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Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes FINAL       
Meeting date: July 12, 2016 
Call to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Faith Lutheran Church 
Council members present: Jim Schieble, Pres.; Henry Elling, Vice Pres.; Amy Kary, Sec.; Eric Hoffmann, Treas.; Pat 
Sullivan; Libby Gilbertson; Roger Hasz; Pastor Bob Moberg 
Council members absent: Mary Larson;  Donna Hankes 
Others present: Pastor Lisa Nelson 
 
Why are we gathered? Opening from the Word and prayer:  Casting out fear, Ransomed Hearts video 
http://www.astoryfilm.com/videos 
 
How will we do our work? Meeting mechanics: 

1. Consider approval of minutes from the 6/14/16 Council meeting.  
A motion to approve was made by Henry Elling.  The motion was seconded by Roger Hasz.  The motion 
carried. 

2. Consider adoption of agenda. 
A motion to approve was made by Amy Kary.  The motion was seconded by Eric Hoffman.  The motion 
carried. 

 
Who will help us? Comments, questions or concerns from Faith members and/or guests present: 
 Evangelism committee leadership change notice – Joyce Leinke has asked to step down after the Lyster 
Sister’s performance in July. 
 
What steps will we take? Action Items: 

3. Consider treasurer’s report and authorization of expenditures as recommended by the Finance 
Committee.  
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Eric Hoffman.  Our General Operating account had a beginning 
balance of $2,394.09, deposited donations of $21,942.57, expenditures of $18,911.75 leaving a final 
balance of $5,424.91.  Eric also presented a detailed report of Faith Projects so that we could be aware of 
accounts that are not being used. These Memorials combine for a total of $33,735.44.  Our Savings 
account presently carries a total of $ 19,147.87.  A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by 
Henry Elling and was seconded by Eric Hoffman.  The motion carried. 

4. Consider moving remaining funds in FP account 5.03.236, the Betty Schubert memorial, to the Organ 
Replacement Fund per Rod Schubert’s request.   
In response to Rod Schubert’s request, Henry Elling made the motion to approve moving the Betty 
Schubert Memorial Fund containing $3,156.85 to the Organ Replacement Fund, presently containing only 
$105.00.  The motion was seconded by Pat Sullivan.  The motion carried. 

5. Consider T-shirt purchase for God’s Work Our Hands event. 
Pastor Lisa recommended the purchase of 100 T-shirts in support of this event.  After some discussion, 
Henry Elling made a motion for the purchase of 150 T-shirts at a cost of $7.00 each, 30 each of each size 
(S,M,L,XL,XXL) since they can carry over from year to year.  The motion included that funding should be 
provided by the Dale and Mary Sturdevant Memorial for $700 and the balance coming from the Internal 
Mission Fund.  Amy Kary seconded the motion and the motion carried.  Pastor Lisa will place the order. 

6. Consider replacement of the dual sanctuary furnace for $5,782.00 and ask that any usable parts be 
salvaged for potential use in the other furnaces.  The funds are to come from:  5.03.239 Furnace 
Replacement Fund $3,301.70, 5.03.224 Maintenance with Mission Match $1,350.00 and 5.03.212 General 
Maintenance Fund $1,130.30. 
The motion to approve this dual sanctuary furnace replacement was made by Eric Hoffman and approved 
by Roger Hasz.  The motion carried. 

http://www.astoryfilm.com/videos
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7. Consider approval of one service at 8 a.m. on September 11, 2016 because of God’s Work Our Hands 
event and Sunday school rally day. 
The motion to have only one service on 9/11/16 was made by Pat Sullivan and was seconded by Henry 
Elling.  The motion carried.  

 
How are we doing? 
Leadership comments – Jim 

 Church insurance status and calendar for review of coverage – Eric & Henry 
Our policy renewal date is in March.  Our carrier is Richards Insurance.  Anticipating a need to review 
coverages, it was noted that our agent, Dennis Buchta would be glad to review that with us. 

