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THE SEPTEMBER

NEWSLETTER
Faith...Serving God...Serving People

Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction
of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE
PROMISE:

MISSION STATEMENT
Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving
God’s people. We eagerly work towards the
realization of God’s Kingdom by:


Offering praise-filled worship to God.



Nurturing individual spiritual growth.



Fostering an environment of caring and
acceptance.



Reaching out to serve the needs of our
community.

God’s love stirs us to touch others with the
same love we have received—and invites
them to share our life of praise and service.
Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin






To attend services regularly.
To support the congregation financially.
To live responsibly as a Christian witness.
To become as involved as possible in the total life and work
of the congregation.
And this we promise to do by the help of God.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Hebrews 11:1
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS:
1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry.

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all.
3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent.
4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community.
5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion.
6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships.

We’re on the web:

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community needs.

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life.
Adopted March 2010
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
120 Faith Drive Columbus WI 53925
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America – ELCA
South-Central Synod of Wisconsin
FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB
Dear Friends in Faith –

120 Faith Drive

It’s not often that the attention of most Christian congregations is
focused on a matter of doctrine or scriptural interpretation. Mostly,
when parishes have a big meeting it is to debate about budgets or
carpeting decisions.

Pastor Bob’s “open”:
pastor@faithcolumbuswi.org

We will be holding a congregational meeting on October 9th to vote
on a resolution prepared by a taskforce of 15 Faith members and
approved by the Faith Congregation Council. This will be a matter of
doctrine and scriptural interpretation. Here is the resolution we will be
presented with for a vote:
“Same sex couples will be allowed to be married at Faith
Lutheran Church following the same pre-marriage
requirements as heterosexual couples”
We have been approaching this issue with prayer and Bible study and
conversation. OUR GOAL IS TO DO WHAT JESUS WOULD
HAVE US DO!
That shouldn’t sound strange to anybody, because (to quote the
communion liturgy) it is “the duty and delight” of the church: to do
what Jesus would have us do.
I have not seen a pole lately on what the American public in general
thinks about the rightness of same gender marriage. I do know that
attitudes are changing. I’m certain that not long ago a solid majority of
Americans would have said this is wrong. Now, perhaps not. It does
not matter.
The Bible says: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
[Romans 12:2]
We have been studying the Word of God together to see what is said
there about this issue. I don’t know any other safe basis for a Christian
to ground their faith and moral decisions on.
Without exception, Jesus is always expanding the borders of “the chosen people”; to gentiles, to women, to slaves, to the blind and lamb, to
the poor and oppressed. THAT – as a fundamental principle – is
WHAT JESUS WOULD HAVE US DO.
Cont. page 3
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Columbus, WI 53925
920-623-3610
Email: faith@faithcolumbuswi.org

Pastor Bob’s “private”:
rvmoberg@faithcolumbuswi.org
Pastor Lisa’s “open”:
nelsonkoksy@gmail.com
Website: www.faithcolumbuswi.org
Robert V. Moberg, Pastor
920-623-4390
Lisa L. Nelson, Assistant Pastor
608-834-8412
Sandra Schieble, CRPM
608-712-2910
Christine Hilbrich, Administrative Assistant
920-885-4741
Sue Frish, Assistant to Treasurer
920-484-6545
Betsy Woodward, Assistant to Treasurer
920-992-3485

CHURCH COUNCIL
Jim Schieble
President

920-763-3433

Henry Elling
V. President

920-623-0436

Amy Kary
Secretary

605-659-1808

Eric Hoffmann
Treasurer

608-843-0368

Libby Gilbertson

920-946-4475

Donna Hankes

920-210-6520

Roger Hasz

920-623-9923

Mary Larson

920-318-0462

Pat Sullivan

920-484-3545

The only question left then is, does the scripture
place homosexuals in a category of those that can’t
be included in the borders of the church. The answer
to that question is what we have been so diligent to
seek by studying the Bible.

wanted from the other person. When the machine
doesn't deliver, it gets shook or ignored. In highly
competitive marketplaces people often screen who
they will interact with by how they perceive their
own career can be advanced by the other person. If a
person can't help, they are abandoned. If they are
seen as a barrier or competitor, they are harmed.
These 'friendships' have been called consumer
relationships. If you give me what I want, I will stay
with you. If you don't, I'm outta here.

