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Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE
PROMISE:

MISSION STATEMENT
Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving
God’s people. We eagerly work towards the
realization of God’s Kingdom by:


Offering praise-filled worship to God.



Nurturing individual spiritual growth.



Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.



Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with the
same love we have received—and invites
them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin






To attend services regularly.
To support the congregation financially.
To live responsibly as a Christian witness.
To become as involved as possible in the total life and work
of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry.

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all.
3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent.
4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community.
5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion.
6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships.

We’re on the web:

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community needs.

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life.
Adopted March 2010
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Stories to Tell & Gifts to Share
“Declare how much God has done for you.” – Luke 8:39
“We cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and heard!”
– Acts 4:20

Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Pastor Mark’s “open”
pastormark@faithcolumbuswi.org

By now, you have been or will soon be a part of a cottage
meeting with Pastor Mark. You’ve had a chance to tell your story and
listen to the stories of others. Our stories and God’s story are the basis
of this Renewal Process that we will be a part of for the next three
years.

Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org

We all have stories to tell: funny stories, things we’ve learned,
news about our families, triumphs and tragedies, and plans for the
future. We have stories about how we came to worship at Faith. We
have stories about baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals.

Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910

As the people of God, we have stories to tell about what God
has done for us and about the difference that God’s grace has made in
our lives. We also have stories to tell about what God has done
through us—how God has used us to make a difference in the lives of
others.
The Bible tells us about people whose lives were so changed
by God that they were able to make a difference in the lives of others.
This month, we will focus on storytelling and on giving—both of
which are grateful responses to the grace of God.
God has given us so much—and the gifts of God are for
sharing.

Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor
608-873-0794
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-834-8412

Christine Hilbrich,
Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to
Treasurer
920-992-3485
CHURCH COUNCIL
Henry Elling
President

920-623-0436

Pat Sullivan
V. President

920-484-3545

Libby Gilbertson 920-946-4475
Secretary

Yours in Christ,

Jim Schieble
Treasurer

Pastor Mark

Amy Kary
Marilon Krebs

Pastor Lisa

Pia Penzotti
Roger Hasz
Erica Patrick
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920-763-3433
605-659-1808
608-516-2934
920-623-3650
920-219-1321

others has taught me one thing, “the only constant is
change.” Change and transition are how the human
species has survived; evolving through the unfolding
presence of God. In change, there is always opportunity!
Richard Rohr wrote, “Jesus was not changing the
Father's mind about us; he was changing our minds
about God – and thus about one another.” ** Taking a
broader stroke in this point of view, I would concur that
moments of transition provide us opportunities for a new
look – or as they say, “A long loving look at the real.”
Moving, transforming, stretching, growing...we are
always shifting and the gift of transition is the opportunity
to evolve vivaciously. Thanks be to God!

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARK

Shift and Transitions Happen
It helps to be sensitive to the challenges that
change and transitions bring. What makes you excited
about change? What transitions are difficult for you to
handle? Last month Pastor Lisa led an adult forum
addressing the notion that every 500 years there is a shift
in culture and Church. We are amid a large shift and we
don't know the outcome yet. But then again, I am
preaching to the choir, because all of you at Faith know
about transition – you are in a pastoral shift.
So, we have major shifts happening in the larger
culture and transitions are taking place with our
congregation. Many familiar ways of doing things have
disappeared. Lyle Schaller, who has tracked many of the
discontinuities, believes they can be either opportunities
or dangers, depending on how the congregation views the
changes. Here are several of the more prominent shifts:

Renewal Pastor Mark
*Mark E. Tidsworth, Shift: Three Big Moves for the 21st
Century Church (Pinnacle Leadership Press ©2015) pp.13
-22
** Adapted from Richard Rohr, Dancing Standing Still:
Healing the World from a Place of Prayer (Paulist Press:
2014), 70-73.

