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NEWSLETTER
Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE
PROMISE:

MISSION STATEMENT
Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving
God’s people. We eagerly work towards the
realization of God’s Kingdom by:


Offering praise-filled worship to God.



Nurturing individual spiritual growth.



Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.



Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with the
same love we have received—and invites
them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin






To attend services regularly.
To support the congregation financially.
To live responsibly as a Christian witness.
To become as involved as possible in the total life and work
of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry.

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all.
3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent.
4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community.
5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion.
6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships.

We’re on the web:

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community needs.

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life.
Adopted March 2010
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
120 Faith Drive Columbus WI 53925
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America – ELCA
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARK

120 Faith Drive

Pastor Mark's Reflections

Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610

Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org

First Words
“Good-bye, may God be with
you Pastor Bob” and “Hello – Pastor
Mark,” together we are in transition.
For some of you Pastor Bob has been
your pastor for a lifetime. I too, have made few shifts in the last two
years moving from pastor in Stoughton to interim ministry at Jefferson
Prairie and now renewal pastor at Faith. Change affects us all. We
find ourselves in an in-between time, a shift. We are not alone; the
entire church globally is in a major shift. God is on the move, God's
church is on the move, we are on the move. Together we embark on a
new escapade growing, transforming, and thriving where God has
planted us. One of my favorite things to say before worship is: “We
gather to see what God is up to in our lives.” So we begin together
asking, “What is God up to in the life of Faith Lutheran?”
Always remember “You’re loved.” I spent the past three years
preparing to be a Spiritual Guide, while companioning others in life's
journey, I have noticed something we all have in common:
“I’m alive.”

Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org
Mark Petersen, Renewal Pastor
608-873-0794
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-834-8412
Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910
Christine Hilbrich,
Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to
Treasurer
920-992-3485
CHURCH COUNCIL

“I am the recipient of a tremendous gift.”
“I am given the opportunity to respond to this outrageous
outpouring of love.”
In July Peggy and I traveled to Budapest, Vienna and Prague.
Along the way we met a man named Victor. He was a loving, patient
and kind man. At the end of our journey, during the final good-byes, I
told him, “Vic, you are one of the kindest and most loving men I have
met on my travels.” And without hesitation he said, “I see something
loving and valuable in every human being.” He celebrates life, knows
that it is a gift and responds with love. You will hear me say over and
over again in the next three years, “You’re loved.” By doing so, we
are reminded of the gift that we are alive and for me, it is a gift to be
your pastor at this time.
Next Page
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Henry Elling
President

920-623-0436

Pat Sullivan
V. President

920-484-3545

Libby Gilbertson 920-946-4475
Secretary
Jim Schieble
Treasurer
Amy Kary
Marilon Krebs
Pia Penzotti
Roger Hasz

920-763-3433
605-659-1808
608-516-2934
920-623-3650
920-219-1321

Erica Patrick
September 2017

In an email, someone wrote, “Thank you Pastor
Mark for being our renewal pastor for the next three
years.” And my response was “It is an honor and
privilege to be on this journey with you!” Thank
you, people of Faith, for the warm and gracious
hospitality expressed at a fish fry, worship and
fellowship in August. We felt welcomed! This is
going to be an exciting adventure listening and
growing with you. My task is to be a midwife
assisting you to give birth to new visions while
nurturing leadership for the future.

Grove. I have the advantage of a wide-range of
congregational experience. I am here offering you
my pastoral skills so that while you give birth to this
new future after Pastor Bob’s thirty-two years of
serving to review your gifts and strengths and
address your growth areas with appreciation, honesty
and energy. We will explore new areas of
spirituality and vision together with other
congregations who are on this same adventure.
Deepening Your Spirituality

You're loved,

At the beginning of
summer, I read a book before
coming to Faith Lutheran,
titled. Strengthening the Soul
of Your Leadership. This
book is written by Ruth Haley
Barton and begins:

