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MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LISA 

Good Book Alert: The 7 Experiment: Staging your own Mutiny against Excess by 

Jen Hatmaker, 2012. 

This book could be a life changer, or at least an eye opener. Jen lives in Aus-

tin, TX with her husband and 5 children, 2 of whom are adopted from Ethio-

pia. How she came to adopt those two is an interesting story and very con-

nected to this book.  
 

It all started when they took in some folks who had lost their house in a 

hurricane. A little boy walked into her house and said, “Wow, they’re rich!” 

Jen didn’t feel rich; she felt normal, but even if he hadn’t just lost his house, 

Jen and her family would have been rich to this little boy. And this little boy 

was from the United States. 
 

Imagine if someone from an underdeveloped country came to your house. 

Just the sheer number of clothes we have would make us rich to them, not 

to mention cars and electronics. We probably spend more on beverages 

than they do on food, and that’s not counting the clean water that comes 

out of our tap. We may not even have as much as others we know, but to 

most of the world, we are rich. 
 

That’s what prompted Jen to wage a battle against the excess in her life. She 

chose 7 categories and spent a month dealing with each one: clothes, spend-

ing, waste, food, possessions, media, and stress. She counted all her clothes 

and all the food in her house and gave much of it away. She chose 7 articles 

of clothing and wore only those for a month. She ate only 7 different foods 

one month and spent money at only 7 places another month.  
 

Take a look at your credit card statements, your auto bill set up, and your 

checkbook. Guess how many places you spend money, and then figure it 

out. When Jen started cutting back on how much they spent, she decided 

that she wanted do something good with the money they were saving. Sav-

ing money is important but so is sharing money. 
 

Jen spent so much time talking about how much less people had to live on in 

other countries that her daughter asked why they weren’t adopting some of 

those kids who had so little. This experience of cutting back on the excess; 

of realizing how much they had; of hearing God’s call to help the poor, the 

widows and the orphans, moved them to adopt two children in an Ethiopian 

orphanage. 
 

I’m not saying you’ll end up adopting if start your own battle against excess. 

I’m saying that you will be surprised at what you discover about yourself and 

your world if you take a serious look at the excess in your life. And who 

knows what might happen if you start reducing the excess in your life. Good 

things, I’m sure. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH A. EATON 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

                                                                                                    (from The South–Central Synod’s E-Newsletter) 

EASTER MESSAGE 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

The Gospel of Mark ends abruptly.  The women came to 
the tomb to care for the body of their friend and Lord.  
They expected death.  Seeing the stone rolled away, 
they entered the tomb; they entered into death.  They 
didn’t find Jesus.  Instead, they saw a young man, who 
told them not to be amazed, that Jesus had risen.  This 
same stranger told them to tell the disciples and then 
head to Galilee.  Is it any wonder that terror and amazement seized them? 

 

We are on the other side of the first Easter.  We have grown used to the story of the resurrection.  The 
good news brings hope and comfort.  It brings freedom and joy.  But I don’t think it causes terror and 
amazement.  Maybe we are missing something.  The Greek word for amazement, “ekstasis”, means 
“change of place.”  And that is what has happened to us and all of creation because of the resurrection.  
Before Easter, we stood in a place of sin and death.  After Easter, we stand in a place of forgiveness and 
life.  Everything has changed.  We are not the same.  The world is not the same.  The deadly, but familiar 
way can no longer be counted on.  This new reality of forgiveness, live and salvation should be un-
settling.  Terror and amazement indeed! 

 

The world is turned upside down.  It might look the same, but we are standing in a different place.  
Christ is risen.  We are risen.  Alleluia! 

 

Blessed Easter, 

 

 

 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

Presiding Bishop  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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                                                   COUNCIL HI-LIGHTS 

      April 14, 2015 

 Lisa Weisensel shared the history of music at Faith Lutheran Church.  

Topics included choir, bell choir, the organ, music budget, summer 

hymns, and participation in choirs. 

 Approved the recommendations that were given by the carpet task 

force. 

 Approved the bid to have the cement work done.  Work will take 3-4 

days and will not effect Sunday services. 

 Discussed Council Shepard roles for council members to check in 

with groups that are currently active at Faith. 

  Discussion on how to proceed with the annual meeting resolution to 

utilize outside ministry designated fund from parsonage sale.  