I BELIEVE THAT THOSE WHO STUDY THE
BIBLE CAREFULLY, SERIOUSLY, AND WITH
AN OPENNESS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL
FIND NO BASIS FOR EXCLUDING PERSONS
FROM THE BODY OF CHIRST ON THE BASIS
OF THEIR SEXUAL ORIENTATION.

Jesus calls us to a different type of friendship, a
covenantal relationship. Care and love are not based
on performance but on a commitment and a promise
to love the other person. Jesus wants us to base our
relationships on grace and mercy extended to each
other, not on fulfilling some personal criteria. In the
church we are taught that through Jesus' death and
resurrection God gives us a new heart, a place where
the Spirit can reside to guide us. Luther advises us to
remember our baptism every day as a way to focus
on this new heart. A grace-first way of living
involves encouraging that new heart in others even
when they say or do something that we do not like or
label as wrong. Jesus calls his church to be a place
where covenantal relationships abound. Let's strive
to make Faith more bountiful in covenantal
friendships.

If, before our congregational vote comes, you are
concerned about Faith’s fidelity to its Lord, Jesus
Christ, I ask and encourage you to come and talk
with one of your pastors. We need to know, together,
that this vote is about doing what we believe God is
calling us to do.
In Christ,
“Pr. Bob” Moberg

The “Pres Sez”
Vending Machine Friendships
One benefit of leaving the business world is the
sharp reduction in my access to vending machines.
Afternoons were the most dangerous time. The false
need for a little sugar or salt hit would present itself
to my tired brain as a solution for finishing the day in
a more energetic way. Since I was in a different
location each day, I had a variety of empty calories
to choose from. Having never lost the appetite for
peanut butter from very young I found Reese's
calling to me most strongly from behind the machine's glass. The Twixts and Gardettos added some
variety to my vending diet but the packaged cookies
never appealed. A dollar lighter, I would return to
my desk for two minutes of ecstasy(?) and a gain
of 300 calories.

Jim Schieble
Council President

Thanks to . . .







Have you ever had a so-called 'friend' who based
their friendship on what you would or could do for
them? Have you ever withheld your care for
someone else because they didn't do what you
wanted? It would be the very rare person who could
answer 'no' to both questions. Vending machine
friendships are relationships based on getting what is
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Sue Mathwich, Sue Frish, Marcia McMullen,
Betty Rahn, Sally Price and Ruth Nordal for
helping assemble the August NEWSLETTER.
ALL who donated juice packets and Granola bars
for the kids at Hephatha Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, our sister congregation
ALL the men who helped move tables and chairs
when getting the carpets shampooed.
Issac Olson, Rod Schubert, Pat Sullivan, Dennis
Langfeldt, Gene Boelte, for helping with the carpet cleaning on July 26

September 2016

There's going to be lots of excitement
happening in September!

Council Highlights
July 12, 2016
1. T-shirts have been purchased for the "God's
Work, Our Hands" event planned for September
11, 2016. Pat Sullivan and Liz Mitchell are
assisting Pastor Lisa in leading this fun
community service day along with a number of
Team Captains for the specific activities. Look
forward to signing up for your favorite
event! Please remember that there will only be
one service that day.

September 10 from 9-10: Introduction
to 3rd grade Bibles for 3rd graders and their
parents at Faith with Pastor Lisa
(nelsonkosky@gmail.com)

September 11 is Rally Sunday.

2. Approval was given to the Property
Committee for the replacement of our dual
sanctuary furnace.

September 11: God's Work
Our Hands.

3. Pastor Bob announced that, after an
introductory meeting in June, the Marriage Task
Force has its second meeting on July 19th at 6:30
p.m. The Task Force is charged with updating
Faith's marriage policy.

Who: Every member of Faith Lutheran Church—no
matter how young or how old!

ONLY ONE WORSHIP SERVICE THAT DAY: 8
A.M.

