
Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes DRAFT 

Meeting date: April 14, 2015 

Meeting called to order at 6:30. 

Members present: Jim Schieble, Jennifer Herzberg, Lisa Sebranek, Eric Hoffman, 

Libby Gilbertson, Donna Hankes, Pastor Bob Moberg.  Members absent: Todd 

Morris.  Others present: Pastor Lisa Nelson, Lisa Weisensel. 

Opening from the Word and prayer: David’s psalms, and disciple’s singing. 

Eric motions to adopt the April agenda.  Jennifer seconds. Motion carries. 

Donna moves to approve the March minutes.  Eric seconds. Motion carries. 

Lisa Weisensel shared the music history at Faith.  Bell choir is going strong.  Choir 

is a different story.  Music budget is gone.  Organ has had a full life.  Replacement 

of the organ should be moved to the front burner if that is the vision.  The loft is 

troublesome.  A hardwood surface would be best for the organ (acoustics).  

Another dream…a gap between Sunday school kids and choir.  No middle or high 

school program…a junior choir would be great to keep them involved and will 

bring new voices to the adult choir.  Libby talked about a Chicago Folk service that 

she attended at St. Peters in Sheboygan.  Do people like the summer requests of 

favorite hymns…generally, yes.  Youth gathering music…can it be brought back to 

Faith?  Could music donations be part of the Pentecost gifts? 

Eric presented the treasurer’s report and authorizations of expenditures as 

recommended by the Finance Committee.  This month was a good month…we are 

in the black.  Finance met…audit finished…paying out for carpet, cement, and 

parking lot will be by cashier’s check.  General bills…a little extra for cleaning 

(Lenten service).  One thousand dollars of the anonymous donation (which was to 

be first used to complete the carpet project) was applied to the carpet fund. The 

concrete projects were shared.  Finance recommends that we go with the 

Hermanson bid.   

Lisa motions to accept treasurer’s report and authorization of expenditures as 

recommended by the Finance Committee.  Eric seconds.  Motion carries. 



Motion to approve the carpet task force recommendations.  Donna moves.  Eric 

seconds.  Motion carries. 

Motion to accept the concrete work and bid by Hermanson.  Donna moves.  

Jennifer seconds.  Motion carries. 

Request by Betsy and Sue to have authority to sign the checks.  Currently Jim or 

Eric must sign.  Finance thinks this would work and doesn’t have a problem with 

this as there is transparency.  Motion by Jennifer to allow Betsy and Sue authority 

to sign the checks.  Donna seconds.  Motion carries. 

Jim presented the Faith Lutheran Church-Goals and Groups/Council Shepherds 

contact information.  Requesting that council members contact the leaders and 

see what is going on with the groups.  Share updates with council periodically. 

Discussion about the annual meeting resolution to utilize outside ministry 

designated fund from parsonage sale.  How do we move forward including the 

method of identifying appropriate ministry(s)?  Survey?  Phone calls?  Task Force?  

Members of Finance will be collaborating.  Pastor Lisa could talk with the youth 

gathering kids.  Internal discussions need to start.  This will be put on the agenda 

for next month. 

Listened to Pastor Bob’s report.  Pastor Bob sent his report (nine items) to Jim.  

Some say the covenant is restrictive.  What are the other options if there’s no 

covenant?  This discussion will be on the May or June agenda. 

Pastor Lisa shared her report.  Both chili suppers were successful.  Youth (going to 

Detroit) are meeting monthly for bible study.  Book study has started…more are 

welcome.  Summer sermon series…red lettered bibles. 

Video shared to introduce us to Bishop Mary Froiland. 

May meeting focus…bring youth or another group?   

Motion to adjourn meeting at 8:20 by Eric and seconded by Donna.  Motion 

carries. 

Closing and sending from the sanctuary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lisa Sebranek 



April 14, 2015           Faith Lutheran Church 

Monthly Report to Council               Pastor Bob Moberg 

ITEMS FROM PASTOR’S MONTH 

1. ELCA/SOUTH CENTRAL SYNOD OF WISCONSIN MINUTE: 
     Rev. Mary Froiland was elected Bishop of the South-Central Synod of 

Wisconsin on September 28, 2013. She most recently served as pastor of 

Luther Valley Lutheran Church, Beloit, Wisconsin, where she served since 

2000. Bishop Froiland earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and 

Philosophy from Augsburg College in Minneapolis, MN in 1979, and a 

Master of Divinity degree from Luther Theological Seminary in St. Paul, 

Minnesota in 1985. She is married to the Rev. John Froiland, Chaplain at St. 

