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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR BOB  

Dear Friends in Faith, 
 

During the Cold War a weapon was conceived and developed known as 

the “Neutron Bomb”. The idea was that it would kill people but leave 

more infrastructure intact than other kinds of nuclear weapons. 

I thought of that after the July 13th storm in Columbus. It seemed to me 

that we had been hit by something like an “anti-nuetron bomb”. 
 

I woke up with a start a little after 4:00 a.m. to the sound of roaring wind. 

We had windows open on the west side of the house and, suddenly, the 

window screens blew right off the windows and into the room; rain was 

coming in the open windows horizontally; and the power went out.  
 

When morning brought enough light to look out into the yard our large 

willow tree was flat on the ground.  A big pin cherry tree was leaning way 

over and the roots were starting to lift out of the rain soaked soil. The 

top of a tall balsam next to the driveway had broken off and was lying on 

Lynne’s car. The gazebo that was standing on the patio the night before 

was now smashed against the shed and the things that had been under-

neath it were scattered around the yard. I could hear sirens, and looking 

down Fuller Street I could see flashing lights. 
 

I got in my car and went to see what was happening. Immediately it was 

clear that what had occurred at our house was relatively minor. Fuller 

Street was a tangle of huge trees snapped off and power lines, poles, and 

transformers lying in the street. Park Avenue was even worse. Many, many 

streets in Columbus were absolutely impassable, power lines were down 

everywhere, the Crawfish River was almost up to the bridge decks, and 

Firemen’s Park was flooded. Trees were down by the hundreds and the 

whole town was cluttered with branches and other storm debris. Electri-

cal power was out at our house for over 40 hours.  
 

Well, the destruction was devastating. Some from Columbus and sur-

roundings had severe damage to homes, vehicles, and other property. 

What was amazing was that there were no fatalities and very few serious 

injuries!  
 

Science writer, Isaac Asimov, said about the Neutron Bomb that “it seems 

desirable to those who worry about property and hold life cheap.” We in 

Columbus give thanks to the one who holds life dear above all; the one 

who does not even overlook the sparrows sold two-for-a-penny.  
 

We don’t know the “whys and wherefores” of “acts of God” like the 

great Columbus storm of July 2015. (As I suppose it will be known in 

years to come when the story telling is done.)  Does anything besides 

chance make the difference between storms in one place that leave behind 

loss of life and those in another that do not?  Certainly it is no way to 

measure who God favors over who. 

                                                                                        NEXT PAGE 
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The “Pres Sez” 

Undertows 

Cook Inlet is a shallow and long body of water connecting the Pacific Ocean to Anchorage, Alaska. It has the sec-

ond highest tides in North America. The movement of water in and out of the inlet can be very strong. The cur-

rent near the bottom can grab a boat anchor and pull the entire craft under quicker than the second mate can cut 

the rope. I learned this fact of the sea from a seasoned halibut fisherman named Ralph. My Alaskan brother-in-law 

is Ralph’s good friend. I was grateful for his skill on the day he took our grandson Luke out halibut fishing on the 

Inlet. Luke caught a 40 pound halibut and several more but that is not the main point of this message. It is about 

undertows and rip currents. 
 

As a boy I enjoyed swimming in Lake Michigan at the beautiful North Beach in Sheboygan with its acres of washed 

sand and its child-friendly, zero-depth entry lake bottom. Despite its beauty and welcoming nature, North Beach 

seldom saw a summer without a drowning. One common cause was the current caused by tides and waves that 

forms unseen below the surface. It can pull on a swimmer. When the person is not strong enough to overcome or 

knowledgeable enough to swim at right angles to it, he can drown. The life guards would post warnings of 

‘undertow’ when the danger was present and keep watchful eyes on swimmers from their elevated perches. De-

spite their diligence and heroic efforts, drowning still happened.  
 

Human organizations and even church families can have unseen currents below. These currents can result from 

unforgiven hurts, misunderstood actions and past arguments within the group. Their presence can be the source 

of ill-will and division between group members leading to a loss of harmony, cooperation and care. 
 

