
Message from Pastor Lisa 

Why Christian? 

I went to a conference last month that was absolutely amazing! It was called, 

“Why Christian?” and the promotional materials explained the title in this 

way: 
 

“Why—with all the atrocities past and present committed in God’s name, 

amidst all the hostile divisions ripping apart Christ’s Church, in spite of all 

our own doubts and frustrations and fears about faith—are we still Christian? 

Why do we still have skin in the game?” 
 

And then women like Rachel Held Evans, who wrote The Year of Biblical 

Womanhood, and Nadia Bolz Weber, who wrote Salvation on the Small Screen 

and Pastrix, answered the question of why they are a Christian with personal 

testimony. In fact, 13 women of different colors and sizes and orientations 

answered that question. 
 

It was two days of hearing these women give witness to their faith: their 

Christian faith. In a world where being a Christian is only seen as a strength if 

you live in the Bible belt, this was amazing! Being Christian is especially out of 

vogue for young people, yet all but 3 of these 13 women were younger than 

me!  
 

If I had to sum up their talks in just a few sentences, I would say they an-

swered the question of Why Christian in this way: I am a Christian because 

Jesus gives me hope, and being with followers of Jesus gives me even more 

hope.  
 

Their answer to Why Christian gives me hope—for the Church and for the 

world. These women talked of a living faith, a faith that sustains them, but 

they are not afraid to question. They aren’t afraid to disagree with what the 

Church has said for years. They aren’t afraid to think outside of the box. 

 

This gives me hope too. If we as the Church are going to make any sense to 

younger generations it’s going to be because we are not afraid to question, 

to disagree, and to think outside of the box.  

 

These women were not only passionate about their faith but they were also 

passionate about living out that faith, living out God’s radical love for this 

world. God’s love embraces all people, no matter how they differ from us. 

God’s loves gives itself away, no matter how it’s received-- even if it’s reject-

ed.  
 

That’s why I’m a Christian. Because Jesus gives me hope, and through him, 

we can embrace this crazy world, with a love that can even handle rejection. 

And being with followers of Jesus gives me more hope. Because we cannot 

go it alone in this world. We need each other.  
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SEPTEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning Balance as of 9/01/2015  $     3,333.92 

Income      $    14,109.66 

Deductions     $    18,192.63 

Cash Balance as of 9/31/2015   $       -749.05 

LWR—2015 LWR (Lutheran World Relief) Packing Day 

Results: 10 School Kits, 103 quilts (379 lbs), 5 Health Kits, 2 Sew-

ing Kit, 16 lbs. of soap.  Thanks to all who made donations, to Rod 

Patrick, Dianne Patrick, Reta Thies and Marge Miller for packing the 

items, to Ivan Thies for taking the items to the train in Madison. 

THE RED  

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 
For our November 

selection we are read-

ing The Girl You Left 

Behind by Jojo Mayers.  We will meet 

on Thursday, November r 19, 7pm at the 

home of Ruth Nordal.  New members 

are always welcome to join us.  Please 

call the church office at 623-3610 with 

questions. 

For several years Faith Lutheran Church has shared 

God’s gifts with others through the Giving Tree.  

Again, the Giving Tree will be in the narthex decorat-

ed with  names and gift suggestions/ideas for clients 

who receive assistance from Lutheran Social Services 

(LSS).  Please take an ornament or two and purchase 

a gift (s)($25 limit) for your special person. We ask that you PLEASE 

SIGN YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER on the sign up sheet that 

corresponds with the number on the ornament .  We also ask that you 

wrap your gift(s), attach the ornament to the gift(s) and place under 

the tree by Sunday, December 6, thus giving time to deliver the gifts 

to LSS in Beaver Dam and time for them to distribute them to your 

special person. 

On  the Lighter Side. . . 

                                         God Is Like    
God is like HALLMARK CARD. He cares 

to send His very best. 

God is like TIDE. He gets the stains out 

others leave behind. 

