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NEWSLETTER
Faith...Serving God...Serving People

Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE
PROMISE:

MISSION STATEMENT
Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving
God’s people. We eagerly work towards the
realization of God’s Kingdom by:


Offering praise-filled worship to God.



Nurturing individual spiritual growth.



Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.



Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with the
same love we have received—and invites
them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin






To attend services regularly.
To support the congregation financially.
To live responsibly as a Christian witness.
To become as involved as possible in the total life and work
of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry.

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all.
3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent.
4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community.
5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion.
6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships.

We’re on the web:

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community needs.

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life.
Adopted March 2010
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
120 Faith Drive Columbus WI 53925
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America – ELCA
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LISA

120 Faith Drive

Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610
Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org

Movie (dvd) Recommendation:
Ithaca is based on the book, The Human Comedy, by William
Saroyan, who lived in my hometown of Fresno years ago. Set in 1943,
the movie focuses on a high school-aged boy named Homer. His father
has passed away, although unlike the book, he (Tom Hanks) shows up,
but only Homer's mother (Meg Ryan) can see him.

Pastor Bob’s “open”:
pastor@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Bob’s “private”:
rvmoberg@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org

It's the height of WWII, and Homer's older brother, Marcus, serves in
the army. Homer also has an older sister named Bess and a 4-year-old
brother named Ulysses. Now that Homer is the “man” of the family,
he takes a job as a messenger at a telegraph company. His first telegram begins, “We regret to inform you....” Homer is so upset when he
delivers the telegram that the mother of the fallen soldier has to
comfort him.
Homer is a boy of deep feelings and great determination, and we
watch him grow into a man as he continues to bring joy and sorrow to
people through these telegrams. The other characters add to this depth
as they also struggle to make sense of a world at war. One character in
particular shows up when you least expect him, creating a bittersweet
yet hopeful moment.
The movie captures both the heartbreak of war and the hope of a
generation who believed they could make a difference. Life was
slower back then, and the movie may not be fast-paced enough for all
members of the family, but I think many of you will appreciate this
very genuine story. The book is short and easy to read, so that also
might be a good choice.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Lisa
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Robert V. Moberg, Pastor
920-623-4390
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-834-8412
Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910
Christine Hilbrich, Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to Treasurer
920-992-3485

CHURCH COUNCIL
Jim Schieble
President

920-763-3433

Henry Elling
V. President

920-623-0436

Amy Kary
Secretary

605-659-1808

Eric Hoffmann
Treasurer

608-843-0368

Libby Gilbertson

920-946-4475

Donna Hankes

920-210-6520

Roger Hasz

920-219-1321

Mary Larson

920-318-0462

Pat Sullivan

920-484-3545
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Because the ship went down so quickly, no SOS had
been sent. A routine surveying plane just happened to see
them and was able to send a rescue ship. Three hundred
seventeen men survived out of the 1,216 on the cruiser.

The “Pres Sez”
Cruisers (warning - some scary reality facts noted)
What happens when we place our hopes in human leaders
and human devices? The greatest U.S Navy disaster was
kept secret for over two weeks during World War II.
President Truman had his reasons but that is not the
theme of this note. Even though my father and I spent
many Saturday afternoon television sessions watching
WWII documentaries, I do not recall this story that
recently was made into a movie. Ed Harrell, owner of
Pella Windows, told his story on a Family Life Today
radio program. He served as a marine on the USS Indianapolis in the Pacific. In July of 1945 the cruiser delivered
a secret package to the Marianas Islands that contained
major parts of the first atomic bomb. After the delivery,
the ship headed to its next duty preparing for the invasion
of Japan. On July 30 it was struck by torpedoes from a
Japanese submarine that removed most of the bow of the
ship and set off large internal explosions. The ship sank
fast as the engines kept pushing it forward, scooping water in through the now open front. Many were lost inside
and many others did not have time to get their life jackets
on or release life boats.