As a church family we have excellent life guards to help us avoid deadly undertows. We need to be aware of them 

and put them to use when we feel the current below that can drag us under. We are one-body filled with people 

of varied, God-given talents to help our family navigate this world. We have peace-makers among us. You probably 

know at least one. We have highly trained and devoted professionals we can call on for guidance. We have God’s 

Word to hear and to follow. And we have the ultimate captain, Jesus, to sail us over rough seas, pull us from the 

rip currents and redeem our relationships. 
 

As long as we are in this broken world we will experience currents that can rip us apart. I need to be prayerful 

about this danger and aware of ways that I stir the waters. I need to call on the gifts God provides for those times 

when too much swirling can turn life-giving waters into deadly seas. Please get in the boat with me and call on Je-

sus to sustain and save us. 
 

Jim Schieble,  

Council President 

Those among us who are wise will not attempt to develop a theory. Like the Psalmist, we leave the “whys and 

wherefores” aside and simply give thanks for God’s care: 
1 O Lord, my heart is not lifted up, 

   my eyes are not raised too high; 

I do not occupy myself with things 

   too great and too marvelous for me.  
2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 

   like a weaned child with its mother; 

   my soul is like the weaned child that is with me 
3 O Israel, hope in the Lord 

   from this time on and for evermore. 

Psalm 131 

As I write, a week after that frightening night, the city has made considerable progress with the cleanup.  Much 

assistance has been given -- and gratefully received – by many, from public works departments of neighboring 

towns to prisoners from Waupun. 
 

So, burn the split tree-trunks in the fireplace, shred the limbs and branches for mulch on your flower beds, rake 

and mow the yard  back into shape, but don’t forget the experience of help from neighbor and delivery from God. 
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COUNCIL HI-LIGHTS 

July 14, 2015 

 Briefly discussed Constitution updating status, Council candidates 

for next January, filling in current vacancies, preliminary survey re-

sults, and Maintenance with Mission Policy. 
 

 Approved sponsorship fee of the Columbus Country Club where 

the PAVE benefit will be held.  Fee will come from the external mis-

sion’s line item of the parsonage sale. 
 

 Approved Roger Hasz to fill one of the council vacancies until the 

next annual meeting in January. 
 

 Discussed staff compensation history and future direction in light of 

synod guidelines. 
 

Lisa Sebranek, Council Secretary 

On  the Lighter Side. . . 

Some Good Advice From an Old Farmer 

1. Your fences need to be horse-
high, pig tight and bull strong. 

2. Keep skunks, and bankers, and 
lawyers at a distance. 

3. Life is simpler when you plow 
around the stump. 

4. A bumble bee is considerably 
faster than a John Deere tractor. 

5. Words that soak into your ears 
are whispered...not yelled. 

6. Meanness don’t jes’ happen over-
night. 

7. Forgive your enemies, it messes 
up their heads. 

8. Do not corner something that 
you know is meaner than you. 

9. It don’t take a very big person to 
carry a grudge. 

10. You cannot unsay a cruel or un-
kind word.  

11. Every path has a few puddles. 

12. When you wallow with pigs, ex-
pect to get dirty. 

13. The best sermons are lived, not 
preached. 

14. Don’t judge folks by their rela-
tives.  

JUNE TREASURER’S REPORT 

Beginning Balance     $    4,632.52 

Additions      $  15,555.36 

Subtractions      $  16,891.38 

ENDING BALANCE     $    3,296.50 

For all those Spaghetti Supper 

watchers, the date is October 

10.  Please keep the date open for 

volunteering, making bars and cook-

ies, Pumpkin Patch donations, or 

anything else you would like to do 

to help.  But especially please keep 

it open to come and EAT!   Thank 

you! 

Think Scrip for School and Sports  
School is just around the corner. That means school supplies, fall fash-

ion, and all the latest gear is needed to get our kids ready to succeed! 