What: A day of serving our church and our community
We'll be fixing, cleaning, playing games with the elderly, and making things people can use.

4. Pastor Lisa is providing pastoral support
for Holy Trinity in Marshall as they await
assignment of an interim pastor. She is also
leading a series on Discipleship during the month
of August.

Where: Inside and outside our church building AND in
our community.
When: SEPTEMBER 11th, 2016
How: By signing up in the narthex and showing up on
Sept 11th

September 18: Backpack
Blessing at both services
(for adults too!)

JULY TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance as of 7/01/2016

$5,424.91

Income and donations

$19,711.72

Expenses

$20,510.29

Ending balance

Bring your backpacks and briefcases and
put them in front of the altar before worship.

$4,626.34

Installation of Sunday School teachers and assistants at 8
a.m. worship.

Confirmation Orientation for
parents AND Confirmands is

September 25: Bible Day
8 a.m. Confirmation students and mentors
receive a blessing and 6th graders receive
their NRSV Bibles.

Wednesday, September 7th at 5:45
p.m. We will hand out books and
materials to the students, talk about the
schedules and requirements for the year, and give a
preview of our Learning Events and Small Group
Events. We will also have some fun together as we
introduce the idea that we are a team traveling
together on the spiritual journey.

9:20 3rd grade Bible class with Pastor Lisa for 3rd graders
and their parents 10:30 a.m. 3rd graders receive their
Bibles in worship.
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SEPTEMBER
1
3
4
6
7
10
11
14
15
17
18
21
22
23
25
27
28
29
30

Patsy Braker, Reta Thies, Del Yerges
Kati Kahl
Dennis Langfeldt
Debbie Talg
Lyle Sampson
Cooper Anthon, Tory Weidemann,
Isabelle Bugge
Gracia Clark, Tony Clark, Jamine Kurth
Micaela Miller, Stacy Walz
Flynn Aeschlimann, Adelyn Lueloff
Landon Goering
Sarah Rowe
Ben Van Horn
Bailey Raether
Jadeson Hall
Beth Klossner
Diane Dhein, Russell Rahn
Kyle Kary, Eli Goering
McKenzye Bruss
Chloe Braker-Robbins
Georgia Eisenreich, Stephanie Dykstra

09/01 Betty Baxter, Ivan Thies
09/02 Ashley Hegge
09/03 Ron Huebner, Susan Rupp, Kim Steers
Blake Luzenski, Jacob Peterson
09/04 Leona Schaller, Joshua Selje
09/05 Chris Behl, Jeramy Grossman, Dylan Hart
Harvey Roberts
09/06 Beth Klossner
09/07 Sydney Rohrbeck, Eden Klossner
09/08 Linda Huebner, Tracey Wescott
Nevaen Schultz, Andrea Herrick,
Liam Schiesl
09/09 Joanne Sampson
09/11 Diane Dhein, Zachary Wescott,
Leverett Tadych
09/13 Shirley Andler, MasonBruss
09/14 Theresa Hein, Alan Strohschein,
Glenn Westlake, Kayla Hurckman,
Beckam Scheeler
09/16 Erik Rupp
09/17 Tracy Brozek, Skye Farr
09/18 Kali Shephard
09/19 David Kikkert, Jessica Cashmore,
Jack Fritz
09/20 Dawn Kaminski, Riley Kaminski
09/21 Rich McMullen, Bob Gorman,
Anne Herzberg
09/22 Hailey Hole
09/23 Lynne Wilken, Abigail Miller
09/24 Kimberly Rowe, Grace Kahl,
Carter Hansen
09/25 Suzanne Zahn, Kimberly Breuckman,
Chloe Braker-Robbins
09/26 Erick Frey, Frank Roelke II, Luke Kahl
09/27 Eric Anthon, David Weisman, Oscar Setz,
Owen Hankins
09/28 Caitlin Bedford
09/29 Sue Frish, Bridget Morris, Heidi Paul

September
Wedding Anniversary's

09/02
09/03
09/06
09/06
09/08
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/16
09/18
09/28
09/29