Ed emotionally reflected on his deliverance and the faith
questions generated by such a harrowing experience. He
was part of the most powerful navy in the world and a
nation with the most destructive bomb yet built. He witnessed the power of companionship and prayer those days
afloat. The lesson for me is that those two God-given
strengths are still essential for my survival today. There
are sharks around me. Temptations of the world brought
to me by cable and antenna that will devour me without
the vigilance of prayer and the connections with followers
of Jesus. Let's stay tied together here at Faith.
Jim Schieble
Council President

Congregational Meeting - October 30
I am sorry that I was unable to fulfill my role as
president due to a prior commitment. I was with an
ecumenical team of men brought together by Lutheran
Men in Mission working on a new resource for
ministering to men . During our Sunday morning
devotion each man was surrounded by the group who
then prayed for the concerns voiced by the man in the
middle. My request was for the unity of Faith as we
faced this decision. I can tell you that I felt the Spirit
move through me as these men said their prayers for
this concern on my heart.

Ed had the watch that night and was on deck. He was able
to grab a kapok life jacket as he jumped into the water
and swam as fast as he could away from the sinking ship.
Somehow he found other survivors in the dark who eventually formed a group of about 80 men. They tied their
vests together to avoid separation. They spent the next
four days in the water that cooled to the 80's at night and
warmed to about 100 degrees during the day. This was
not as pleasant as it may sound.

I am grateful to Vice President Henry Elling for his
leadership and the assistance of council members in
managing the meeting. I am also grateful for the
working of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of Faith
members present and voting at the meeting. We are all
aware that the resolution under consideration generated
differences among us. I am convinced that no two
people exist who agree on everything, especially
perspectives of their core beliefs about life and how
they should live it. As Jesus's church, our witness to the
world should be one of exemplary grace, where our love
for the persons around us is undeniable even in the face
of disagreements. The resolution to allow marriages of
same gender couples at Faith under the counsel and
approval of our pastor was approved.

They became very thirsty and had to fervently resist
drinking the salt water. Many were not able to fight the
temptation. Ed witnessed the physical convulsions and
mental delusions of the men who succumbed. Some
swimming off under the imaginary thought that they saw
an island or heard a command from an officer to do so.
These men did not survive.
They had bad company with them during these days
afloat - sharks, big ones. The men who swam off became
easy prey. The living were horrified by witnessing their
demises. When the sharks were not visible at the surface,
Ed could see them below their group. By staying attached
to each other they were able to protect themselves better
from attacks.

Jim Schieble

They also prayed together. Ed recited Psalm 23 many
times aloud. They said the Lord's Prayer whenever they
witnessed a death of a comrade. They received water on
the second day from a passing rain cloud.

Council President
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Spaghetti Supper Thank You
We would like to thank each and every one of you
that helped make the Spaghetti Supper Fundraiser
the greatest success it has ever been. We seated
approximately 490 people and almost 200 carryout
dinners were purchased as well. That is almost 700
dinners – HOW GREAT IS THAT! The net proceeds after all bills were paid is $4,057.18. This
amount includes the Pumpkin Patch which made
$359.00. Thank you so much to Michelle Hoffman
for continuing to take on this task and doing such a
great job! One-half of the total proceeds is going
into the general fund, with the remaining half being
distributed to the organ fund, mission support,
youth group and wounded warriors program. A
most sincere thank you to Paul & Barb Bergum for
the beautiful floral arrangements, the Stark Family,
Chris Hilbrich, Scott Mathwich, Sue Frish, Anna
Miller, and Daryl Severson, for all your “extra
efforts”. And thank you church members for the
dessert donations, the clean-up crew, and all those
that worked, especially those that worked the whole
night through. Our blessings are great to be a part
of such a wonderful church family. God Bless you
all!

Sunday, December 11
10:30am Sunday School
Christmas Program

Saturday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE
Candlelight Services/HC
3:00pm and 6:30pm
Communion at both services.
Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day
10:30AM
No communion today.