God is like GENERAL ELICTRIC. He 

brings good things to life. 

God is like SCOTCH TAPE. You can’t 

see Him, but you know He’s there. 

God is like DELTA. He‘s ready when you 

are. 

God is like the U.S. POST OFFICE. Nei-

ther rain, nor snow, nor sleet , nor ice 

will keep Him from His appointed desti-

nation. 

God is like VO-5 Hair Spray. He holds 

through all kinds of weather. 

God is like BOUNTY. He is the quicker 

picker upper. Can handle the tough jobs. 

And He won’t fall apart on you. 

God is like COKE. He’s the real thing. 

God is like BAYER ASPIRIN. He works 

miracles.   

Council Highlights 
October 13, 2015 

 Approved the Treasurer’s report and authorization of expendi-

tures as recommended by the Finance Committee. 

 Approved scholarships for Hephatha and Faith youth to attend 

the Peer Counseling Workshops. (The Peer Ministry Leadership 

training will be held at Faith on November 14-15.) 

 Approved the independent contractor statement of work and 

agreement documents as recommended by the Property com-

mittee. 

Lisa Sebranek                                                                           

Council Secretary 

An Eclectic List for Which to Give Thanks! 

What am I thankful for? Let me name a few. My family and relatives, 

cherished friends, good neighbors, our comfortable home with flow-

ers and veggie gardens, plenty of food, drinkable water.  For our 

church and hymn sings, eyes to see faces and places, ears to hear 

music, voices and bird songs. For my efficient non-mechanized rub-

bish collector.  For the freedom not to use substances that impair 

my ability to enjoy the blessings of life or endanger my health. And 

for every brave person whose sacrifice enables me to enjoy all these 

blessings.  And, for my TV mute button.  
                                          Edith Sylvester, Middelton  Submitted by Thelma Bergum-Hurd 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://lunar.thegamez.net/uncategorized/christmas-tree-clip-art/christmas-tree-clip-art-vector-clip-art-online-royalty-free-504x597.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartsheep.com/40-free-christmas-tree-vectors-2014-18-clipa
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MEMBERSHIP COVENANT 

SIGNING Our annual signing of 

our Membership Covenant has 

been set for Sunday, November 

22.  Faith’s constitution requires 

the annual signing of the covenant 

in order for you to maintain your 

membership at Faith Lutheran Church. If you can 

not be present on November 22, the 2016 

Covenant will be out in the narthex of the 

church until the end of December.  For those 

having young adults away from home who wish 

to retain their membership at Faith, Thanksgiving 

and Christmas are good times for them to sign. 

Our Christmas Memory 

Making Event will be on Dec. 

11th at 6 p.m. Join us for hot 

dogs and chili and wonderful 

Christmas crafts. We’ve had a 

great group of people in years 

past, so make this a Christmas tradition for 

your family! Contact Pastor Lisa with any ques-

tions you might have. 

Glenn Andler, Maizie Anthon, 

Thelma Bergum-Hurd, Colin 

Brumm, Bill Byrne, Natalie Cass, 

Doris Chase, Lynn Dhein, Hay-

ley Donner, Linda Durtschi, 

Elizabeth Elling, Devin Foulkes, 

Shane Gille, Tylar Hankins, Michael Hansen, 

Roger Hasz, Deanna Herrick, Sarah Hoene, 

Ryan Huebner, Clarissa Hynes, Brianna Jakel, 

Judy Kaland, Ben Kohl, Brandon Kurth, Eric 

Mathwich, Tim Mathwich, Marcia McMullen, 

Joel Miller, Trevor Miller, Andy O’Brion, Grey-

son O’Brion, Erica Patrick, Garrett Patrick, 

Josh Ritchie, Mike Ritchie, Ivy Roelke, Ryder 

Rozinski, Travis Schultz, Daryl Severson, David 

Thelen, Theresa Thelen,  Erin Weisman, Claire 

Westlake. 