Lisa Sebranek, Council Secretary 

Joyce Abegglen, 
Alyse Anthon, Emi-
ly Anthon, Vic 
Barth, Kris Beh-
rendt, Erin Bus-
sian, Julie Cash-

more, Julie Clark, Blake Conner, Jor-
dan Dauman, Dawn Donner, Gene 
Frey, Kyle Fritz, Megan Ganta, 
Duane Gilbertson, Dana Gillett, Lan-
don Goering, Wyatt Graffin, Barb 
Grebe, Jadeson Hall, Sam Herzberg, 
Kathy Hoch, Cheryl Hoffman, 
Michelle Hoffmann, Melissa Jacob, 
Christi Jurgerson, Sam Kahl, Pete 
Kaland, Dana Kelly, Stacy Kelly, Alex 
Lewke, Millie Kindschi, Brady Kirch-
berg, Kaleb Kohl, Marion Kuehn, 
Mary Larson, Lori McNulty, Megan 
Meister, Chris Miller, Steve Nickell, 
Bethany Patrick, Sara Peterson, Mia 
Powers, Gavin Price, Wade Rosen-
berry, Evelyn Rupp, Sam Salzman, 
Hans Sandberg, Kati Sandberg, San-
dra Schieble, Shavlik Schultz, Court-
ney Severson, Molly Simons, Kasi-
mir Tadych, Joyce Walker, Elijah 
Schultz-Wiersma, Adam Zahn, An-
drew Zahn. 

Enjoy your special day! 

MARCH TREASURER’S REPORT 

GENERAL FUND  

Beginning Balance     $     2,731.02 

Deposit in Transit     $     1,970.00 

Transfer to/from Savings     $          79.98 

Current Months Receipts    $  23,404.52 

Disbursements                    $  21,349.06 

BALANCE                    $    4,785.48 

Brat Fest  Brat Fest sign up has begun. We are looking for 

volunteers to volunteer Memorial Day weekend Friday May 22-25 at 

Brat Fest in Madison. Each volunteer will receive a free t-shirt, a free 

brat and ice cream and $8/hour worked will go directly to our Na-

tional Youth Gathering trip fund for Detroit in 2015.  Our Group is: 

Faith Lutheran Youth Group Saturday May 23th is our Faith Day 

where we hope to have our biggest group of Faith Members togeth-

er, so please try and sign up for that day 4:00pm-7:00pm or 7:00-

9:30pm shifts. Questions: 920 623-5868 or npatrick@charter.net 

Faith's Scrip program is ready for you! 

Faith's Scrip program is ready for you to use every day. Gift cards have 

just been added for the new Sentry store in Columbus, and also the new 

Marcus Theatre and Cabela's in Sun Prairie. Of course, we still carry cards 

for many other nearby retailers. But the shopping doesn't end there. 

Hundreds of retailers are available to order through our Scrip program, 

including many online retailers. The next time you are shopping, you could 

be earning money for Faith. Stock up on some of your favorite retailers by 

placing an order this Sunday in the Fellowship Hall between services. For 

more information about Scrip, including how to use your smart phone to 

buy gift cards, contact Troy Tadych. 

javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('npatrick@charter.net')
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The 2015 May 
Friendship Day 
Luncheon will be 
held on Friday, May 
1 at Fall River United 

Methodist Church with a potluck 
beginning at 12:00pm. Please bring 
a dish to pass and own tableware.  
Beverages will be provided. The 
theme for 2015 is Journey of the 
Caregiver.  This event is sponsored 
annually by the Church Women 
United from the Fall River and Co-
lumbus area.   

All are welcome!  

Youth 

News 
Shantytown  

     2015       

  May 16-17 

Middle school youth, grab your 
pledge and medical release forms 
off the narthex table and start col-
lecting funds for Habitat for Hu-
manity, Columbia Sauk Affiliate, 
helping local families build their 
way out of poverty.  Get your 
friends to join you and spend a 
night under the starts building a 
home out of cardboard and tape.  
And remember, this is a fundraiser 
for Habitat for Humanity, so collect 
donations! There are prizes for the 
person and the youth group who 
collect the most money!   We will 
meet in the church parking lot at 
1:30pm on Saturday, May 16. We 
should be returning to the church 
parking lot on the Sunday, May 17 
no later than 10:30am.  If anyone 
has large, and we mean large card-
board boxes to donate, we would 
appreciate it! mPastor Lisa. 

