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Message from Pastor Lisa 

Happy New Year!  

Here are some quotes that were posted on our Faith Facebook page in 

2015.  

If you haven’t “liked” our page yet, please go to Facebook.com and 

type Faith Lutheran Church-Columbus, WI in the search box. Then, 

just click the “like” button. You have to have a Facebook account, but 

that’s easy to set up. And you don’t have to spend any more time on 

Facebook than it takes to check Faith’s page. 

2015 with Faith on Facebook:  

Take a deep breath in between reading each quote, and rest is God’s 

grace. 

“Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible things will hap-

pen. Do not be afraid.” Fredrick Buechner 
 

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no 
evil, for you are with me.” Ps 23:4a 
 

“Gratitude is the antidote to fear.” robin sharma 

 

“As life becomes harder and more threatening, it 
also becomes richer, because the fewer expecta-
tions we have, the more the good things of life 
become unexpected gifts that we accept with 
gratitude.” Etty Hillesum 
 

“If we could only see that God is there in the cracks of our 

splintered human lives, we would already be healed.” 

Ilia Delio 
 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in 

weakness.” 2 Corinthians 12:9 
 

“I have held many thIngs In my hands, 

and I have lost them all; but whatever 

I have placed In god’s hands, that I stIll 
possess.” martIn luther 

 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it.” John 1:5 

May this New Year bring you peace and joy, even if only for small mo-

ments at a time. God is in our midst; we have only to stop to look and 

listen. Jesus is calling. Jesus is healing. Jesus is leading. Follow him 
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The “Pres Sez” 
 

Retiring or Re-purposing 
 

I have a weakness for TV sitcom reruns. It all started with Tim Allen's, " Home Improvement", then Ray Romano's, 

"Everybody Loves Raymond" and now "Modern Family". They all aired in the 9:30 p.m. time slot as a wind-down to bed 

time. I watched them repeatedly to the point of knowing what was going to happen, but still telling Raymond not to do 

that stupid thing again. Guilty pleasure…waste of time; yes…maybe. As flawed as every character was and as unwhole-

some as some of the language and topics tended to be with the last one, there were almost always moments of re-

demption in every episode. 
 

I am also fascinated by words starting with re-. Maybe that interest grows from following Jesus - repent, redeem, re-

store carry such life-giving and holy meanings. I think it was Charles Swindoll who said as a summary of the Christian 

life to, "Look in - repent; look out - respond; look up - rejoice." When Jesus advises us to have the faith of a little child, 

He may be encouraging us to find child-like joy in the daily repetitions of God's goodness evident in the air we breathe, 

the flowers we smell and the water we are cleansed by. Or maybe it’s God's child-like nature that causes him to say to 

the sun, rise again and again and again…repeat the sounding joy. 
 

I recently retired from my commerce producing work. Older friends advised me that now I will be busier than ever 

with the stuff of life that gets set aside by the demands of a paying job. I have no doubt about the accuracy of the 

prophecy. I am hoping that the 'tired' portion of retirement can be minimized for as long as possible. I am aiming for 

this new age to be a time of re-purposing. I see Faith as a place where a large part of this revised reason for living can 

happen. I am grateful for all the fellow retired Faith members who are on this path already and looking for others to 

recognize that they have so much to yet to offer to building Christ's kingdom here and now in this place. 
 

Jim Schieble, Council President 

 

Peer Ministry Training—November 14-15 
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NOVEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT 

GENERAL FUND 

Beginning balance as of 11/01/2015         $ 2,639.74 

Income          $21,659.35 

Deductions         $19,953.00 

Cash Balance as of 11/30/2015        $ 4,346.09 

Council Meeting Highlights 

December 8, 2015 
 

 Troy Tadych shared Scrip report.  Sales for 2015 are about 

the same as 2014. 

 Consecration Sunday results/update was given. Event was a 

success. 

 Looked at and discussed a tentative layout of the 2016 

spending plan. 

 Treasurer’s report was presented and approved. 

 Funds from ELCA Good Gifts (up to $200) will be used to 

purchase any unclaimed tags on Faith’s Giving Tree. 

 January’s Council meeting has been moved to January 5, 

2016. 

Lisa Sebranek, Council Secretary 
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On the Lighter Side: 

                           ...Daily Survival Kit 

Items Needed: 

Mint-Candy Kiss-Tea Bag 

Eraser-Rubber Band-Toothpick 

Chewing Gum-Band Aid-Pencil 

WHY???? 

Toothpick—to remind you to pick out the 

good qualities in others.   Matthew 7:1 

 

Rubber Band-to remind you to be flexible.  

Things might not always go the way you want, 

but it will work out.   Romans 8:28 

 

Band Aid-to remind you to heal hurt feel-

ings, yours or someone else’s.  Colossians 

3:12-14 

 

Pencil-to remind you to list your blessings 

everyday.   Ephesians 1:3 

 

Eraser-to remind you that everyone makes 

mistakes, and it’s okay.   Genesis 50:15-21 

 

Chewing Gum-to remind you to stick with 

it, and you can accomplish anything.  