Pastor Mark

"I'm tired of helping others
enjoy God. I just want to
enjoy God for myself."
With this painful admission, Ruth Haley Barton
invites us to an honest exploration of what happens
when spiritual leaders lose track of their souls.
Weaving together contemporary illustrations with
penetrating insight from the life of Moses,
Strengthening the Soul of Your Leadership explores
topics such as;
Let me introduce some the people in my life that fill
my heart with love. On my first Sunday leading
worship I will introduced the love of my life, Peggy.
Together we have two grown daughters, Jocelyn and
Briana. We are blessed with two amazing son-inlaws, Kevin and Chris. Together, they have birthed
four grandchildren, Avery, Carson, Norah and
Chloe. I will light up talking about anyone of these
gifts of God.
I just finished being the interim pastor at
Jefferson Prairie in Poplar Grove, IL after serving 14
years as the pastor at Covenant in Stoughton WI, a
large congregation with several program and support
staff. Before that I spent 17 years serving St. Peter, a
mid-size growing congregation in Sheboygan WI
and began my ministry in a two-point parish Luther
Memorial in Gays Mills and Our Saviors in Soldiers








responding to the dynamics of calling
facing the loneliness of leadership
leading from your authentic self
cultivating spiritual community
re-envisioning the promised land
discerning God's will together

Each chapter includes a spiritual practice to ensure
your soul gets the nourishment it needs. Forging and
maintaining a life-giving connection with God is the
best choice you can make for yourself and for those
you lead. If you want to stretch your leadership
skills this book will provide some wonderful tools to
foster growth.
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There's going to be lots of excitement
happening in September!

LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF DRIVE
Lutheran World Relief is helping all over the world
to make lives rewarding and fulfilled for people in
places that really need our help. Please consider giving a child or adult the gift of education by
purchasing school supplies for a School Kit.

September 9from 9-10: Introduction to
3rd grade Bibles for 3rd graders and their parents at Faith with Pastor Lisa
(nelsonkosky@gmail.com)

A displaced individual the basic personal care
items by purchasing a Health Kit.

September 10 is Rally Sunday.
8 a.m. Confirmation students and mentors receive a
blessing .

There is a complete list of items needed in this
Newsletter. You may place your items in the
Narthex in the boxes provided.

September 10: God's Work Our
Hands.

Packing day is Tuesday, September 26 @
10:00am. Volunteer helpers are needed. Questions?
Contact Reta Thies or Dianna Patrick.

ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE THAT DAY: 8
A.M.
Who: Every member of Faith Lutheran Church—no
matter how young or how old!
What: A day of serving our church and our community
We'll be fixing, cleaning, playing games with the elderly, and making things people can use.
Where: Inside and outside our church building AND in
our community.
When: SEPTEMBER 10th, 2016
How: By signing up in the narthex and showing up on
Sept 10th

Wear your God's Work our Hands
yellow t shirt on Sept 10. Worship at 8
am only. Refreshments and service
projects to follow.

September 17: Backpack
Blessing at both services
(for adults too!)
Bring your backpacks and briefcases and put them in
front of the altar before worship.
Installation of Sunday School teachers and assistants at 8
a.m. worship.

Confirmation Orientation for
parents AND Confirmands is
Wednesday, September 6th at 5:45
p.m. We will hand out books and
materials to the students, talk about the
schedules and requirements for the year, and give a
preview of our Learning Events and Small Group
Events. We will also have some fun together as we
introduce the idea that we are a team traveling
together on the spiritual journey.

September 17:
3rd grade Bible Day
9:20 3rd grade Bible class with Pastor Lisa
for 3 graders and their parents 10:30 a.m. 3rd graders
receive their Bibles in worship.
rd
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting Summary
08.08.2017 Hi-lites





(Complete Council meetings can be found on the
Council bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall in
addition to the church website)
























Motion made by Jim to offer Pr. Mark Petersen
the Renewal Pastor position
Installation service discussed
September meeting date moved from 9.12.17 to
9.5.17 due to scheduling conflict
Pat closed with an evening prayer.