 
Questions?  Please contact Pastor 

Thanks to . . . 

-Dianne Patrick, Sue Mathwich, Ka-
ren Decker, Ellie Hood and Jan Boelte 
for helping assemble the April NEWS-
LETTER. 

-All who provided food for our sec-
ond Ecumenical Lenten meal; to the 
confirmation youth and parents for 
serving our guests; to Tisha Kurth for 
coordinating the meal. 

-All who donated food for the Palm 
Sunday Breakfast; Carolyn Gorman 
for providing all the eggs; Steve and 
Kimberly Rowe for coordinating the 
meal; the youth attending the NYG in 
Detroit this summer for serving the 
meal. 

-Bill and Trina Byrne, Al Strohschein, 
Terry and Ruth Nordal, Emogene 
Johnson, Don and Jan Boelte, Roger 
and Marge Westphal, John and Retta 
Kurth, Bob and Ellie Hood, Daryl and 
Jami Severson, Bob and Carolyn Gor-
man, Dawn Kaminksi, Jeff and 
Roxanne Kirchberg, Lynn and Diane 
Dhein, Kyle and Amy Kary, DeAnn 
Gaska, Tom and Liz Mitchell, Christi 
Jurgerson, Jeanne Jones, Steve and 
Julie Sennhenn for sponsoring Easter 
lilies. 

-Rich and Bev Hartl for sponsoring 
the palms. 

-The Daryl Severson family for spon-
soring Paschal Candle. 

-Sally Price for sponsoring the Altar 
Candles. 

-Bruce and Jeanne Miller for the do-
nation of two pottery communion 
chalics. 

-Julie Sennhenn, Denny Langfeldt 
and Bridget Morris for completing 
the 2015 audit. 

-Emogene Johnson, Dianne Patrick, 
Jack Krebs, Bev O’Brion, Jan Zahn, 
Arlene Oelke, Donna Hankes, Sally 
Price, Margaret Miller and Sue 
Gmeinder for being our Food Pantry 
volunteers for the month of March.    

On  the Lighter Side. . . 

            Something to Smile About! 

Life after Death: “Do you believe in 
life after death?” The boss asked 
one of his employees.  “Yes, sir” 
the new employee replied.  “Well 
then that makes everything just 
fine.” The boss went on. “After you 
left early yesterday to go to your 
Grandmother’s funeral, she 
stopped in to see you!” 

Children’s Sermon: One Easter Sun-
day morning as the minister was 
preaching the children’s sermon, 
he reached into his bag of props 
and pulled out an egg.  He pointed 
at the egg and asked the children, 
“What’s in here?” “I know!”  A little 
boy exclaimed. “Pantyhose!” 

The Mood Ring: My husband 
bought me a mood ring the other 
day. When I’m in a good mood it 
turns green.  When I’m in a bad 
mood, it leaves a red mark on his 
forehead. 

Grandma’s Age: Little Johnny asked 
his Grandma how old she was.  
Grandma answered, “39 and hold-
ing.” Johnny thought for a moment 
and then said, “And how old would 
you be if you let go?” 

Cold Cream: Little Davie watched, 
fascinated, as his mother 
smoothed cold cream on her face. 
“Why do you do that, mommy?” he 
asked. “To make myself beautiful,” 
said his mother, who then began 
removing the cream with a tissue. 
“What’s the matter?” asked Little 
Davie. “Giving up?” 

Prayers: The Sunday school teacher 
asked, “Now, Johnny, tell me. Do 
you say prayers before eating?” He 
replies.  “We don’t have to, my 
mom is a good cook!”   