Mary’s Janesville Hospital. They have 3 grown children, one son-in-law, 

and a grandson. 

2. LENTEN MID-WEEK WORSHIP SERIES: 

     I believe our ecumenical Lenten Mid-week worship series was very well received in 

the community! Thought is already beginning on next year’s! 2015 had special 

challenges because Olivet, the Nazarene Church, and the Wisconsin Academy all were 

struggling with pastoral ministry issues that precluded their participation.  

3. OLIVET CHURCH AND PR. LEE ZORTMANN: 

     I am pleased to say that Pr. Lee Zortmann is serving as an interim pastor at the ELCA 

church in Waupun, Immanuel Lutheran! 

     Sandra Schieble continues serving as a supply pastor for Olivet, however, I 

understand that Olivet is in the process of interviewing two candidates for long-term 

interim. She also continues to serve her regular time with Faith’s visitation ministry. 

Please remember to thank her for her faithfulness when you see her. 

     During this transition SHOULD ENCOURAGE OLIVET MEMBERS TO REMAIN FAITHFUL 

TO THEIR CHURCH. 

4. STATEMENTS OF FAITH: 

I was not able to work with Confirmands during Lent on their Statements of Faith. We 

will have to continue that as a summer project this year, as we have always done it 

before.  

I will be designing a different kind of retreat experience since it has become so difficult 

and expensive to go to Lutherdale Bible Camp at the end of August as we usually have. 

5. Summer Preaching: 

     Pr. Lisa and I have begun plans for our 2015 summer preaching series. Tentative title 

is: The Red Letter Jesus. The series will be on the sayings of Jesus. (In some additions of 

the Bible the words of Jesus are printed in red ink.) We especially want to focus on the 



things Jesus said that might surprise contemporary hearers – or remind them of things 

Jesus was concerned about that we may tend to forget about.  

6. Summer Book Study: 

This summer we will be inviting adults from Faith, and from the community, to study Ed 

Dobson’s book The Year of Living Like Jesus.  

7. Covenant Education: 

     I have been encouraged by the Evangelism Committee to do a new round of 

education for the congregation on Faith’s Membership Covenant. There are some 

misunderstandings in the congregation that have gotten in the way of some members’ 

appreciation of this unique and gracious membership defining tool. 

     I will begin with an article in the Faith newsletter next month. I want to spend a few 

minutes at council in May talking to council members about Faith’s covenant so that 

you can be comfortable answering questions about it. 

8. Synod Assembly: 
†S7.21. The membership of the Synod Assembly, of which at least 60% of the voting 

membership shall be composed of lay persons, shall be constituted as follows: a. All ordained 

ministers under call on the roster of this synod in attendance at the Synod Assembly shall be 

voting members. 

9. Compensation Issues: 

     At the June council meeting I would like to take some time to present my thoughts 

on compensation issues for pastors at Faith. This is in light of my retirement in 2017 

and preparing Faith for that time. 

     This discussion was envisioned when the spending plan for 2015 was finalized. I 

want to speak about it in terms of how clergy compensation is seen by the wider 

church. 

 

Pastor Lisa’s Report (April 2015): 
The youth and confirmation students and their parents did a fine job at both our Lenten Soup Suppers. 
Proceeds from the 1st supper go to the National Youth Gathering and the proceeds from the 2nd supper 
go to the youth fund. We will have to come up with something fun for the confirmation students to do 
with some of the money. 
Those going to the gathering and I will have our 2nd Bible Study at the end of this month. 
Then there was Holy Week. Worship and music are always highlights of that week, especially at Faith 
where we excel at both.  
On April 12th, I began a 6 week study of Rachel Held Evans, The Year of Biblical Womanhood. People can 
join us at any point. 
Looking ahead: On May 3rd during Sunday School, I will lead a milestone event for 4 and 5 year olds on 
Prayer. Then on May 16-17, the youth and I will be at Shantytown.  
Pastor Bob and I have decided on our summer sermon series. We will be looking at the words of Jesus 
and will call the series, The Red Letter Jesus. 