Jeff & Roxann Kirchberg
Nathan & Lisa Emler
Tony & Julie Clark
Lisa Nelson & Rob Kosky
David & Erin Weisman
Eric & Michelle Hoffmann
Mark & Susan Fagerburg
Duane & Elizabeth Gilbertson
Andy & Cara O’Brion
Henry & Cathy Elling
Dan & Wendy Watrud
Todd & Linda Brumm

21
17
24
18
9
12
29
30
16
29
20
27

Stephanie Dykstra, Becky Klosowski, Sara Yuds
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ALL 2016 committee budget requests
are due to Eric Hoffmann by September
15, 2016. If you have any questions
please contact Eric at 608-843-0368 or
ehoffmann1977@gmail.com

GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS
is September 11th!
This is an all congregation event, in which we
have the opportunity to serve our church and community!
Sign up in the narthex as soon as you can. And
don't forget: There will be only one worship service that day (8 a.m.), followed by a simple breakfast and service projects.

New Member
Sunday

This is also the first day of Sunday School, and
we'd like our Sunday School families to join us
for this important kick off of the school year! We
would like a parent to sign up with their child
(ren).

A New Member Class for those interested in
becoming a part of our congregation will be held on
Saturday, September 24th from 9:00am—
1:00pm. at the church. If you know of someone
interested in joining please contact Pastor Bob or
call the church office at 623-3610.

In the community:
*"At Home Again" Senior Residential Home coloring and games: Sandy Schieble, leader
*Projects in the City Park: Dave Weisman, leader
*Prayer Walk around town: Al Strohschein, leader
*Clean Daycare: Cathy Elling, leaders

PAINTERS NEEDED
We need painters to help paint the front exterior of
the church. You can be firmly standing on the
ground or using a ladder. Saturday, September 10,
9:30 am and/or Sunday, September 11, 9:30 am.
Sign up on the Narthex table for Saturday or Sunday,
or both days. We are painting the tan latex stain
color starting on the South side and depending on the
amount of volunteers, the West side. This is a God's
Work Our Hands event. Scott Mathwich is the
contact, Thank you.

At Faith Lutheran Church:
*Exterior painting: Scott Mathwich, leader (For
this activity you can sign up Saturday, Sept 10
and/or Sunday, Sept 11.)
*Wash windows: Julie Sennhenn, leader
*Fellowship Hall projects, such as:
Making fleece hats for the homeless
Baking cookies and delivering to the Fire, Police
and EMT locations
Creating greeting cards for college students
and shut-ins
Linda Huebner and Toni Fox, leaders

Congratulations to Richard &
Deanna Herrick on the birth of their
son Jeffrey Douglas Herrick born
July 31, 2016. His big sister is Andrea.

Thank you for signing up so that we can plan
ahead! However, you can still join us on Sept.
11th, even if you didn't sign up.
THE RED
TENTERS’
BOOKCLUB
For our September
selection we are reading Tuesday
Night Miracles by Kris Radish. We will meet on
Thursday, September 22, 7pm at the home of Sue
Gmeinder. New members are always welcome to
join us.

PASTORAL ACTS
August 7, 2016
Charli Rose Weidemann
August 14, 2016
Jay Jaemeson Pohlmeier
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Attention Sunday
School Families!

LUTHERAN WORLD
RELIEF DRIVE

Our first day of Sunday School
will be September 11th, 2016 at
9:20am. You can still turn your
forms into the church. If you did
not receive a form in the mail please pick one up at
church. Contact Toni Fox or Carmen Bruss with any
questions. Thank you to the many wonderful people
who have volunteered to teach Sunday school this
year!

Lutheran World Relief is helping all over the world
to make lives rewarding and fulfilled for people in
places that really need our help. Please consider giving a child or adult the gift of education by
purchasing school supplies for a School Kit.
A displaced individual the basic personal care
items by purchasing a Health Kit.
There is a complete list of items needed in this
Newsletter. You may place your items in the
Narthex in the boxes provided.