Scrip is ready to meet the challenge, and every Scrip purchase will help 

Faith. It is a WIN-WIN! Need some ideas? Scrip has Walmart, Shopko, 

Target, Staples, Kohl’s, Old Navy, RadioShack, Gap, Lands’ End, Eddie 

Bauer, Aeropostale, iTunes, jcpenney, Best Buy and lots more!   

And don’t forget the sports. Plan ahead before the trip to the sporting 

goods store, and purchase your Scrip. Every purchase of Scrip helps 

Faith’s ministries. Run to buy your Scrip for Dick’s Sporting Goods, REI, 

Cabela’s, Target, Dunham’s Sports, Under Armour, Shopko, Nike, adid-

as, MC Sports, Gander Mountain, Amazon.com and many more! And if 

you are at the store, and forgot your scrip, you can buy and use in-

stantly from your smart phone. Just talk to Troy to get it set up. 

For every purchase of Scrip, Faith retains a small percent of the pur-

chase that helps support our ministries. And those small percentage 

gifts to Faith are tax deductible at the end of the year. It only makes 

sense to use Scrip for all your purchases. For more information, includ-

ing how to buy Scrip online, contact Troy Tadych (troy@tadych.us, 

920.623.9514), or click over to our website 

(http://faithcolumbuswi.org/church-news#scrip). 

http://Amazon.com
mailto:troy@tadych.us
http://faithcolumbuswi.org/church-news#scrip


 
Eric and Jenny An-

thon,  Bill and Linda 

Bussian, Bill and Trina 

Byrne, Pat and Wen-

dy Corlett, Gene and 

Connie Frey, Donna Hankes, Fred 

and Pat Hurckman, Christi Jurger-

son, Pete and Judy Kaland, Dawn 

Kaminski, David and Lori Kikkert, 

Tom and Renee Meister, Joel and 

Luanne Miller, Tim and Kristie 

Rozinski, Steve and Judy Rubert, Jim 

and Sandra Schieble, Eric and 

Heather Schultz, Carl and Beth Si-

mons, Jim and Jodi Smith, Kim 

Steers, Rick and Sandy Tjugum, Lin-

da Ulmer. 

Celebrate your special day! 
THE RED  
TENTERS’ 
BOOKCLUB 
For our August  
selection we are 
reading Jane Eyre by Charlotte  
Bronté. We will meet on Thurs-
day, August 27, 7pm at the home 
of Sally Owen.  New members 
are always welcome to join us.  

Thanks to . . . 
 Dianne Patrick, Sue Mathwich, 

Sally Price, Betty Rahn and Abi-
gail Halfmann for helping as-
semble the July NEWSLETTER. 

 Anna Circle for sponsoring and 

planting the geraniums in the 

Living Cross planter. 

 Carpet Removal Helpers: Bill 

Byrne, Skyler Byrne, Daryl Sev-

erson, Ben Van Horn, Josh 

Dykema, David Kikkert, Bev 

O’Brion, Ruth Nordal, Bruce 

Miller, Denny Langfeldt, Troy 

Tadych, Melody Tadych, Gus, 

Kase and Rett; DeAnn Gaska, 

David Weisman and crew, Rod 

Schubert, Mark McNamee, 

Theresa Thelen, Liam Thelen, 

Todd Brumm and crew, Scott 

Mathwich.   

 Restoration Crew: Pr. Bob, 

Peter Moberg, Alex Glaubitz, 

Rod Schubert, Dianne Patrick, 

David Kikkert, Mark 

McNamee, Denny Langfeldt, 

Bev O’Brion, Ruth Nordal, Ben 

Van Horn, Troy and Melody 

Tadych, Gus, Kase and Rett; 

Yvonne Halfmann, Abigail and 

Martin; Henry Elling, Scott 

Mathwich. 

The Confirmation Retreat for all 

confirmands being confirmed on 

Sunday, October 18, 2015 is set 

to begin on August 22, 1pm at 

Faith with activities at Faith in 

the afternoon and dinner out 

Saturday evening, then returning 

to Faith to continue the retreat. 

