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Faith Lutheran Church Council Agenda FINAL       
Meeting date: May 10, 2016 
Call to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Faith Lutheran Church 
Council members present: Jim Schieble, Pres.; Henry Elling, Vice Pres.; Amy Kary, Sec.; Eric Hoffmann, Treas.; Pat 
Sullivan; Libby Gilbertson; Roger Hasz; Mary Larson;  Pastor Bob Moberg 
Council members absent:  Donna Hankes 
Others present: Pastor Lisa Nelson 
 
Opening from the Word and prayer:  The Wizard of Oz, 1 Samuel 16:7 – How “heart” is defined. 
Meeting mechanics: 

1. Consider approval of minutes from the 4/12/16 Council meeting.  Tabled until next meeting. 
2. Consider adoption of agenda.  Motion to approve by Eric Hoffmann,.  Seconded by Pat Sullivan. Motion 

carried. 
 
Comments, questions or concerns from Faith members and/or guests present: 
 Jeanne Miller – placement of memorial plaque.  Jeanne gave a nice presentation on this wall composition 
designed to give memory to gifts given to the church.  The project was generously financed by the Evangelism 
Committee.  
                   Motion was made to move bulletin boards in Fellowship Hall to opposite diagonal wall and to place the 
new memorial Tree plaque to that location.  Motion made by Amy Kary and seconded by Eric Hoffmann. Motion 
carried. 
Action Items: 

3. Consider treasurer’s report and authorization of expenditures as recommended by the Finance 
Committee.   Eric Hoffman presented a thorough and concise report of the finances of the church.  While 
contributions are falling a bit short of anticipated receipts, they are following our customary trend of 
giving.  The expense for church secretary was up due to staffing needs as we brought Chris on board and it 
was noted that insurance costs have skyrocketed so will be reviewed before renewal.  Motion was made 
to approve the treasurer’s report by Henry Elling and seconded by Pat Sullivan. Motion carried. 
 

4. Consider task force nominees for marriage policy review and revision draft writing.  There was thoughtful 
discussion for the establishment of a task force to create a draft version for congregational consideration 
to update our present marriage policy.  Pastor Bob provided a list of class attendees who should receive 
an invitational letter and there will be an invitation in the church newsletter as well as appropriate 
announcements. Communications are to go out immediately as we hope to choose task force members 
and establish a timeline for project completion at our next council meeting.   Motion was made by Eric 
Hoffmann to approve communications as listed and was seconded by Henry Elling. Motion carried. 

 
Leadership comments – Jim 

 Goal 1 discussion – Education task force formation update.  This project is on hold as we contemplate how 
a new pastor’s ideas may shape the direction of this project. 

 Group contact update sheets.  These were given to each council member for updating committee 
membership. 

 Constitution update status and next steps.  Council members were given a draft prepared by Jim Schieble 
to review and compare to our original constitution.  New Synod requirements have been included and 
council input has been requested to clarify level of governance by activity.  Constitutional chapters and 
bylaws can be changed only by congregational vote while continuing resolutions can be changed by 
council approval.  Project completion set for July meeting so final draft may be presented for 
congregational approval in August or September.  This should be updated every three years on average. 
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 Survey – questions for next one e.g. communication preferences for newsletter, email blasts, internet, 
smart phones.  Survey ideas were presented and discussion was held of what subjects we need to address 
and particularly how technology may be used to enhance communication and religios support and 
education. 

 Plan for future facility needs and additions – Comments from Property Committee meeting.  Discussion 
was tabled until our next meeting regarding long-term plans for the building and grounds. 

 Prayer partners updates.  We are encouraged to participate in prayer with a new partner this month. 

 Faith Projects – status of accounts and purposes, relate to Wish List.  We reviewed a list showing available 
funding and encouraged to seek out appropriate activities to be funded. 

 
Pastors’ reports  

 Pastor Bob – Synod Assembly with comments from delegate Libby, letter to covenant non-signers 
There was insightful discussion of the 2016 Synod Assembly which included great music, Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton as keynote speaker, a healthy discussion of the Synod’s spending plan and congregational 
support.  We were also delighted to know that Pastor Lisa taught a class on “Lutheran Identity ina 
Changing World” which was well-received. 
The letter for covenant non-signers is in process with Pastor Bob working with the Evangelism Committee 
to complete the wording now that recipients have been identified. 
Additionally, Pastor Bob had several hand-outs supporting the marriage policy update and suggested the 
use of a “giving coin” for those who contributed using auto bill pay, etc., but who might enjoy the 
devotional act of placing this item in the basket on Sunday. 

 Pastor Lisa – Plans for God’s Work, Our Hands event 9/11? 
Jim Schieble volunteered to provide plexiglass for the Shanty Town sign. 
Pastor Lisa is seeking task force volunteers to plan for the God’s Work, Our Hands event in September 
which involves community support activities such as painting buildings in the park, coordinating with the 
fire department for a join involvement.  Pastor Lisa will contact the city regarding painting park buildings 
and Roger Hasz will contact the fire department.  Mary Larson will work on ideas for youth involvement.  
Pay Sullivan volunteered to be the Council representative on the task force. 

 
Tasks review and updates: 

I. Council members schedule for serving communion – Henry 
II. Review of past motions and status – assign tasks as needed – Jim 

III. Distribute prayer guide for prayer partners for the coming month. 
IV. Determine next Goal focus for June meeting – Marriage task force and charge 

 
Administrative items 
Optional discussion (non-action) items if time allows: 

 Adjournment motion was made at 8:54 p.m. by Pat Sullivan and was seconded by Henry Elling. 

 Closing and sending from the sanctuary  -  Due to our long meeting, Jim led the council in the Lord’s Prayer. 
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1 Samuel 16:7 NLT 
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD 
doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.” 
 
Proverbs 4:23 NLT  
Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course of your life. 
 
Luke 12:34 NLT 
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be. 
 
Deut 6:4-7 RSV 
"Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD; and you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your might. And these words which I command you this day shall be upon your 
heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, 
and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 