Jeanne & Bruce Miller

Bulletin Sponsorship
The 2017 Bulletin Sponsor sign-up sheet is on the
table in the narthex. If you would like to celebrate,
memorialized or honor a person (s) or an occasion,
you might like to sponsor worship bulletins. The
cost for 2017 is $30.00.
The Flower Chart for 2017 is on the

kiosk bulletin board in the narthex. If
you would like to provide flowers to
enhance a Sunday morning worship
service we ask that you sign up soon so
you are able to secure the date you
desire. Flowers may be given to
celebrate, memorialized, or honor some
person or occasion.
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The annual Christmas Memory Making
Event will be on Friday, December 9th
from 6-8 p.m. Join us for chili and hot
dogs, crafts and cookies. This is a great
event for people of all ages: bring your
children, your grandchildren, or just yourself and enjoy the memories! You can sign
up to attend and/or volunteer to bring food
on the sign up sheet in the narthex. If you’d
like to lead a craft, contact Pastor Lisa at:
nelsonkosky@gmail.com

Council Highlights
October 2016

1. The Treasurer's Report The General Fund had a beginning balance
of 2,920.61, donations and transfers in of
$24,583.30, expenditures of $19,891.48 leaving an
ending balance of $7,612.43. Giving year-to-date
is a bit ahead of budget and expenditures are within budget.
The Faith Projects account had a beginning
balance of $32,601.11, additions of $5,884.66,
expenditures of $7,425.36 leaving an ending balance of $31,060.41.

MEMBERSHIP COVENANT SIGNING Our annual signing of our Membership
Covenant was Sunday, November 20..
Faith’s constitution requires the annual
signing of the covenant in order for you to
maintain your membership at Faith Lutheran
Church. If you were not able to be present
on November 20, the 2017 Covenant will be
out in the narthex of the church until the end
of December. For those having young adults
away from home who wish to retain their
membership at Faith, Thanksgiving and
Christmas are good times for them to sign.

2. Faith Lutheran Church has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Columbus Community Hospital to be their evacuation location in the
event of a tragedy. Our location makes us an ideal
back-up to support this community need.
3. We have repairs being done to our stained glass
windows so you may see temporary boarding over
the section that had to brought down to be properly repaired. Work is anticipated to be completed
within 10 days.

SALVATION ARMY BELL
RINGING

4. There was a follow up discussion on the measure passed supporting same-gender marriage and
how it is to be brought into our constitution. It
was also noted that even Bishop Froiland was impressed by the strength and goodwill of our congregation as a whole in dealing with what can be
considered a difficult subject. Thank you to all
who participated.

Thank you to everyone who sign-up to
ring bells for the Salvation Army.

Respectfully, Amy L. Kary, Council Secretary

OCTOBER TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning balance 10/01/2016

$2,920.61

Donations and income

$24,583.30

Expenses

$19,89.48

Ending balance

$7,612.43
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DECEMBER

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
10
11
12
13
14
15
19
20
21
24
27
29
31

Jill Pohlmeier, Oscar Setz, Lilylyn Loecher
Cathy Haseman
Luke Kahl
Anna Rupp, Ben Destree, Deanna Herrick
Asher Suchomel-Rosenberry, Gavin Price
Ryan Huebner, Heather Schultz
Jayce Pavloski, Kaylee Price, Zoe Shephard,
Adelaide Udler
Abby Seibt, Cora Seibt, Andy O’Brion
Jessica Cashmore
Nina Jones
Judy Kaland
Tiffany Niehoff, Natalie Cass
Garrett Campbell
Elizabeth Morris, Rowdy Seibt, Eric Mathwich
Wendy Watrud
Glenn Andler, Maizie Anthon
Alana Schuster
Jenny Gaska, Ben Kohl
Mark Adam
MaKayla Mitchell
Tim Mathwich
Joseph Morris, Luanne Miller
Eric Frey