Philippians 4:13 

 

Mint-to remind you that you are worth a 

mint.   John 3:16-17 

 

Candy Kiss-to remind you that everyone 

needs a kiss or a hug everyday.   John 4:7 

 

Tea Bag-to remind you to relax daily and go 

over your list of blessings. 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Service for the Fall River-Columbus Commu-

nity is scheduled for Sunday, January 24, 

4:00pm at the Columbus United Methodist 

Church.  Faith members are encouraged to 

attend this ecumenical service. 

Many members are drop-

ping their landlines and go-

ing to cell phone use for 

family members. This is 

making it much more diffi-

cult for us to keep our rec-

ords current.  If you no 

longer are using a landline and have gone to 

cell phone(s) please call the church at 623-

3610 or by email at 

faith@faithcolumbuswi.org with your cell   

number(s) so I can update our records. 

Thanks, 

Ruth 

Call to Faith’s Annual Meeting 

Sunday, January 24, 9:30 a.m. 

Move it!  

Like so many human expressions that phrase can be taken 

many ways. In the context of Faith’s annual meeting, someone 

saying, “I move…” is what it takes to empower Faith’s mem-

bers to do their kingdom work.  
 

Contrary to political venues, our “move its” are motivated by 

the Spirit, offered in kindness and intended to build up, not 

tear down. 
 

Please come to the meeting. All covenant-signing members are 

eligible to vote on our spending plan and goals. We need good 

participation to ensure that the meeting is an authentic repre-

sentation of Christ’s body in this place. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cliparts.co/cliparts/pi5/87A/pi587AXAT.png&imgrefurl=http://cliparts.co/smart-phone-clip-art&h=512&w=512&tbnid=pU9vXJueF7RHOM:&docid=BKtnBoSEJkHAaM&ei=dhxnVta6A8TLjwTr24yACQ&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEwjWzaHQ7czJAhXE5Y
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel! 

Confirmation Tree Trimming Event-December 9 



THE RED 

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 

For our January  

2016 selection we are reading 

Rosemary: The Hidden  

Kennedy Daughter by Kate 

Clifford Larson.  We will meet 

on Thursday, January 28, 7pm 

at the home of Sue Frish.  New 

members are always welcome to 

join us.   
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Our Annual 

Meeting is 

scheduled for 

Sunday, Janu-

ary 24 at 

9:30am, fol-

lowing the 8:00 worship.  We 

will not be having the 10:30 

service.  Please bring your report 

with you. 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH 
OFFICE IF YOU… 

Are moving? 

Have a new phone number? 

Dropped your landline and 

have gone to cell phone only? 

Have someone in the hospital? 

(This updated information will help 

us keep our church records cur-

rent) 

PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

December 27, 2015 

Charles Edwin Schellin 

Parents: Jeremy and Cristine  
Schellin 

 
Madison Ella Schulz 

Parents: Florian and Amanda 

Schulz  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

December 19, 2015 

Tom R. Walker 

December 20, 2016 

Tom H. Buske 

Update from the Finance Committee:  We thank all of you who have contributed to our church this year. The holy spirit has moved many 

of you to give, and it shows. We ask for your continued prayers and vigilance in your giving. We do help our community and our neighbors when we 

give in the Lords name regularly. 

 Tim and Amanda Hole  
 John and Anola Popp 

The 

2015  

Annual 

Report 

will not be mailed.  You may pick up 

a copy of the report from the table 

in the narthhex beginning Sunday, 

January 17, 2016. 

2015 2014 

  Needed Monthly Giving Needed Monthly Giving 

January $18,785 $14,924.10 $19,290 $12,509.62 

February $18,785 $16,477.53  $19,290 $14,551.92 

March $18,785 $23,404.52 $19,290 $16,202.12 

April $18,785 $20,593.67 $19,290 $25,154.03 

May $18,785 $21,882.49 $19,290 $13,847.81 

June $18,785 $15,555.36 $19,290 $17,089.05 

July $18,785 $16,656.95 $19,290 $17,517.08 

August $18,785 $20,284.72 $19,290 $16,790.01 

September $18,785 $14,109.66 $19,290 $15,175.10 

October $18,785 $19,988.85 $19,290 $14,439.78 

November $18,785 $21,659.35 $19,290 $16,028.32 

December $18,785   $19,290 $27,670.72 

Average Monthly Giving     $17,247.96 



          JANUARY 
      4 Kalab Kohl 

 Matthew Kohl 

      6 Sophie Gille 

 Breanna Kelly 

 Bennett Emler 

     7 Kevin Watrud 

     8 Linda Huebner 

 Dwane Talg 

 April Abufares 

    11 Natalie Severson 

    12 John Popp 

    13 Claire Westlake 

 Betsy Woodward 

    15 Gunner Steers 

 Jackie Price 

 Melody Tadych 

 Harlow Kuck 

 Leo Kuck 

 Nahla Kuck 

    18 Skye Farr 

 Lynne Dhein 

    22 John Baeseman 

 Alex Zahn 

    26 Megan Ferrera 

      Derek Berget 

    28 Trevor Miller 

 Ryan Hasey 

 Connor Kelm 

    31 Audrey Cashmore 

 Sarah Hoene 
 

Cliff Destree, Brenda Hochstatter, 

Cary Hochstatter, Lori Kikkert 
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Thanks to . . . 