You will sleep at home Saturday 

night but assemble Sunday morn-

ing, August 23 with wrap-up 

scheduled around lunch time. 

Reminder to bring the rough 

draft of your Statement of Faith 

and spending money for your 

Saturday evening meal.     

Confirmation  

Retreat 

Congratulations 
to Brad and Martha 
Lewke on the birth 
of their son Callan 

Bradford, 9# 10z and 21”, born 
July 1. His brothers are Alex and 
Brody. 
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August 

1 Kelli Campbell 

2 Roger Westphal 

3  Hannah Fox 

4  Avery Jacobs 

5 David Utz 

6 Bethany Patrick 

 Gavin Bruss 

7 Deborah Severson 

8  Ted Miller 

9 Abigail Fox 

 Grady Ganta 

10  Tisha Kurth 

 Larry Haseman 

 Pr. Lisa Nelson 

11  Norri Brozek 

13 Dana Kelly 

14  Jim Agnew 

16 Alex Lewke 

17  Hunter Hurckman 

18  Scott Vick 

19  Emma Baxter 

 Blake Kurth 

 Cade Kurth 

 Liam Thelen 

20 Shavlik Schultz 

 Gary Ducat 

21 Mitchell Freeman 

22  Kelsey Dauman 

 Melissa Miller 

 Don Link 

 Kailey Schroud 

 Mary Larson 

23  Jordyn Jansen 

26 Jason Gaska 

27 Teegan Weidemann 

 Emily Anthon 

28  Megan Meister 

 Dustin Miller 

 

29  Jessica Gaska 

30  Danielle Wolf 

 Karin Westlake 

 Rachel Paul 

Connor Graffin, Wilhelmina 

Mickelson, Jacob Peterson, Lucas 

Simons, Rick Tjugum 



 
There's going to be lots of 
excitement happening in 

August-September! 

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Orienta-

tion for parents of new 

confirmation students and 

other interested parents on 

Wednesday, August 26 

from 5:45-7:00pm.   

 

September 13 

is Rally  

Sunday. 

Attention 

Sunday 

school staff!  The full Sun-

day school staff will be in-

stalled on September 13.  

 

September 13 is 

Backpack 

Blessing Sun-

day.  Bring you 

backpacks and 

briefcases and place them 

in front of the altar before 

worship.  We will be bless-

ing them during both wor-

ship services.  Third grad-

ers will receive their Bibles 

at the 10:30 service. 
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August  

Birthday’s 
Jim Agnew, Peggy Ag-

new, Jarod Alvarez, Bob 

Ayer, Presley Beck, 

McKenzye Bruss, Amber 

Bussian, Trina Byrne, Meredithe 

Campbell, Eric Carney, Karen Deck-

er, Gary Ducat, Stephanie Dykstra, 

Megan Ferrera, Emily Fritz, Esther 

Gaumitz, Abby Halfmann, Martin 

Halfmann, Kristen Hart, Dick Hartl, 

Sue Hewitt, Bill Hoene, John Hood 

III, Fred Hurckman, David Jakel, Jo-

Ann Johnson, Breanna Kelly, Josh 

Kirchberg, Jamine Kurth, Retta 

Kurth, Tisha Kurth, Wilhelmina 

Mickelson, Colleen Miller, Luanne 

Miller, MaKayla Mitchell, Lynne 

Moberg, Caroline Morris, Joseph 

Morris, Bill Murray Jr., Cindy Nick-

ell, Noelle Niehoff, Pia Penzotti, 

Zachary Rohrbeck, Michael Rowe, 

Lyle Sampson, Brody Scheeler, Con-

nie Schultz, Heather Schultz, Holly 

Schuster, Lillian Schuster Noah Se-

branek, Debbie Talg, Reta Thies, 

Betty Thom, Darlene Tjugum, Jan 

Ulrich, Teegan Weidemann, Tanner 

Wescott, Karin Westlake. 

third Grade Bibles 

Third grade students will 

receive their Bibles on 

September 13 during the 

10:30 service.  There will be a two part 

introduction for third graders AND 

their parents on Saturday, August 

29, 9-10 and Sunday, September 

13 during the Sunday school hour which 

begins at 9:20am. 