12/01 Jackie Price, Tiffany Niehoff,
Logan Wescott, Bay Peterson
12/02 Jenny Gaska
12/03 Leo Kuck
12/04 Pat Sullivan
12/05 Bruce Miller
12/06 Bob Jansen
12/07 Chris Penzotti
12/08 Betsy Woodward
12/09 John Popp, Colin Emler,
Andrew Hoffmann
12/10 Mark Adam
12/11 Andrew Peterson
12/12 Brenda Hochstatter, Lydia Agnew
12/13 David Severson, Brooks Gille
12/14 Cary Hochstatter, Taylor Jasnen,
Corbin Hynes
12/15 Roxanne Ayer, Yvonne Cass,
Jeannie Ritchie, Jason Edwards
12/16 Lori Kikkert, Anna Miller
12/17 Alex Zahn
12/18 Nickolas Cass, Ana Tjugum,
Samantha Hoffmann
12/19 Melody Tadych
12/20 Nina Jones, Toni Fox
12/21 Barb Bergum, Drake Berget
12/22 Lisa Weisensel, Ryan Hasey, Jack Roelke
12/23 Deborah Severson
12/25 Michele Dauman, Jamie Price
12/27 Terry Nordal, Corbin Scheeler
12/28 Joycelyn Lienke, Jessie Miesfeld,
Aarika Tjugum
12/29 Cliff Destree
12/30 Jan Zahn, Yvonne Tjugum, Ben Desree
12/31 Nahla Kuck

Vance Berget, Michael Hansen, Roger Hasz, Zachary
Rohrbeck, Travis Schultz, Gloria Spaete

December
Wedding Anniversary's
12/09 Dennis & Karen DeNure

39

12/19 Glenn & Karin Westlake

18

12/26 Paul & Barb Bergum

41

12/27 John & Retta Kurth

47

12/29 Todd & Bridget Morris

22

Patsy Braker, Susie Krakow, Marilon Krebs,
Toni Peterson
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PASTORAL ACTS

GIVING TREE
For many, many years Faith has
shared God’s gifts with others
through the Giving Tree. Once
again, the Giving Tree is in the
narthex decorated with names and
gift suggestions/ideas for clients
who receive assistance from Lutheran Social
Services (LSS). Please take an ornament or two
and purchase a gift (s)($25 limit) for your special
person. We ask that you PLEASE SIGN YOUR
NAME AND PHONE NUMBER on the sign up
sheet that corresponds with the number on the ornament . We also ask that you wrap your gift(s),
attach the ornament to the gift(s) and place under
the tree by Sunday, December 11, thus giving time
to deliver the gifts to LSS in Beaver Dam and time
for them to distribute them to your special person.

November 6, 2016
Hannah Dykema
Parents
Joshua & Dan Dykema

RIGHTNOW
Get connected to Faith's new on-line resource
for children, youth and adults. rightnow
MEDIA is available to all Faith members to
help them grow in their Christian faith. It is a
resource of over 14,000 videos of sound
Christian content including a large selection
for children. You can also find help for
family and relationship concerns, in depth
studies of the bible and tools for church
leadership. To join, simply provide your
email address to the church office and watch
for a reply invitation from Pastor Bob (don't
forget to check your junk email folder too)
showing you how to sign up for the free
service. If you do not have internet access,
watch for regular tune-in sessions at Faith.

A reminder that all committee
reports for the 2016 ANNUAL
REPORT are due to Chris by
Friday, December 30. PLEASE
EMAIL YOUR REPORT TO
faith@faithcolumbuswi.org
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Update from the Finance Committee: We ask that the Holy Spirit guide us through our lives with
hearts inspired to give to the Lords church in any way they can. We thank all of you who have kept your
stewardship donations in your thoughts and plans. All is appreciated.
2016
Needed Monthly

Giving

Needed Monthly

2015
Giving

January

$19,584.00

$19,741.42

$18,785

$14,924.10

February

$19,584.00

$17,567.67

$18,785

$16,477.53

March

$19,584.00

$22,149.91

$18,785

$23,404.52

April

$19,584.00

$24,649.91

$18,785

$20,593.67

May

$19,584.00

$18,933.79

$18,785

$21,882.49

June

$19,584.00

$21,942.57

$18,785

$15,555.36

July

$19,584.00

$19,711.72

$18,785

$16,656.95

August

$19,584.00

$16,892.00

$18,785

$20,284.72

September

$19,584.00

$23,761.14

$18,785

$14,109.66

October

$19,584.00

$24,583.30

$18,785

$19,988.85

November

$19,584.00

$18,785

$21,659.35

December

$19,584.00

$18,785

$31,928.31

CONFIRMATION 2016
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