Mark and Bonnie Adam, Rick and  

Georgia Eisenreich, Nina Jones, 

Kyle and Amy Kary, Brandon and 

Jamine Kurth, Rich and Marcia 

McMullen, Chris and Tina Miller, 

Becky Oehlert, Arlene Oelke, David and Deb-

orah Severson, Tom and Joyce Walker.  

Congratulations! 

 

The “Pres Sez” 
Ear drops 

We have antibiotics now for ear aches. As parents we were 

extremely grateful for them when the kids suffered from this 

malady. If you follow modern medicine, you may be aware of 

the concern about superbugs. These are not the latest creation 

of Marvel Comics to be seen in the next Avengers' movie. 

These are bacteria created by the overuse of a good human 

discovery, antibiotics. I am not a doctor so I will not wax (pun 

intended) long on this topic. 
 

I am of the age where the only relief for childhood ear aches 

was ear drops. I do not know what was in this medicine. I'm 

sure I could find some information about it on Wikipedia, but 

that's not the point of this message. I do recall the process. 

"Mom, I have an ear ache." "Go lay down, I'll get the ear drops." 

"Please make sure they aren't too hot." "Just go lay down." On 

the bed and in my pajamas, ear aches never happen during the 

day, I waited. Soon mom would come in with the little dropper 

bottle warmed in a pot of water on the stove, no microwaves 

yet. I would brace myself for the possibility that she had timed 

it wrong and the drops would be too warm. When they were 

just right, the soothing liquid would descend down the ear canal 

and bring temporary relief from the pain. If we were lucky, we 

would gain enough relief for both of us to get to sleep. 
 

I still use Vicks Vaporub from time to time, much to the chagrin 

of others in the house, but I believe it works for cold relief bet-

ter than any decongestant oral pill. Maybe it is just the memory 

of it being rubbed on my childhood chest by a caring parent and 

the love with which it was applied. Despite the occasional tears 

from getting some in the eyes, it did open up the airways. For 

serious congestion there was the Hankscraft steamer, now it's 

a no heat atomizer, that could run all night delivering the Vicks' 

vapor to my little lungs. 
 

As the body of Christ, what is it about our ears and our noses 

that we need to let the Spirit work on in us. I believe warmth 

and comfort is found in the open ears of a friend or even an 

acquaintance with the skill to listen well. "Seek first to under-

stand then to be understood." This is so easy to say but ex-

tremely hard to do. The Peer Ministry Leadership training that 

Faith is hosting this month will help the participants improve 

this vital skill. What a comfort they will be to the people God 

sends them. I believe it is a good spiritual practice to be con-

scious of our breathing from time to time. It is only when a 

cold makes us aware of our lack of breath that we sometimes 

really appreciate an open nose. Breathing can be used to help 

us focus on the constant availability of the Spirit, the Comforter 

sent by Jesus to each of us if we will just call on her. 
 

Jim Schieble, Council President 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=2155


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUILT SUNDAY OCTOBER 4—Our quilting ladies have worked 
hard during the year making 103 quilts for LWR (Lutheran World Re-
lief) which will be set to third world countries, 11 quilts for St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Madison, and 7 quilts were given to our senior 
grads as a gift from the congregation. Thrivent “Care in the Congrega-
tion” also gave $250 to help defray shipping costs.  Picture (left to 
right) Jan Boelte, Sue Frish, Marjorie Westphal, Connie Frey and Dianne 
Patrick.   
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Thanks to . . . 
 Dianne Patrick, Sally Price, Sue 

Mathwich, Sue Frish, Betty Rahn, 

Michelle Hoffmann and Marcia 

McMullen for helping assemble 

the October NEWSLETTER. 

 Scott Mathwich and his crew for 

organizing another successful 

“Fur, Fin and Feathers @ Faith” 

event. 

 Bruce and Jeanne Miller for co-

chairing the Spaghetti and the 

many, many members who made 

it another successful event at 

Faith.  