Attention Sunday 

School Families! 
Sunday School be-
gins September 13th at 
9:20am (between the 
services). Please com-

plete and return a registration form to 
the church office by August 16th.  If you 
did not receive a form in the mail please 
pick one up at church. We are asking for 
a $10 donation per student to help 
fund our program. Contact Melody 
Tadych or Katie Kahl with any questions.  
Thank you to the many wonderful peo-
ple who have volunteered to teach Sun-
day school this year! We still have a 
need for teachers and assistants.  If 
you are interested in helping, con-
tact Melody Tadych (623-9514) 
or  (melodytadych@gmail.com).  
Please consider helping in this very re-
warding opportunity to serve our 
church by spreading the Word of God 
to children!  

PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 
 

July 5, 2015 

Jaxson Jay Weisman 
Parents: David and Erin Weisman 

 

 

 

 
 

 

July 18, 2015 

Laura Geminder and Nick 

Wiese 
 

Faith Recycles!  Recycling is an 

important step in the wise use of our 
environmental gifts and stewardship of 
our Earth. Please place all recyclable 
items in the blue recycling baskets that 
you see in many areas of our church. 
Recyclable items like paper, cardboard,  
glass bottles, aluminum cans and metal 
containers should be deposited in  
the blue recycling baskets. The blue bas-
kets are then emptied into the  
recycling bins outside of the kitchen exit 
door to await pick up by Advanced Dis-
posal. These blue recycling baskets are 
for recyclable items only. Waste and 
trash items must be placed in wastebas-
kets and trash containers. Thank you for 
your cooperation. 

 

Television Service Times 

Digital channel 980 

Cable channel 98 
Faith’s worship services 
are aired on the following 
days and times: 
Monday–Friday @ 9:00am 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=10978&keywords=&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=cl&topic_id=77
mailto:melodytadych@gmail.com
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Sanctuary and Narthex Carpet Project 
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Update from the Finance Committee: We have continued to be blessed with no borrowing needed to meet our 
financial obligations last month. The summer months are the most lean months of the year. We pray that the con-
gregation be aware of this, and that they be moved to help out in any way that they can.  Thank you for your sup-
port throughout the year!  

2015 2014 

  Needed Monthly Giving Needed Monthly Giving 

January $18,785 $14,924.10 $19,290 $12,509.62 

February $18,785 $16,477.53  $19,290 $14,551.92 

March $18,785 $23,404.52 $19,290 $16,202.12 

April $18,785 $20,593.67 $19,290 $25,154.03 

May $18,785 $21,882.49 $19,290 $13,847.81 

June $18,785 $15,555.36 $19,290 $17,089.05 

July $18,785   $19,290 $17,517.08 

August $18,785   $19,290 $16,790.01 

September $18,785   $19,290 $15,175.10 

October $18,785   $19,290 $14,439.78 

November $18,785   $19,290 $16,028.32 

December $18,785   $19,290 $27,670.72 

Average Monthly Giving     $17,247.96 

National Youth Gathering Detroit Bound Send Off Sunday, July 12 



THE AUGUST 

NEWSLETTER 
 Faith...Serving God...Serving People 

             Now faith is the assurance 
of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen.   

                                        Hebrews 11:1 
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AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 

 

 To support the congregation financially. 

 

 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 

 

 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 

 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 

and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH exists to serve God through serv-

ing God’s people.  We eagerly work towards 

the realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 

acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 

community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with 

the same love we have received—and invites 

them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS: 

 Equip all our members for lifelong spiritual growth and 

ministry. 

 Continue and build upon our tradition of being an  

       accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all. 

                                                                                     Adopted March 2010 
We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org 

Faith Lutheran Church 


