brynna Gonzalez
255 Fuller St
Columbus, WI 53925

Claire Sampolinski and Sally Price
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Summary
9.5.17
(Complete Council meetings can be found on the
Council bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall in
addition to the church website)























Installation was discussed to occur October
15th, the 3rd Sunday in October
Discussed the Renewal Program format. Pr.
Mark provided an overview. SeptemberNovember is considered the season of listening
with cottage meetings hosted by members

Libby Gilbertson/Secretary

Lisa noted that the tasks have been determined- Columbus Park, At Home Again for
coloring, Kindrid Kids for clothes sorting, window washing/exterior painting/construction of
fleece blankets at church
Pr. Lisa provided her monthly report. She reviewed upcoming events she is coordinating
Sept 6 confirmation orientation
Sept 9 Intro to Bible with 3rd graders and parents
Pr. Lisa also updated that the clergy ecumenical activities have resumed.
Pastor Mark’s monthly report
2 retreats have been organized for the Renewal program
Discussed cottage meetings as part of the renewal process.
Reviewed the schedule for the process of Renewal for Sept., Oct., and Nov
Giving typically increases annually but there is
a small decline thus far in 2017
Expenses have been less for 2 months due to
Pr. Bob’s retirement
Henry reported that Pr. Mark’s compensation
package vs budget is approximately $10K under budget
Per Finance- current parsonage funds are in a
low interest bearing account
Compensation supplement was suggested by
Betsy Woodward for increased time and effort put forth by Sandy Schieble; gift cards will
be gifted to both Sandy and Pr. Lisa
Discussion re. Sundays and Seasons, software
program to develop the worship service. The
program allows for easier service follow along
during the worship services for guests with
additional liturgy options including a large
print bulletin
Discussion lead by Jim S. and requested by the
Finance Committee to change the financial/
fiscal year from November 1 through October
31, to October 1 to September 30 to aid in
budget planning

THIRD GRADE BIBLES
The following Third Graders received their bibles on
Sunday, September 17th.
Abigail Fox—Parent Toni Fox
Victoria Gillett—Parents, Kenn & Dana Gillett
Carter Hansen—Parents Michael & Kristin Hansen
Juliette Peterson—Parent Toni Peterson
Matthew Salzman—Parents John & Shelly Salzman
Zoe Shepard—Parents Adrian & Lynn Shepard
Addison Steers—Parent Kim Steers
Brianna Sweney—Parent Cliff Sweney
Leverett Tadych—Parents Melody & Troy Tadych

2017-2018 Sunday School Staff
4K/5K: Betty Baxter, Emma Baxter, Heidi Agnew
Molly Kahl, Derek Berget, David Olson, Garrett
Campbell;
FIRST GRADE: Pam Larson, Ruby Larson, Nikki
Grossman, McKenzye Bruss;
SECOND GRADE: Shane Gille, Derek Berget,
Gavin Bruss, Sam Salzman;
THIRD GRADE: Troy Tadych, Gus Tadych,
Claire Westlake, Isabella Gordillo;
FOURTH GRADE: Martha Lewke, Jackie Price,
Hannah Fox, Emily Anthon;
FIFTH GRADE: Stephen Peterson, Sam Kahl,
Adam Zahn;
SUBS: Cara O’Brion, Shelly Salzman, Karin Westlake,
Pia & Bob Penzotti, Sidney Penzotti, Cheryl Hoffman,
Melody Tadych, Chelsea Powers, Kristin Hart,
Anna Miller, Connor Westlake;

SUPERINTENDENTS: Toni Fox Carmen Bruss;
MUSIC: Lisa Weisensel.
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October
1
2
3
4
6
7
8
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
31

Bob Ayer, Chris Behl
Hallie Graffinn,
Jeffrey Herrick
Haley Schultz
Presley Beck
Mitchell Hasey, Colleen Miller
Eric Miesfeld
Alex Watrud
Amber Bussian, Bryella Grossman
Peggy Agnew, Maddox Klossner, Brody Lewke,
Callan Lewke
Leverett Tadych, JoAnn Johnson
Kim Steers, Tanner Wescott
John Hood, Josh Selje, Heidi Agnew
Skyler Byrne, Riley Severson, Emily Fritz
Lydia Agnew
Michael Rowe
Bridget Morris
Chelsea Powers
Ava Rozinski, Norma Krahenbuhl
Noah Sebranek
Andrea Herrick
Betty Rahn, Grace Kahl
Darlene Tjugum, Sydney Kluetzman
Alyssa Homman
Tracy Brozek
Dylan Hart, Riley Kaminski
Kimberly Rowe
Eric Anthon