 Portico’s health advisory documents – should Faith members be actively talking about this and 
encouraging each other to live in a bodily healthy way?  
Pastor Lisa will check with a parish nurse she knows (Julie) and ask her about congregational options for 
presentations and practical services or programs.  Consideration was given to the support we may receive 
from congregation members in the health profession and from Columbus Community Hospital. 

 
Pastors’ reports  

 Pastor Bob – Status of covenant signing and letter to members on concern list; marriage task force 
meeting(s); worship committee status and plans; review of background check policy and practice; worship 
committee status; worship microphones repaired; cost of tax preparation expert to assist bookkeepers. 

1. Covenant – 21 letters were mailed with follow up due this coming month. 
2. Marriage task force – Had its first introductory meeting with the next one scheduled for 7/19 at 

6:30 p.m. 
3 Younger folks participating – Elizabeth Elling, Mary Larson, Martha Lueke for a total of 13. 
Synod Office info update – only 2 churches in our synod have addressed the issue, First Lutheran 
in Beaver Dam (positive) and St. Peters in Loganville (negative). 

3. Background checks – Erin Bussien does this for our Parish Protection Program.  This is done 
annually to review staff, Sunday school program volunteers and Council members and consists of 
a WI background check and mandatory viewing of a video on Adult/Child relationships within a 
congregation. 

4. Worship Service Committee consists of Tisha Kurth, Lisa Weisensel, Jan Zahn and Pastor Bob.  
Membership to be updated? 

5. A wireless microphone was recently repaired.  The bill of $70.00 was paid by Peter Kaland and we 
will to be able to reimburse him. 

6. A request has been made by Betsy to work with our tax consultants to learn year-end issues 
specific to church W-2’s.  We have two that must be amended back to 2014. This would cost but 
would be prudent. 

7. A request was made to compensate Pastor Bob’s sister-in-law, Karen, for playing at our worship 
service and that has already been done.  Concern was expressed that Lisa’a inability to be there 
that Sunday, because of her father’s illness, would reduce her income.  A motion will be 
presented at the next council meeting. 

 

 Pastor Lisa – Plans for God’s Work, Our Hands event 9/11 (Pat Sullivan and Liz Mitchell to help lead, 
possible honor service for emergency workers); adult discipleship opportunities (Accidental Saints and 
plans; Lyster Sisters concert. 

1. Pastor Lisa will be on vacation during our next council meeting so wanted to express her 
concern also that Lisa not lose pay from missing the one weekend over July 4th. 

2. Gods Work, Our Hands – Pat Sullivan and Liz Mitchell are assisting with this exciting event 
with a number of people serving as Team Captains for the various community projects.  
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The structure is set up and details are to follow.  Event should take about 3 hours that 
day. 

3. We would like to reach out and invite the members of Columbus’s Emergency Services to 
attend service on 9/11 if they are able. 

4. Pastor Lisa is preaching at Holy Trinity in Marshall of they have not been assigned an 
interim pastor yet.  She asked is others, especially Sandy Scheible, fill in here for her 
occasional absence. 

5. Pastor Lisa is leading a bible study centered on the book, “Accidental Saints”. 
6. This fall, Pastor Lisa is leading a discussion series on discipleship or “witnessing without 

being weird”.  It will prevent her participating in the fall stewardship process.  Others will 
need to help.  This may be a good time to broaden our view of financial giving. 

7. On July 31st, the Lyster Sister’s will be performing with teaser’s at our service that 
weekend. 
 

 
Tasks review and updates: 

I. Council members – updates on Faith group lists 
II. Review of past motions and status – assign tasks as needed – Jim 

III. Determine next Goal focus for August meeting – Sunday school plans for 2016 – Toni Fox and Carmen 
Bruss 

 
Administrative items 
Optional discussion (non-action) items if time allows: 

 An adjournment motion was made by Libby Gilbertson at 8:06 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Henry Elling 
and was carried. 

 Closing and sending from the sanctuary  -  We shared prayers at the Prayer Garden. 
 