-Sue Frish, Sue Mathwich, Karen 

Decker, Sally Price, Marcia McMul-

len, Betty Rahn for helping assem-

ble the December Newsletter. 

-Dick and Bev Hartl for the dona-

tion of the two wreaths above the 

entrance doors; Eugene and Bev 

O’Brion for sponsoring altar can-

dles; Chris Weatherman and Linda 

Durtschi for sponsoring the Advent 

wreath candles; Carmen Briones 

and Tisha Kurth for sponsoring the 

Christ candle and Christmas can-

dles; Eugene and Bev O’Brion for 

donating the Christmas trees; Dar-

lene Tjugum for “sharing” her Na-

tivity figures. 

-Gene Boelte, Rod Patrick, Rod 

Schubert and Denny Langfeldt for 

putting up the Christmas trees. 

-the Confirmation youth/parents 

for decorating the Christmas trees. 

-ALL who provided Giving Tree 

gifts.  

-Kimberly Rowe, Henry Elling and 

Tisha Kurth for assembling and 

decorating the Giving Tree with gift 

tags. 

-Terry and Ruth Nordal, Carolyn 

Gorman, DeAnn Gaska, Steve and 

Julie Sennhenn, Emogene Johnson, 

Brynna Gonzalez, Joyce Miller, Josh 

and Dana Dykema, Lynn and Diane 

Dhein, Margaret Miller, Roger and 

Marge Westphal, Rod Schubert, 

John and Anola Popp, Bob and 

Lynne Moberg, Gene and Connie 

Frey, Tom and Liz Mitchell, Patti 

Raether, Carmen Briones, John and 

Retta Kurth and Sue Frish for spon-

sored poinsettia plants. 

-Deborah Severson; Margaret Mil-

ler; Bev O’Brion; Joyce Abegglen; 

Sue Frish; DeAnn Gaska; Riley and 

Dawn Kaminski; Ruth Nordal;  

Simons Family; Amy and Jack 

Roelke; Jim Schieble; Pat and Judy 

Sullivan; Amy Kary; Sally Price; Liz 

Mitchell, Owen and Tylar Hankins; 

Terri Messer; Toni Fox Family; 

Daryl Severson; Pat Schellin and 

Pastor Bob for ringing the Salvation 

Army Bell at Pick ‘n Save.   

 

  Bonnie Adam,  

  Heidi Agnew, Jenny  

  Anthon, Ariel  

  Baeseman, John 

  Baeseman, Jan 

Boelte, Savannah Cashmore, Ashley 

Cooper, Brian Dauman, Hudson 

Dykema, Cathy Elling, Graham 

Fagerburg, Connie Frey, Dylan 

Foulkes, Connie Frey, Brooke Goe-

ring, Carolyn Gorman, Molly Kahl, 

Paul Larson, Merlyn Lienke, Mark 

McNamee, Jay Miesfeld, Dustin Mil-

ler, Tina Miller, Tom Mitchell, Julie 

Murray, Bev O’Brion, Madison 

O’Brion, Jean Paul, Skyler Peterson, 

Craig Rohrbeck, Judy Rubert, Mat-

thew Salzman, Gary Selje, Emma 

Severson, Jami Severson, Gloria 

Spaete, Michael Steiner, Skyler Stei-

ner, Augustus Tadych. 

 

Televised Service Times 

 Digital Channel 980 

Faith’s worship services are aired 

at 9am Monday through Friday. 
 

-the Sunday school teachers, children, 

directors Melody Tadych, Kati Kahl and 

music leader Lisa Weisensel for the 

wonderful Christmas program. 

-Pam Larson, Tisha Kurth, Pastor Lisa, 

Shelly Salzman, Beth Simons, Nikki 

Grossman, Jill Abegglen, Kim Steers, Lori 

Kikkert for providing food for the 

Memory Making Event and to all who 

donated crafts for the event.  

 

Congratulations 
to Michelle and Eric 

Hoffmann on the 

birth of their daugh-

ter, Samantha Lee on 

Friday, December 18 at St. Mary’s 

Hospital, Madison.  Samantha weighed 

7#14oz and 20” long. She has sister 

Lydia and brother Andrew at home.  



 

 

 

 

 

Return Service Requested 

Faith Lutheran Church 

120 Faith Drive 

Columbus WI  53925-1602 

NONPROFIT ORG 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Columbus, WI 53925 

Permit No. 70 

THE JANUARY 

NEWSLETTER 
 Faith...Serving God...Serving People 

 

             Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 
 

                                       Hebrews 11:1 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving 
God’s people.  We eagerly work towards the 
realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 
acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 
community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with the 
same love we have received—and invites 
them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 To support the congregation financially. 
 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 
And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.                                                   Hebrews 11:1 

FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS: 

1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry. 

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and 

serves all. 

3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent. 

4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community. 

5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion. 

6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relation-

ships. 

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address commu-

nity needs. 

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life. 

                                                                                     Adopted March 2010 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