Libby Gilbertson/Secretary

Toni Fox/SS Superintendent was present to
give an overview of SS. First day of SS is
9.10.17. There are currently 77 students on the
SS roster, letters about SS were sent to all.
Jim reported that there is a reduction in the
Pastoral Support expense due to not paying a
FT minister the month of July.
Henry updated the council on the status of the
NYG event in 2018 to be held in Houston.
Currently there are 21 youth signed up to go
with adequate number of adult chaperones.
FLC is partnering with First Lutheran from
Beaver Dam and there are 28 youth total
Jim motioned that we approve the purchase of
50 tshirts for Gods Work our Hands.
F3/Scott Mathwich provided donation break
down of the F3 event to be held in October at
FLC.
Libby updated the council on status of carpet
and expense for the Senior Pastor’s office. Carpet tiles are the preferred carpet type, to see
how they wear. Funds for carpet will come
from Faith Projects and Care in the Congregation accts.
Narthex wall divider between sanctuary and
overflow area was discussed. It was agreed that
it could be added to the physical plant list of
other church maintenance ideas to be reviewed
and addressed during the renewal process.
The process on how to access a leaf for the memorial tree in the fellowship hall has never
been communicated. Libby will investigate.
Henry reported that there was a meeting and
the fundraising for the NYG will occur via the
following means: Mum sale in Sept. with delivery the first weekend in Oct.; Park Plaza
pizza sale; butter braids sale in the spring of
2018
Letter of agreement for Pr. Mark Petersen was
reviewed.
Motion made to accept the letter of agreement
by Marilon, seconded by Jim.

PASTORAL ACTS

July 23, 2017
Dane Bennett Sloan
August 20, 2017
Boyd Thomas Weisman

Interested in becoming a part of
Faith’s music ministry?
FAITH CHOIR: We lift our voices to the
Lord and so can you! The desire to sing is
the only requirement. All adults and confirmation age
youth (and older) are welcome. We will resume rehearsals
on September 6 and rehearse every Wednesday evening
from 7:40-8:50 p.m. in the sanctuary. We sing two—
three Sundays a month at the 8:00 Heritage Service.
Please consider joining us.
FAITHFUL RINGERS: What are those delightful
sounds coming from the fellowship hall every Wednesday
night at 6:30 p.m. It’s the bell choir, rehearsing their
songs. After an hour practice, a few clinks, clunks, and a
good measure of fun, we’re ready to ring every third Sunday of the month. If you are interested in learning more,
we invite you to come September 6 and explore becoming a ringer or substitute. (You do not have to read music!)
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SEPTEMBER
1
3
4
7
10
11
14
15
17
18
21
22
23
25
27
28
29
30

Patsy Braker, Reta Thies, Del Yerges
Kati Kahl
Dennis Langfeldt
Debbie Talg
Cooper Anthon, Tory Weidemann,
Isabelle Bugge
Gracia Clark, Tony Clark, Jamine Kurth
Micaela Miller, Stacy Walz
Flynn Aeschlimann, Adelyn Lueloff
Landon Goering
Sarah Rowe
Ben Van Horn
Bailey Raether
Jadeson Hall
Beth Klossner
Diane Dhein, Russell Rahn
Kyle Kary, Eli Goering
McKenzye Bruss
Chloe Braker-Robbins
Georgia Eisenreich, Stephanie Dykstra