Respectfully submitted on July 19, 2016, by Amy L. Kary, Council Secretary 

 

 
FLC – Property Meeting – July 6, 2016 

In attendance:  Scott Mathwich, Rod Schubert, Pat Sullivan, Bill Byrne and Duane Gilbertson. 
Minutes and lead by Scott Mathwich 

Agenda - minutes 
1. Opening prayer-6:47 PM Scott Mathwich 

2. Review Property expenditures YTD & Property related Faith Projects accounts.                Requisitions to 

end of June $903, 5.01.814 budget to end of June $996. 

3. One of four sanctuary furnace motors or the dual zoned furnace (two furnaces) replacement 

recommendation needed for July 12 Council Meeting.  $631 for the motor or $5,782 for the dual furnace.  

6 of 7 church furnaces are about 25 years old, 1 is newer. 

a. Vote was 1 for replacing the motor only, 4 for replacing the dual furnace per the TAS Proposal dated 

5-26-2016.   

b. The Property recommendation for the July Council meeting is to replace the dual sanctuary furnace 

for $5,782.00 and ask that any usable parts be salvaged for potential use in the other furnaces.  The 

funds are to come from:  5.03.239 Furnace Replacement Fund $3,301.70, 5.03.224 Maintenance 

with Mission Match $1,350.00 and 5.03.212 General Maintenance Fund $1,130.30. 
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4. Jim asked for a recommendation from Property for the July 12 Council Meeting to replace the 9 ceiling 

light fixtures in the Secretary & Senior Pastor’s offices for $1,091 coming from Faith Projects account 

5.03.236, Betty Schubert memorial.  Electrician charges additional if not contributed by a member.  

Known member electricians are Mark M., Don H. and Tory W.. 

a. Property declines to make this recommendation. 

b. Rod, being present, felt he communicated that the remaining funds in FP account 5.03.236, the 

Betty Schubert memorial, as of 12-31-2015, be re-designated from undesignated to the Organ 

Replacement Fund designation.   

c. Property would like to see a current Faith Projects spreadsheet updated from the last annual report 

showing all current amounts and designations.   

d. Concerning the light fixtures, Property is okay with addressing just the two light fixtures above the 

reception desk in the Secretary’s office.  Property is requesting time to re-evaluate options for those 

two fixtures.  

5. Sunday, September 11 is the ELCA – “God’s Work Our Hands” day.  What does Property have for members 

to do?  Need to start planning.  Possibly painting/staining front exterior.  Maybe soffits and trim on 

Saturday and balance on Sunday to tap volunteer schedules.  Other things? 

Property will lead a project to paint exterior portions of the church, contingent on the amount of 
volunteers.  Property will offer time slots on Saturday, September 10.  Areas of focus are the soffits, 
window trim, siding and front doors.  Scott will lead. 
 

6. Fellowship Hall cleaning in Summer, Church volunteers or professionally?  2015 Stanley Steamer $398, 

2014 volunteers $82.45.   

Rod will lead and gather volunteers to do the job this Summer.  Supply funds will come from 5.01.814 
Church Maintenance. 

7. Chair parts. 

 Scott will follow up sometime. 
8. De-humidifiers set up.   

Rod will follow up. 
9. Wish List items?  60” round table –  

a. Scott will ask the new SS Supers if they want this table. 
b. Property is wondering if the entry for the Organ Replacement Fund, by the Worship Committee, 
should be added back to the “Wish List” since there are designated funds for it from multiple sources, 
including “Fur, Fin & Feathers”.    

10. Review of our 3 Independent Contractors; church cleaning, lawn care and snow removal.          Do we want 

to bid out? 

Property is okay with going to bid on any or all ICs, using the approved S.O.W.s. 
11. Back yard drainage, add gutters and/or re-grade contours? 

Property is leaning towards adding barn sized gutters, Scott was given a name to check with and get a 
price.  Property is currently leaning away from moving soil. 

12. Pentecost Gift tally. 

Available upon request to Scott.  The gifts help reduce expense costs especially in Property accounts 
5.01.814 and 5.01.820. 

13. Paint disposal and large closet clutter. 

Scott is mixing old paint with kitty litter to solidify, then Advance will pick up.  There is some more to go. 
14. Project List review.  Not reviewed. 