We still have a need for teachers and assistants
for Kindergarten, Second and Fifth grades. If
you are interested in helping, contact Toni Fox
tonifox3@yahoo.com) 1-920-210-4951 or Carmen
Bruss (carmenbruss@hotmail.com) 1-608-2194286

Packing day is Tuesday, September 27 @
10:00am. Volunteer helpers are needed. Questions?
Contact Reta Thies or Dianna Patrick.

Please consider helping in this very rewarding
opportunity to serve our church by spreading the
Word of God to children!

FLY NEWS
The Faith Lutheran high school youth group is
starting a new project this month! We will be putting
together survival packs for homeless teens in our area. Be on the lookout for a sample pack and supplies
in the narthex! We will be collecting the following
items through the end of September: shampoo, hand
and body wipes, hand sanitizer, toothbrushes, toothpaste, brushes/combs, deodorant and Chapstick.
Drop your donations off in the box in the narthex!

FUR, FIN & FEATHERS AT FAITH
October 27. The event planning meetings will be
held at 6:32 pm at the Kurth Brewery meeting room.
The meeting dates are Wednesdays, September 14,
28 and October 12. Please consider joining the
committee to plan the 10th annual fellowship event.
Information and pictures from past events are on the
church website under Outreach. Scott Mathwich is
the contact, Thank you.
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Update from the Finance Committee: We thank all of you for your contributions to the church. We

appreciate the generosity, and pray that the Holy Spirit continue to bless all of you and your families. We
are beginning to prepare for the upcoming budget season, and are looking forward to planning for the
churches mission for 2017.
2016
Needed Monthly

Giving

Needed Monthly

2015
Giving

January

$19,584.00

$19,741.42

$18,785

$14,924.10

February

$19,584.00

$17,567.67

$18,785

$16,477.53

March

$19,584.00

$22,149.91

$18,785

$23,404.52

April

$19,584.00

$24,649.91

$18,785

$20,593.67

May

$19,584.00

$18,933.79

$18,785

$21,882.49

June

$19,584.00

$21,942.57

$18,785

$15,555.36

July

$19,584.00

$19,711.72

$18,785

$16,656.95

August

$19,584.00

$18,785

$20,284.72

September

$19,584.00

$18,785

$14,109.66

October

$19,584.00

$18,785

$19,988.85

November

$19,584.00

$18,785

$21,659.35

December

$19,584.00

$18,785

$31,928.31

YES! We are getting geared up for Faith’s annual Spaghetti Supper on Saturday, October 22
AND (the men are cooking)!!!! Included in the evening events will again be a BAKE SALE and
the famous indoor PUMPKIN PATCH BUCKET RAFFLE (for children of all ages, young and
old alike). Please donate an item of a $15 value for the Pumpkin Patch Bucket Raffle and drop
off your item(s) at the church any time. Bake Sale items should be dropped off at the church by
3:00pm on the 22nd. Of course, the meal would not be able to happen without many, many volunteers. Sign up sheets for working will soon be found on the table in the narthex. Please look
them over and volunteer! ALSO, we are asking you to please sign up to provide your favorite bars/cookies for the
dessert. We are in need of around 144 dozen bars/cookies. Please have them to the church by 3:00pm on the
22nd. Committee chairpersons, Bruce and Jeanne Miller.

Interested in becoming a part of Faith’s music ministry?
FAITH CHOIR: We lift our voices to the Lord and so can you! The desire to sing is the only
requirement. All adults and confirmation age youth (and older) are welcome. We will resume
rehearsals on September 9 and rehearse every Wednesday evening from 7:40-8:50 p.m. in
the sanctuary. We sing two—three Sundays a month at the 8:00 Heritage Service. Please
consider joining us.
FAITHFUL RINGERS: What are those delightful sounds coming from the fellowship hall every Wednesday
night at 6:30 p.m. It’s the bell choir, rehearsing their songs. After an hour practice, a few clinks, clunks, and a
good measure of fun, we’re ready to ring every third Sunday of the month. If you are interested in learning
more, we invite you to come September 9 and explore becoming a ringer or substitute. (You do not have to
read music!)
Questions may be directed to Lisa Weisensel at 920–382-1188.
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