 

         MAY 
     1 Megan Apel 

 Todd Sweney 

 Les Wilken 

     2 Eddie Roelke 

 Margaret Miller 

 Andrew Hoffmann 

     3 Juliette Peterson 

     4 Aubrey Weidemann 

     8 Graham Fagerburg 

 Collin Jacobs 

     9 Eric Hoffmann 

 Jamie Price 

     11 Kelli Hoffman 

 Jonathan Schellin 

     12 Steve Nickell 

     13 Elizabeth Pinkston 

     15 Nolan Apel 

 Donna Hankes 

     16 Angie Gille 

 Jadie Berget 

     18 Peter Kaland 

     19 Jan Boelte 

     20 Ella Steers 

 Joyce Walker 

     21 Connor Westlake 

     22 Shilo Cashmore  

 Toni Fox 

 David Thelen 

     23 Troy Tadych 

 Aaron Abegglen 

     24 Ron Weiland 

     25 Andrew Zahn 

     26 Lori Gasser 

     27 Josh Corlett 

 Sheri Fritz 

 Pierce Abegglen 

     Televised Service Times 

          Digital channel 980 

           Cable channel 98 

Faith’s worship services are aired on 

the following days and times: 

Monday @ 9am 

Tuesday @ 9am 

Wednesday @ 9am 

Thursday @ 9am 

Friday @ 9am 

THE RED TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 

Our May selection is 
The Storyteller by 
Jodi Picoult. We will meet Thurs-
day, May 28, 7pm at the home of 
Ruth Nordal.  New members are 
always welcome.  Contact Ruth 
at 623-3610 if interested. 
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Derek and Julie Ber-
get, John and Norri 
Brozek, Karen Deck-
er, Toni Fox, Kristen 
Hart, Al Strohschein 
and Kathy Hoch, 

Cary and Brenda Hochstatter, Jay and 
Jessie Miesfeld, Russell and Betty 
Rahn, Kelsey Schleif.  

Congratulations! 

PASTORAL ACTS 
  

 

 

 

April 2, 2015 

First Communion Class 

Pierce Abegglen 

Meredithe Campbell 

Katerina Hart 

Lydia Hoffman 

Riley Kaminski 

Breanna Kelly 

Ethan LeClair 

Jenna Peterson 

Jack Roelke 

Ella Steers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29, 2015 

Elizabeth Hart Craig 

April 19, 2015 

Elizabeth Lynn Sandberg 

Parents: Hans and Kati Sandberg 

 

 

 

 

April 25, 2015 

Gradon L. “Babe” Arendsee, Sr. 

Pflanz-Mantey-Mendrala  

Funeral Home, Portage 

      28 Scott Mathwich 

 Leona Schaller 

     29 Laura Morris 

 Connor Jacobs 

      30 Genevieve Thelen 

      31 Addison Steers 
 

Roger Kurth, Nancy Patrick, Pat 
Schellin, Lisa Sebranek, Daria Utz 

MILESTONE MINISTRY 

Attention all 4 and 5 year olds! You 

and your parents are invited to join 

Pastor Lisa for a Milestone Minis-

try during Sunday School on May 

3rd! After you have helped serve 

fellowship, we’ll meet in back of the 

fellowship hall for Prayer Time. 

Then during the 10:30 worship ser-

vice, you will receive your very 

own prayer pillow! See you then! 

Pastor Lisa 



May 2015                     6 

Update from the Finance Committee: The heavenly father has continued to bless our church this month. 

We thank everyone who has contributed to our church body, and we appreciate all who continue to 

serve. We ask for continued vigilance for the upcoming month, and pray that we can remain on track with 

our financial obligations. 

Second Grade First Communion Class 

Maundy Thursday, April 2, 2015 

2015 2014 

  Needed Monthly Giving Needed Monthly Giving 

January $18,785 $14,924.10 $19,290 $12,509.62 

February $18,785 $16,477.53  $19,290 $14,551.92 

March $18,785 $23,404.52 $19,290 $16,202.12 

April $18,785   $19,290 $25,154.03 

May $18,785   $19,290 $13,847.81 

June $18,785   $19,290 $17,089.05 

July $18,785   $19,290 $17,517.08 

August $18,785   $19,290 $16,790.01 

September $18,785   $19,290 $15,175.10 

October $18,785   $19,290 $14,439.78 

November $18,785   $19,290 $16,028.32 

December $18,785   $19,290 $27,670.72 

Average Monthly Giving     $17,247.96 

 

Join us for 

Vacation Bible School 

at Faith Lutheran Church 

June 17-19 (8:30-10:30am)  

For kids going into 4k-5th grade 

Cost $10- a form is on the 

website. 

Register by May 17th! 

A Spring Night Out  
for the Women of Faith. 