15. New item:  Evangelism committee’s Memorial Tree. 
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a. Cathy Elling has painted the wall. 

b. Scott and Bill will lead the installation, Rod and Pat may help depending on schedules. 

16. New item:  Stained glass windows. 

Duane showed us how the stained glass windows are deteriorating from the outside.  We do not know 
how to address this other than finding a professional to inspect and provide advice. 

Closing Prayer – 8:17 PM Bill Byrne 

From the synod: 
 

WHAT MATTERS . . . . . Special Edition . . . July 8, 2016 
Message from Bishop Mary Froiland 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken us? Why are you so far from helping us, from the words of our 
groaning?  
I am tired of writing responses to acts of violence. First Orlando, then Baton Rouge and St. Paul, and now we 
have Dallas. 
Thursday night, Micah X. Johnson, a 25 year old black man, killed 5 Dallas Police Officers and wounded 11 
more, in a misguided search for vengeance. There is no justification for his action, no excuse, no rationale, no 
understanding. His was an abominable act. Our hearts break again for the families and communities that are 
shattered. We grieve alongside of the men and women of police forces around the country who mourn the 
violent deaths of their comrades.  
Supporting the officers who have committed their lives to protect and to serve our communities, and 
affirming that black lives matter, are not mutually exclusive. Both are important. There is something deeper 
going on here that gets lost when we say you can only support one or the other: black lives or police officers – 
that support of one is devaluing of the other. That’s simply not true. 
There is a deep, systemic racism (and homophobia, and xenophobia,) that lies at the root of so much of this 
violence. Our whole society is contaminated by this fear and mistrust of “the other”. Our criminal justice 
system is also deeply damaged by it. (For an ELCA study on this, I refer you to our social statement: The 
Church and Criminal Justice: Hearing the Cries.) Confronting, challenging, and changing this systemic racism 
we so easily fall prey to, is necessary and urgent. We need to see it and understand it so we can destroy it, for 
the sake of police officers, for the sake of black people, for the sake of all people who are seen as “other”, for 
the sake of white people, for the sake of the soul of our nation.  
We are at a point of crisis in our country. We can decide now to address and disable racist systems. We can 
listen to and learn from one another, we can name and claim and repent our own sin, we can end our 
complicity in systems that devalue and destroy. The alternative is to let our fear of “the other” control us, and 
watch violence and hatred win.  
We are Christ’s church. We have been entrusted with God’s story, to claim that story and share it. God’s story 
is a story that runs counter to the conventional wisdom of our society. God’s story – God’s dream for this 
good creation – is a story where the stranger becomes the neighbor, not the enemy. God’s story is one where 
love casts out fear. God’s story is the story of the unquenchable perseverance of light in darkness. Most 
importantly God’s story proclaims the promise of redemption and the victory of life over death. 
My dear people, choose life. Choose love and compassion and understanding. Choose peace over violence. 
We are better than what we have been seeing – better than what we have been showing. Jesus calls us to a 
new reality. He always has and he always will. May we have the heart to follow him. 
God’s Peace,  
Mary Stumme Froiland, Bishop 
South-Central Synod of WI, ELCA 
maryf@scsw-elca.org 
 
 “CONNECT!” (4 congregations have already signed up! Should yours?) 

mailto:maryf@scsw-elca.org
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Connect is a unique, two-year process for developing a strategy for your congregation’s future. It is a renewal 
process that strives to empower congregations to grow spiritually, discover their gifts as a congregation, and 
live out their faith in the community by sharing the gifts with which they have been blessed. It consists of 
workshops, a coaching relationship, homework for the leaders and the congregation, and developing a 
strategy for the congregation’s future. Over the two-year period there are four workshops. A brochure with 
complete details will be mailed this week. Rostered leaders and Congregational Presidents should keep an eye 
out for it. The first session will be held Saturday, October 1. For more information and/or to register, contact 
DEM, Rev. Erik Jelinek at erikj@scsw-elca.org. 

 