 Glenn Andler for fixing the bro-

ken table leg and redoing the al-

tar railing. 

 David Baxter for painting the  

      altar railing. 

 Jennifer Herzberg for donating 

the mum plants for the two 

planter boxes. 

 Margaret Miller for sewing school 

bags for LWR and Prayer Pillows. 

 Reta Thies, Margaret Miller, Rod 

and Dianne Patrick for packing 

the items for LWR Clothing 

Drive; Ivan Thies for taking the 

items to the train in Madison; to 

Thrivent’s Care in the Congrega-

tion for donation of $250 to-

wards the shipping cost. 

 Sally Price, Sue Mathwich, Reta 

Thies, Dianne Patrick, Marcia Mc 

Mullen, Betty Rahn and Michelle 

Hoffmann for helping assemble 

the two Stewardship mailings.  

Television Service Times 

Digital channel 980 

Cable channel 98 

Faith’s worship services are aired on 

the following days and times: 

Monday–Friday @ 9:00am. 



      NOVEMBER 

   1 Terri Messer 

 Cindy Nickell 

 Al Strohschein 

 Suzanne Zahn 

   2 Richmond Krahenbuhl 

   3 Elizabeth Gilbertson 

   5 Kayla Hurckman 

   6 Abigail Miller 

   8 Becky Klosowski 

   9 Erik Rupp 

 Abbigail Olson 

 Ashley Olson 

   10 Zachary Wescott 

 Lynne Wilken 

   11 Shirley Andler 

 Kristen Hart 

 Ashley Hegge 

   13 Ashley Schultz 

   15 Steve Rowe 

 Brianna Sweney 

   16 Jack Fritz 

   17 Joel Miller 

 Tracey Wescott 

   18 Frank Roelke  

   19 Samantha Setz 

   20 Aaron Corlett 

 Emma Kelly 

 Julie Berget 

 Brandon Kurth 

    26 Hayley Donner 

 Brooke Goering 

 Kelsey Schleif 

 Caitlin Bedford 

   28 Anne Herzberg 

 Shane Gille 

 Theresa Thelen 

   29 Caroline Morris  

   30 DeAnn Gaska 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Worship 

November 25 @ 7pm  

Faith Lutheran Church will once 

again be hosting a Thanksgiving 

Worship Service on Wednesday, 

November 25 at 7pm which the 

community is invited to attend.  

The interim pastor, Rev. Elizabeth 

Voight, from Olivet Congregational 

United Church of Christ, will be 

preaching. Once again we will be 

collecting non-perishable food 

items for the Columbus/Fall River 

Food Pantry and ask that you bring 

your non-perishable items with you 

when you some to worship with us 

on November 26, or drop your 

items off in the box which is locat-

ed in the entrance of the church.   
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        Sunday, November 1                            

         is a very old and nearly 

         universal festival in the 

         church.  It is the most 

important of the Lesser Festivals.  

The purpose of All Saints’ Day is 

to remember all those who through 

the ages have lived and died in the 

Christian faith.  Besides remembering 

the saints of all ages, All Saints’ Sun-

day is also an appropriate time to 

remember those who have died dur-

ing the past year.  It is an old custom 

of the church to remember them by 

name in the prayers on that Sunday.  

If you have relatives or friends who 

have died since November 2, 2014 

that you would like to have included 

in the prayers on Sunday, November 

1 please call the church office at 623-

3610 before Thursday, October 29. 