10/01 Shontell Baeseman
10/02 Jayce Pavloski
10/04 Chelsea Powers,
Samantha Setz
10/05 Kristin Hansen
10/06 Samantha Alvarez
10/07 Becky Klosowski,
Vance Berget, Leonardo Gonzalez
10/08 Katilyn Beal
10/09 Derek Berget
10/10 Betty Rahn, Brian Faulhaber,
Nathan Emler
10/11 Arlene Oelke, Elizabeth Gilbertson,
Kelly Deane, Josie Berget, Felicity Schleif
10/12 Joe Destree
10/13 Ferd Grebe, Ryan Rortvedt
10/14 Sophia Gille
10/15 Jay Cashmore, Jeff Kirchberg
10/16 Izak Wilken, Connor Kelm,
Garrett Campbell
10/17 Audrey Cashmore
10/19 Rowdy Seibt
10/20 Steve Rowe, Dawn Rohrbeck,
Dylan Raether
10/21 Brian Patrick
10/22 Marilyn Weiland, Helen Setz, Russ Rupp,
Dwane Talg, Ashley Schultz
10/23 Pat Corlett, Aaron Corlett
10/24 Oliver Setz, Zelda Hegge
10/26 Julie Berget, Anna Rupp
10/28 DeAnn Gaska, Taya Kurth, Zoe Shepard
10/29 Steve Rubert
10/30 Patsy Braker, Travis Bruss
10/31 Elizabeth Pinkston, Ben Emler

Joe Destree, Bob Gorman, Dawn Kaminski,
David Kikkert, Helen Setz, David Weisman

October Wedding Anniversary's
10/03 Cheryl & Daryl Hoffman

19

10/07
10/07
10/09
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/14
10/16
10/18
10/18
10/18
10/21

22
22
34
3
54
32
39
14
21
18
14
28

Kevin & Sheri Fritz
Michael & Marie Peterson
Kenn & Dana Gillett
Jameson & Jill Pohlmeier
Rod & Dianne Patrick
Daryl & Jami Severson
Jeff & Theresa Hein
Adrian & Lynn Shepard
Craig & Wilhelmina Mickelson
Larry & Joan Hynes
Connor & Meegan Graffin
Steve & Kimberly Rowe

REFORMATION
SUNDAY
OCTOBER 29

Please wear RED!

Erin Bussian, Cheryl Hoffman, Laurie Niehoff,
Stacy Walz
7

October 2017

Faith Lutheran Church - Financial Dashboard - 2017
Dated: 8/31/17

Prepared by Jim Schieble, Treasurer
Total General
Account Offerings
and Donations

Simply Giving portion
of total

% Simply Giving

Trimester Giving history

January
February
March
April
Trimester 1

$18,432
$16,405
$17,020
$23,049
$74,906

$5,425
$5,210
$5,470
$5,010
$21,115

29%
32%
32%
22%
28%

2013
2014
2015
2016
Trend

$70,239
$72,586
$74,001
$76,759
$78,640

May
June
July
August
Trimester 2

$18,596
$15,703
$17,845
$15,468
$67,611

$5,340
$5,235
$5,305
$4,645
$20,525

29%
33%
30%
30%
30%

2013
2014
2015
2016
Trend

$58,094
$70,240
$71,611
$74,935
$81,694

General Account Expenditures by Categories in Treasurer's Report
Mission

Pastoral Support

Staff Support

Operations

Jan
$1,733
$12,495
$3,777
$3,921
Feb
$1,753
$11,879
$3,536
$3,130
Mar
$1,733
$12,051
$3,827
$8,512
Apr
$1,733
$11,790
$3,536
$4,810
May
$1,733
$11,790
$3,827
$1,679
Jun
$1,733
$11,599
$3,730
$2,381
Jul
$1,733
$3,144
$3,633
$4,679
Aug
$1,733
$2,778
$3,827
$2,992
TOTALS
$13,886
$77,526
$29,694
$32,103
Operations combines Worship Programs + Education + Administration + Operations + Misc

Total
$21,927
$20,298
$26,124
$21,869
$19,029
$19,443
$13,189
$11,330
$153,209

Thank You...

THE RED TENTERS’
BOOKCLUB

-Marcia McMullen, Ruth Nordal, Sue Frish, Betty
Rahn, and Dianne Patrick, Sally Price for helping
assemble the September Newsletter.

For our October 2017 selection we are
reading “Everything We Keep” by
Kerry Lonsdale. We will meet on
Thursday, October 26 at 7pm at the home of Becky
Klosowski. New members are always welcome to
join us.

—Thank you to everyone that volunteered for the
various church and community projects for “God’s
Work, Our Hands”
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