People are less interested in an intellectual approach
to faith and are drawn to the experience of faith.
Fewer and fewer people are following in the footsteps
of the family's denomination and “shop” for
church.
Authority in church is shifting from the vertical
dimension (top-down) to horizontal structure
(network, teams).
The visual is replacing the verbal as a “the way” for
communicating the message the church wants to
give.
Competition for members among churches, favors
those congregations that meet the needs of
“consumers.”
Loyalty to an institution is being replaced by
participation in meaningful groups or networks.
The role of worship is changing from a strengthening
of the believer's faith to a way of reaching out.

Happy Thanksgiving
There is a Thanksgiving prayer Peggy and I use with our
family and friends. It is also a beautiful prayer for those
who enjoy the kind of cuisine that endures forever.
Lord we thank you for
The food before us,
The friends beside us,
The love between us, and
Your presence among us. Amen.
In this meaningful prayer, we are reminded of the food
that lasts forever. We pray that the host, in whose
presence we eat, will empower us to use the life God
lends and sustains to reflect the Holy One in all we do.

What helps, is looking seriously at the transitions as
an opportunity to grow new leadership around three
questions:
What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
What does it mean to be a gathered community of
disciples?
What does it mean to be a gathered community of
disciples who join God on mission in the world?

I pray that your cornucopia is filled with significant

family connections and good friends, all gathered
together in a love that lasts.
May you enjoy the enduring food of God

These questions move us to look closer at what it takes to
move from “Member Identity” to “Disciple Identity,”
from “Attractional Church” to “Missional Church” and
from “Consumer Church” to “Sacred Partnerships.” *
Taking time each week to be a spiritual guide for
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“Sometimes

the smallest things take up the
most room in your
heart.”

A Huge Thank You from Sandy
to Our Unsung Hospitality Team
We know, as Christians, that hospitality is
a focal point of our ministry together here at
Faith. We welcome visitors to our worship services, we provide opportunities like Fur, Fin and
Feathers, and the spaghetti supper to have our
neighbors join us for fun, and fellowship.

A. A. Milne
Both of us would like to express our gratitude and
thanksgiving for the service, music and reception on
Installation Sunday in October. My family enjoyed
the warm reception, welcome, treats, laughter and
love! Our hearts are full,

There are times when Faith is asked to
conduct funerals for a non-church member, or for
someone unacquainted with the church. At times
like those, what happens in the sanctuary is of
great importance and impact to the family members and all guests present. The same is true for
member funerals, but they know what the church
is about and what to expect.

Pastor Mark and Peggy

Thanks to . . .


Dianne Patrick, Sue Frish, Betty Rahn, Ruth
Nordal, Linda Brumm, and Marcia McMullen for
helping assemble the October NEWSLETTER.



Scott Mathwich and his crew for organizing another successful “Fur, Fin and Feathers @ Faith”
event.



Bruce and Jeanne Miller for co-chairing the Spaghetti and the many, many members who made it
another successful event at Faith.



Jennifer Herzberg for donating the mum plants
for the two planter boxes.



Betsy Woodward for stuffing the envelopes for
the Spaghetti Supper.



Thank you to Ben Van Horn for adding capacity
to the Confirmation picture display in the
Fellowship Hall.



Thank you to Jenny Herzberg, Dianne Patrick,
Sally Price, Ellie Hood, Eva Van Horn, Jan Ulrich, Emogene Johnson, Marcia McMullen, Sue
Frish, Judy Rubert, Ruth Nordal, Judy Kaland,
Dennis Langfeldt, Joyce Walker, Pastor Mark,
and Betsy Woodward for helping with the funeral luncheon in October.

What might be less obvious, is what happens in the kitchen on those days. Faith is blessed
with a group of women (and a fellow for muscle)
who shares their gifts of hospitality to
“strangers,” by feeding and tending to them. This
phenomenal team purchases, picks up the food,
prepares, and presents it in a beautiful manner—
complete with lace table cloths, china and centerpieces. Clean-up falls into their “job description”
as well. No small tasks in a usually short timeframe.
I wanted to acknowledge the work and the
hospitality shown by this group of women and
gentleman to all who enter the double doors from
the Narthex. Listing names is always tricky, because potentially an omitted name would hurt
feelings. But, these people, each and every one of
them, is near and dear to my heart for the behindthe-scenes work they do and by simply who they
are. And they are impressive!
“Well done, good and faithful servants.”

