
Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
Meeting date: August 11, 2015 
Call to order at 6:30 p.m. 
Location: Faith Lutheran Church 
Council voting members present: Jim Schieble, Pres.;  Eric Hoffman, Treas.; Todd Morris; 
Libby Gilbertson; Donna Hankes; Pastor Bob Moberg 
Council members absent:  Jennifer Herzberg; Lisa Sebranek 
Others present: Pastor Lisa Nelson 
Opened with the Word and prayer: 
 
Meeting mechanics: 
Eric/Donna motion to approve minutes from the 7/14/15 Council meeting. Motion passed. 
Eric/Todd motion to adopt the agenda.  Motion passed. 
 
Jim welcomed new Council member Roger Hasz, who will fill an open term through the end of this year. 
 
Jim encouraged Council members to email him with any concerns we receive from Faith members.  We 
discussed ways to get feedback from members.  Perhaps more surveys, or host cottage meetings, or 
offer listening sessions – announcing the topic in advance. 
 
Discussion held on the Constitution update status report.  This is the version ELCA has requested, which 
is only a number change.  The Synod needs to review before any changes are actually made. 
 
Action Items: 
3. Reviewed Treasurer’s report and authorization of expenditures as recommended by the Finance 
Committee.  This included the bi-annual workers compensation premium to Richards Insurance.  The 
suggestion was made to have insurances billed monthly, which helps during the slow receipt months.  
There could be an insurance comparison task force implemented to take a look at this. 
Installation of carpet and stairs are nearly complete and almost paid in full. 
Eric will begin 2016 Budget work soon.    Prior to the September meeting, he will review last year’s items 
and make suggested changes.    He will also review Faith Projects and have update of balances for each 
of the special line items. 
 
4. Discussion held on the installation of communion rail. Pastor Bob commented that many of the newer 
churches do not have railings.  Pastor appreciates flexibility, if there is a safe option for easy removal.  
He would like a two-person kneeler for weddings. Options were discussed.  Todd/Eric motion that the 
Property Committee pursue a prototype of a portable railing.  Motion passed.  Jim will add this topic to 
the next newsletter and update members. 
 
5. Discussed a plan for use of designated Parsonage Proceeds Fund.   

-     A Todd/Donna motion to give $1,000 to purchase SCRIP cards for the Hepetha Summer Work 
      Reward Program  (5.05.020 Ext. Missions).  Church youth work at designated jobs and are  
      paid with gift cards for school clothes, supplies, etc.  Motion passed. 
- Todd/Libby motion to match funds up to $1,000, for membership donations to ELCA World 

Gifts.  This purchases livestock for needy countries.  Motion passed.  Libby & Donna will help 
with the distribution of collection banks to the church members.  Jenny Herzberg will get 
these materials from ELCA. 



- Todd/Eric motion that $494 use for “random acts of kindness”.  Again, purchase $400 worth 
of SCRIP cards and the balance be used as cash to assist in emergency need situations.  
Motion passed.  (5.05.020 Ext. Missions) 

- Discussed use of the Community Garden to raise vegetables that could be sold, with 
proceeds going towards world hunger.  Leadership would be needed to organize the details.  
This could also be used with matching funds, to encourage membership giving. 

 
6.  A situation has arisen with a Probate action, which requires legal expense for the Endowment 
Committee.  A Todd/Donna motion authorizing the Endowment Committee to use their own funds for 
legal fees and retain an attorney to pursue the estate funds, at the discretion of the Committee.  Motion  
carried. 
 
7. Todd/Roger motion to use funds from Faith Projects (Multi Media Acct) to purchase a new web 
router.   Cost is estimated <$100.  Motion passed. 
 
 
Discussion Items: 
 

A. Discussion around the multiple checkbooks still in use by various sub-groups.  Eric asked for 
statements from these members, but they have not been received.  Jim, Eric, and Pastor Bob 
will discuss meeting with the individuals who handle these checkbooks, and review the 
importance of open book policy and having reports available to Council.  The suggestion to have 
debit cards and allow on-line access was also discussed. 

B. ELCA Statement on Human Sexuality and it’s implications for FLC in light of Supreme Court 
decision on same-sex marriage laws.  Pastor Bob presented several handouts which gave 
examples of scripture and the various interpretation changes that have occurred with the 
updating of Bible versions. 
 

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9pm. 