09/01 Betty Baxter, Ivan Thies
09/02 Ashley Hegge
09/03 Ron Huebner, Susan Rupp, Kim Steers
Blake Luzenski, Jacob Peterson
09/04 Joshua Selje
09/05 Chris Behl, Jeramy Grossman, Dylan Hart
Harvey Roberts, Kubly Kaminski
09/06 Beth Klossner
09/07 Sydney Rohrbeck, Eden Klossner,
Mason Dykstra, Hannah Dykema
09/08 Linda Huebner, Tracey Wescott
Nevaen Schultz, Andrea Herrick,
Liam Schiesl
09/09 Joanne Sampson
09/11 Diane Dhein, Zachary Wescott,
Leverett Tadych
09/13 Shirley Andler, MasonBruss
09/14 Theresa Hein, Alan Strohschein,
Glenn Westlake, Kayla Hurckman,
Beckam Scheeler
09/16 Erik Rupp
09/17 Tracy Brozek, Skye Farr
09/18 Kali Shephard
09/19 David Kikkert, Jessica Cashmore,
Jack Fritz
09/20 Dawn Kaminski, Riley Kaminski
09/21 Rich McMullen, Bob Gorman,
Anne Herzberg
09/22 Hailey Hole
09/23 Lynne Wilken, Abigail Miller
09/24 Kimberly Rowe, Grace Kahl,
Carter Hansen
09/25 Suzanne Zahn, Kimberly Breuckman,
Chloe Braker-Robbins
09/26 Erick Frey, Frank Roelke II, Luke Kahl
09/27 Eric Anthon, David Weisman, Oscar Setz,
Owen Hankins
09/28 Caitlin Bedford
09/29 Sue Frish, Bridget Morris, Heidi Paul

September
09/02
09/03
09/06
09/06
09/08
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/16
09/16
09/18
09/28
09/29

Jeff & Roxann Kirchberg
Nathan & Lisa Emler
Tony & Julie Clark
Lisa Nelson & Rob Kosky
David & Erin Weisman
Eric & Michelle Hoffmann
Mark & Susan Fagerburg
Duane & Elizabeth Gilbertson
Andy & Cara O’Brion
Ben & Eva Van Horn
Henry & Cathy Elling
Dan & Wendy Watrud
Todd & Linda Brumm

22
18
25
19
10
13
30
31
17
61
30
21
28

Stephanie Dykstra, Becky Klosowski, Sara Yuds
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Faith Lutheran Church - Financial Dashboard - 2017
Dated: 7/31/17

Prepared by Jim Schieble, Treasurer
Total General
Account Offerings
and Donations

Simply Giving portion
of total

% Simply Giving

Trimester Giving history

January
February
March
April
Trimester 1

$18,432
$16,405
$17,020
$23,049
$74,906

$5,425
$5,210
$5,470
$5,010
$21,115

29%
32%
32%
22%
28%

2013
2014
2015
2016
Trend

$70,239
$72,586
$74,001
$76,759
$78,640

May
June
July
August
Trimester 2

$18,596
$15,703
$17,845

$5,340
$5,235
$5,305

29%
33%
30%

$52,143

$15,880

30%

2013
2014
2015
2016
Trend

$58,094
$70,240
$71,611
$74,935
$81,694

General Account Expenditures by Categories in Treasurer's Report
Mission

Pastoral Support

Staff Support

Operations

Total

Jan
$1,733
$12,495
$3,777
$3,921
Feb
$1,753
$11,879
$3,536
$3,130
Mar
$1,733
$12,051
$3,827
$8,512
Apr
$1,733
$11,790
$3,536
$4,810
May
$1,733
$11,790
$3,827
$1,679
Jun
$1,733
$11,599
$3,730
$2,381
Jul
$1,733
$3,144
$3,633
$4,679
TOTALS
$12,153
$74,748
$25,867
$29,111
Operations combines Worship Programs + Education + Administration + Operations + Misc

Thank You...

$21,927
$20,298
$26,124
$21,869
$19,029
$19,443
$13,189
$141,880

EVANGELISM NEWS

-Marcia McMullen, Ruth Nordal, Sue Frish, Betty
Rahn, and Dianne Patrick for helping assemble the
August Newsletter.

Please wear a name tag as we prepare for a new
Pastor so he can get to know us by name. They
are on the table in the narthex. Thank-you.

—Cathy Elling & Libby Gilbertson for the wonderful painting job you are doing in Pastor Mark’s
office and Chris’s office.
THE RED TENTERS’
BOOKCLUB
For our September 2017 selection we
are reading “Winter Solstice” . We
will meet on Thursday, September 28
at 7pm at the home of Joyce Balliette. New members are always welcome to join us.

Evangelism Committee is planning an event to
showcase different nativity sets. If you have one –
or more- you would be willing to display and tell
us about please let us know. It will be a one day
event. Please contact Erin Bussian – 920-210-2342
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