THE RED TENTERS’ BOOKCLUB
For our November
selection we are reading “Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead. We will meet
on Thursday, November 16, 7pm at the home of Sue Frish’s. New members are always
welcome to join us.
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Sunday, November 5 is a

Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Summary
10.10.17
*October full council meeting minutes can be
found on the council bulletin board once voted on
and approved by Council at the following month’s
Council meeting




















very old and nearly universal festival in the church. It is the most
important of the Lesser Festivals.
The purpose of All Saints’ Day is
to remember all those who through the ages have
lived and died in the Christian faith. Besides remembering the saints of all ages, All Saints’ Sunday
is also an appropriate time to remember those who
have died during the past year. It is an old custom of
the church to remember them by name in the prayers
on that Sunday. If you have relatives or friends who
have died since November 6, 2016 that you would
like to have included in the prayers on Sunday,
November 5 please call the church office at 6233610 before Monday, October 30.

September giving totaled $16,239 with expenditures for totaling $21,150
The projector in the sanctuary has had some
failures during the service. Discussed repairing
vs replacing. There is $4677 in the account to
fund the replacement; the headsets appear to
be working ok.
Discussion of the idea by Judy Kaland to obtain a flag/banner with the Luther Seal on it to
hang somewhere within the church
Scott Mathwich attended the council meeting
to discuss the east side of the exterior wall of
the building; the siding is in need of replacing.
Scott obtained a quote from Maertz & Haase
Construction.
Amy K moved that Faith Lutheran Church
comply with the IRS rule regarding mileage
reimbursement and pay at the IRS rate per
mile.
A special congregational meeting will be held
to share the constitution updates and the Endowment committee also has amendments to
be included and discussed.
Stewardship program discussed, Pr. Mark
shared one program- Stories to tell, Gifts to
Share (STT, GTS), designed to teach the congregation about its own gifts.
Renewal program committee members currently being considered and assessed by Pr.
Mark, council nominations for 2018 discussed.
Staff review process and expectations were
discussed.
The 2018 budget needs to be prepared for the
congregational meeting in January; decided on
November 9th as the meeting date to start the
process
The next council meeting will be held on November 14th at 6 pm.

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT SIGNING
Our annual signing of our Membership Covenant
has been set for Sunday, December 3. Faith’s constitution requires the annual signing of the covenant
in order for you to maintain your membership at
Faith Lutheran Church. If you can not be present on
December 3, the 2018 Covenant will be out in the
narthex of the church until the end of December.
For those having young adults away from home who
wish to retain their membership at Faith, Christmas
is a good times for them to sign.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
IS SUNDAY NOVEMBER
5TH.
DON’T FORGET TO SET
YOUR CLOCKS BACK ONE
HOUR.

SALVATION ARMY BELL
RINGING
Faith will be ringing bells for the
Salvation Army again this year. The
date are Saturday, November 25 and
Friday, December 15, BOTH AT PICK ‘N SAVE.
The sign-up sheets are in the Narthex.

Libby Gilbertson
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NOVEMBER

1
2
3
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
26
28
29
30

Terri Messer, Cindy Nickell, Al Strohschein
Suzanne Zahn, Leah Miesfeld
Richmond Krahenbuhl
Elizabeth Gilbertson
Kayla Hurckman
Abigail Miller, Hannah Dykema
Becky Klosowski
Erik Rupp, Abbigail Olson, Ashley Olson
Zachary Wescott, Lynne Wilken
Shirley Andler, Kristen Hart, Ashley Hegge
Ashley Schultz
Steve Rowe, Brianna Sweney, Eden Klossner
Jack Fritz
Joel Miller, Tracey Wescott
Frank Roelke
Samantha Setz
Aaron Corlett, Emma Kelly, Julie Berget
Brandon Kurth
Hayley Donner, Brooke Goering
Kelsey Schleif, Caitlin Bedford, Blake Luzenski
Anne Herzberg, Shane Gille
Caroline Morris
DeAnn Gaska