We will be going to Kestrel Ridge May 14th at 

5:30 or when you can get there.  We will be 

ordering off a sandwich menu and use the fa-

cility downstairs.  Feel free to bring a friend 

and conversation.  Please use the signup sheet 

so we can give Kestrel heads up for an ap-

proximate number that will be coming.  Spon-

sored by the Evangelism Committee. 



Maundy Thursday First Communion Class Bread Making Event March 28, 2-015 

Communion Bread made by the First 

Communion Class for our Maundy 

Thursday Service. 

7                                                                                                                                                                                                 May 2015 
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This ‘n That!  
Body Building 
 

“Kick the can”, “500”, “Crack the whip”, marbles, HORSE, scrub baseball, “Tag you’re it”, “Four Square”. 

I grew up in the 1950’s before there were city recreation committees. There were lots of kids in the neigh-

borhood. We played our games without adult supervision. We made rulings, declared do-overs, shared 

toys, and sometimes took our ball and went home in a huff only to play the next day. 
 

Jesus challenges us to have the faith of children, simple trust. He warns us that apart from him we can do 

nothing. He promises us that if we gather with one or more others in His name, He will be there too. We 

are the Creator’s children, turned inside out by our Redeemer, and guided daily by the Spirit. How does 

our church organization reflect this theology? 
 

In the fellowship hall is a diagram that the council began discussing at its April meeting. It is an attempt to 

see the body of Christ, the church, as a tree rooted in God, clinging to Christ and fed by the Spirit. We are 

using the eight goals identified by a large group of Faith members in 2010 as guiding branches for our work 

as leaders of the Faith family. 
 

Hopefully, the recent talent surveys gave you a chance to reflect on your God-given gifts and on how you 

might apply them through this Faith body. Where can you join hands with others in God-centered effort? 

Where can you step out, pursue God’s calling and ask others to join you? What fellow disciple has Jesus 

sent you out with to share His love and become His healing hands and words?  
 

A body has a skeleton. The church’s organization, its doctrines, synods, ordained pastors, congregational 

constitutions and elected leaders could be seen as the church body’s supporting skeleton. For this body to 

live, the skeleton must support and guide its movement with a well-tuned ear for the Spirit’s whispers. 

Movement is a must. Without motion the bones and joints calcify and the body freezes.  
 

The challenge for the council is to provide encouragement and support for Faith members as each seeks to 

respond to the grace they have received by growing more Christ-like every day. As servant leaders we are 

called to be Jesus’ disciples and to seek guidance for our work from God’s Word with the help our pas-

tors. Stay tuned, we are a work in progress and we promise to never take our ball and go elsewhere. We 

seek to play by Jesus’ rules. 
 

Jim Schieble,  

Council President 

Fill A Canoe 
Last Fall we "Filled a Boat" with food pantry items, this Spring we will "Fill a Canoe"!  Bring your food pantry items 
and place them in the canoe in the narthex.  The Columbus-Fall River Food Pantry is already well stocked with vege-
tables and reminds us that expired food is discarded.  Many kinds of food items, paper products and hygiene items 
are welcome. Thank you for supporting this mission to help change lives. 

Pentecost Sunday 
Pentecost is Sunday, May 24th! Considered the birthday of the Church, this is the day we celebrate the 

arrival of the Holy Spirit among us 2000 years ago. We invite you to choose a red tag from the Pentecost 

display and buy the church a birthday present! Please bring your gift, wrapped in red, by May 17th, if you 

won't be here on Memorial Day weekend or bring it on May 24th. And don't forget to wear RED to cele-

brate this great day!  You may also sign up to sponsor red geraniums to enhance the chancel area.  Cost 

is $3.00 per 4 1/2” pot.  The sign-up sheets can be found on the narthex table. Deadline  for ordering is 

May 17.  
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THE MAY 

NEWSLETTER 
 Faith...Serving God...Serving People 

 

             Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 
 

                                       Hebrews 11:1 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving 
God’s people.  We eagerly work towards the 
realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 
acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 
community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with the 
same love we have received—and invites 
them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 To support the congregation financially. 
 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 

of the congregation. 
 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 
 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction 
of things not seen. 

                                                                                     Hebrews 11:1 

FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS: 

 Equip all our members for lifelong spiritual growth and 
ministry. 

 Continue and build upon our tradition of being an  

       accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all. 

                                                                                     Adopted March 2010 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