 
PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

October 11, 2015 

Brody Walter Lewke 

Callan Bradford Lewke 

Parents: Brad and Martha Lewke 

 

 

 

 
 

October 11, 2015 
Betty J. Schubert 

October 16, 2015 
Russell Lang 

October 17, 2015 
Margaret H. Bader 

 

 

 

 

October 18, 2015 
Confirmation Sunday 

Heidi Agnew, Emma Baxter 

Drake Berget, Kendra Gillett 

Abigail Halfmann, Martin Halfmann 

Scott Hoffman, Sam Kahl 

Skyler Peterson, Adam Zahn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 25, 2015 
Kindergarten Bible 

Presentation 

Kendra Abegglen, Dexter Agnew 

Alyse Anthon, Jadie Berget 

Mason Bruss, Stella Gille 

Lauren Hansen, Andrew Hoffmann 

Jocelyn LeClair, Kailey Shroud 

Nevaen Schultz, Ivy Roelke 

Gavin Price 

address change 

Tim and Amanda Hole 
459 Waterloo Street 
Columbus WI 53925 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=10978&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl&topic_id=77
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Update from the Finance Committee:  We thank the Lord for all that we have been blessed with for this year. 

September was a down month for giving. We ask that members of the congregation keep us in their thoughts and 

prayers for the remainder of the year, and the upcoming budget period.  It appears there is a shortage at the end of 

September in the software; however, there was not a shortage at the bank that day. It depends on when debits and 

credits are transacted at the bank.  

2015 2014 

  Needed Monthly Giving Needed Monthly Giving 

January $18,785 $14,924.10 $19,290 $12,509.62 

February $18,785 $16,477.53  $19,290 $14,551.92 

March $18,785 $23,404.52 $19,290 $16,202.12 

April $18,785 $20,593.67 $19,290 $25,154.03 

May $18,785 $21,882.49 $19,290 $13,847.81 

June $18,785 $15,555.36 $19,290 $17,089.05 

July $18,785 $16,656.95 $19,290 $17,517.08 

August $18,785 $20,284.72 $19,290 $16,790.01 

September $18,785 $14,109.66 $19,290 $15,175.10 

October $18,785   $19,290 $14,439.78 

November $18,785   $19,290 $16,028.32 

December $18,785   $19,290 $27,670.72 

Average Monthly Giving     $17,247.96 

The Labyrinth & Prayer Garden used $25 of the donated Jung Dollar coupons in the purchase of quality 

bagged planter mulch.  Thank you.. 

   We would like to thank each and every one of you that helped make the Spaghetti  

   Supper Fundraiser a great success again this year.  We do not have any numbers yet,  

   but as soon as we do it will be announced. Thank you so much to Michelle Hoffman for  

   continuing to take on all the work that goes into the Pumpkin Patch – she does such a  

   great job!  One-half of the total proceeds this year goes into the general fund, with the  

   remaining half going toward a new memorial wall plaque fund, Wounded Warriors, FLC  

   Youth Fund, and mission support.  A most sincere thank you to Paul & Barb Bergum for 

the beautiful floral arrangements, Bev & Eugene O’Brion for donating toward the event costs, Ruth for all that 

you do prior to the event (and what you remind me of so I don’t forget), the dessert donations, the clean-up 

crew, and all those that worked, especially those that worked the whole night through cooking spaghetti, serv-

ing, and helping in the kitchen and dessert room.  We feel so blessed to be a part of such a wonderful church 

family.   

God Bless you all, Bruce and Jeanne Miller. 
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THE NOVEMBER 

NEWSLETTER 
 Faith...Serving God...Serving People 

 

             Now faith is the assurance 

of things hoped for, the conviction 

of things not seen. 
 

                              Hebrews 11:1 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE 

PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 

 To support the congregation financially. 

 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 

 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-

tion of things not seen. 

                                                                     Hebrews 11:1 

     FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS: 

1. Equip members for lifelong spiritual growth and ministry. 

2. Continue being an accepting congregation that welcomes and serves 

all. 

3. Develop a climate of joyful giving - money, time and talent. 

4. Use our facility to minister to the needs of the community. 

5. Develop a site and facility plan, including potential expansion. 

6. Work towards building intergenerational activities and relationships. 

7. Be a driving force within the ecumenical group to address community 

needs. 

8. Continue and expand our engaging and varied worship life. 

                                                                                  Adopted 2010 