11/01 Joel Miller
11/05 Ryan Huebner,
Erin Weisman
11/06 Colin Brumm, Trever Miller
11/07 Marcia McMullen
11/08 Shane Gille, Brandon Kurth,
Elizabeth Sandberg
11/09 Linda Durtschi
11/10 Daryl Severson, Greyson O’Brion,
Nellie Olson
11/11 Judy Kaland
11/12 Bill Byrne, Garrett Patrick,
Claire Westlake
11/13 Roger Hasz, Tim Mathwich
11/14 Maizie Anthon
11/15 Skyler Woods
11/16 Glenn Andler, Michael Hansen,
Eric Mathwich, Elizabeth Craig
11/18 Ben Kohl
11/20 Sarah Hoene, Natalie Cass, Devin Foulkes,
Taylor Hankins
11/21 Andy O’Brion, Jill Pohlmeier,
Hayley Donner
11/22 Erica Patrick
11/23 Ivy Roelke, Ryder Rozinski
11/24 Doris Chase, Lynn Dhein
11/25 Josh Ritchie
11/26 Thelma Bergum-Hurd, Clarissa Hynes
11/27 Deanna Herrick
11/28 Susan Fagerburg, Brianna Jakel
11/30 Mike Ritchie, Travis Schultz,
Elizabeth Elling

November
Wedding Anniversary's
11/01 Rich & Marcia McMullen

59

11/01 Brandon & Jamie Kurth

9

11/08 David & Deborah Severson

9

11/13 Chris & Tina Miller

18

11/18 Mark & Bonnie Adam

45

11/20 Rick & Georgia Eisenreich

46

11/24 Kyle & Amy Kary

5

Nina Jones, Becky Oehlert, Arlene Oelke,
Joyce Walker
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PIZZA FUNDRAISER FOR
THE HOUSTON YOUTH TRIP

PASTORAL ACTS

Through November 11 the youth attending the National Youth Gathering in Houston will be selling
Park Plaza pizzas. The pizzas are $6.00 or $6.50
each and an order of cheese garlic bread is $4.00,
money is due upon ordering. Delivery of the pizzas
is expected to be on or after December 10. See a
youth participating in the trip or contact Brandy
Foulkes brandyfoulkes@gmail.com if you would
like to place an order. Please support our youth by
purchasing some tasty pizzas!

October 29, 2017
Carson Victor Raymond Herrick
Richard & Deanna Herrick

ADDRESS UPDATES
Jan Zahn
110 Stuart St
At Home Again
Columbus, WI 53925

On October 15, 2017 the following Kindergarteners
received their Bibles:
Eric Miesfeld, Josie Berget, Blake Conner,
Blake Errthum, Andrea Herrick, Blake Kurth,
Cade Kurth, Karsen Schroud.

Thanksgiving Worship
November 22 @ 7pm

LWR—2017 LWR (Lutheran World Relief)

Faith Lutheran Church will once again be hosting a
Thanksgiving Worship Service on Wednesday, November 22 at 7pm which the community is invited
to attend. Once again we will be collecting nonperishable food items for the Columbus/Fall River
Food Pantry and ask that you bring your nonperishable items with you when you some to worship with us on November 22, or drop your items
off in the box which is located in the entrance of the
church.

Thank you to everyone that donated to the Lutheran
World Relief. Thank you for all the people that
worked to make 140 quilts. We sent 13 school kits, 2
personal care kits, 4 lbs. of soap, 6 baby care kits and
140 quilts.
Several people came to help pack all of these items.
Thank you to Diane Patrick, Rod Patrick, Sally
Price, Sue Frish, Claire Sampolinski, Dennis
Sampolinski,
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PASTOR MARK’S INSTALLATION PARTY
Sunday, October 15, 2017

THIS IS HOW WE WORK WHEN THE OFFICE
IS BEING PAINTED AND NEW CARPET IS INSTALLED.

Working In the Library

Copying in the Narthex
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