 
 
                                   EVANGELISM COMMITTEE MEETING April 13, 2015 

Present: Joyce Lienke, Erin Bussian, Marcia McMullen, Linda Huebner, Judy Kaland, and Sally Price. 
Absent: Pat Schellin and Bev O’Brion. 
Joyce opened the meeting with prayer. 
Joyce advised she sent out some visitor cards. 
Joyce went over the covenant results, and her and Pastor Bob also went over the list. Pastor Bob will 
contact several of the people that haven’t signed the covenant over the past 2-3 years.  
Joyce also had a list of new members that have joined since 2014 and we felt that most are attending 
church and an asset to our membership. 
We also discussed the covenant and other options to keep track of members attending, taking 
communion, and giving. The Synod requires some form of doing this, and it’s felt this is the simplest way 
of doing this. Pastor said he’s available to discuss this with anyone having questions regarding this 
procedure. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Columbus, Wisconsin  

 

Faith Lutheran church – Finance Committee Agenda      April 13, 2015 

Opening Prayer 

1. Roll call – SUE FRISH, BETSY WOODWARD, BRIAN PATRICK, ERIC HOFFMANN 
 

2. Review of previous month’s minutes, and make everyone aware that discussions and suggestions 
recorded in those minutes are not necessarily action items that are considered changes in policies. 
COMMENTS REVIEWED AND PROTOCOL AGREED 
 

3. Review of current months financial data. REFER TO REPORTS. LAST MONTHS REPORTS WERE RECONCILED 
AND UPDATED FOR RECORD. 
 

4. Discuss implications of having check signing authority being extended to treasurer’s assistants. 
 

5. REQUEST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REVIEW THE PORTICO ADJUSTMENT OF APPROX. $130 TO PASTOR BOBS BENEFITS PACKAGE 

ADJUSTMENTS DUE TO HOUSING ALLOWANCE AND EQUITY BENEFITS CALCULATION. SEE PORTICO FOLDER. REFER TO BETSY 
WOODWARDS FORMAL LOG OF COMMUNICATIONS WITH PORTICO. 
 

6. Update to property committee final submission for replacement of carpet. FINANCE WILL BE ISSUING 
CASHIERS CHECKS TO PAY AT CONTRACT INTERVALS. 
  

7. Audit committee progress and recommendations. Audit is completed, and presentation of finding would 
be made with May finance committee meeting. REPORT STATED THAT AUDIT ONLY TOOK FOUR HOURS 
THIS YEAR. RECOMMENDATION 
 

8. Review of necessity payment for overdue parsonage utility bills $292.99. BILLS WERE PAID THROUGH 
OCTOBER OF LAST YEAR PRIOR TO SALE. REMAINDER IS FOR BILLS THAT WERE NOT RECORDED UNTIL 
AFTER SALE. URGENT ACTION IS NEEDED AS THE CURRENT LETTER IS COLLECTIONS. 
 

9. Combination of Faith Projects savings and checking accounts. ACCOUNT NUMBERS WERE GIVEN AND 
REQUEST IS BEING PRESENTED TO THE BANK. REQUEST FOR INTEREST BEARING CHECKING ACCOUNT 
WITH CHECKS FOR MONTHLY STATEMENT. REQUEST FOR CURRENT CHECKING ACCOUNT NUMBER TO 
REMAIN AS-IS. 
 

10. Discussion of committee quarterly statement review’s from Wagner Accounting action items. AUDITORS 
RECOMMEND EVERY GROUPS USING FEDERAL ID TAX NUMBER PRESENT THEIR QUARTERLY STATEMENT 
OF THEIR ACCOUNTS, INCOME, AND EXPENSES. COPIES OF BANK STATEMENTS IS WHAT I REQUIRED FOR 
RECORD. FINANCE COULD PRESENT ACCOUNT ACTIVITY, IF REQUESTED. ENDOWMENT, SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
FLCW, YOUTH CHECKING, YOUTH SAVINGS, YOUTH CONVENTION. 
 

11. Additional suggestions from committee members. NONE PRESENTED. 

Closing Prayer and adjournment 



 
Joyce handed out some material “Renew & renovate: Growing people” that we went over and 
discussed. The subjects included attendance dropping, does church=building, the Great Commission, 
and Baptismal vows.   
The Spring Ladies Nite out was discussed with several suggestions made for places to go. Joyce will 
check with Kestrel Ridge to see if they could accommodate our group. 
Next month we will go over the Evangelism Committee-Description of Objectives and Responsibilities. 
It was decided by the group to NOT meet in July and August for our summer break. 
We closed with prayer led by Joyce Lienke for Gods comfort, healing, and protection for Judy and Pete 
Kaland as they face their health issues. 
 
 
 

 


