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Message from Pastor Lisa 

 

I think we all realized it early--last December even. The writing was on the 
wall. There was no way to ignore the truth. This was going to be a long win-
ter! Cold, cold, and more cold—for months and months and more months. 
Maybe we’ll be wrong. Maybe spring will come sooner, but in the meantime, 
I want to special care to do things that will help make the winter more beara-
ble.  

 

I can’t move to Florida or Arizona, so I plan to schedule social activities. To 
have coffee or lunch with others. To invite friends to the movies or over for 
dinner. Maybe I’ll get the kids up to the Dells in February. I want to be proac-
tive in making this winter more enjoyable—no matter how long it lasts! 

 

People differ on how much social time they need. Some need a lot, and some 
need a little, but most of us are somewhere in between. Winter is a good 
time to read or quilt or play solitaire, but we are social beings. We are made 
to be in community with others. 

 

God made us that way! So even if we only need a little social time, we need 
some. And this winter, it will help if we put some effort into making it hap-
pen. Don’t wait until April to wonder why you’ve felt so “blah.” Pick up the 
phone and arrange to see a friend or relative.  

 

And then think about what I said above. God made us to be in community. 
Community, connecting with others, is important to our well being. When I 
see long time members visiting with new members or guests to Faith, my 
heart warms. Those connections not only give us life; they bring our guests 
back.  

 

So invite someone to join you at fellowship time. Sit at a table with someone 
new. And, hold on to your hats, you can also call up members you haven’t 
seen in a while and invite them to worship and fellowship with you. You can 
even invite your neighbors or coworkers or relatives to do the same.  

 

Community, Connections; Christianity: It’s how we share Jesus with each oth-
er—without even saying his name. Thank you for being part of this communi-
ty of faith!    

 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
120 Faith Drive Columbus WI 53925 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 



FROM BISHOP MARY FROILAND 

                                                                                                               (from The South–Central Synod’s January Newsletter) 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6  

On the second Sunday of Advent, I had the opportunity to preach at Our Savior’s Lutheran 
Church in Beloit, and the Narrative Lectionary text for the day was Ezekiel 37:1-14. The dry 
bones text.  

From captivity in Babylon, Ezekiel speaks his oracle:  The hand of the LORD came upon me, and 
he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry.  

This is a very strange Advent text. In the middle of a season focusing on hope and peace and 
love and joy, we are given a battlefield image, an image of the defeated Army of Israel’s fallen 
soldiers left unburied, their flesh eaten by carrion birds, nothing left but bleached, white, dry, 

bones. This is the remains of the house of Israel, the people of God. This is what war has brought to the people of 
Israel. This is what war always brings.  

Then Ezekiel’s voice breaks the silence. At God’s command he prophesies to the bones and they come together and 
the bodies are reformed. A second time he prophesies on God’s behalf and breath and life fill the fallen soldiers. Eze-
kiel prophesies. He speaks a word of hope and promise from God, to a captive and  defeated people. And as he 
prophesies, the carnage of war is undone. The bones come together, breath is restored, the people live.  

I don’t know if Ezekiel lived to see the release of the Israelite captives, the return to Israel, the rebuilding of the tem-
ple, and the restoration of God’s people, but I know that he holds up for his captive people this vision of God’s 
peace, this undoing, this reversal, of the effects of war. This text is, after all, an image of peace, a word from God 
telling us God’s intent for the creation, for God’s people. War isn’t what God desires. Destruction is not what God 
created God’s people for. God uses an exiled priest to remind the people and to call them to a new vision and an 
expectant hope.  

A couple events came together the first week of December. December 7th was the 72nd anniversary of the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor. That event led us into WW2, to the battlefields of the Pacific, Europe, and North Africa, 
battlefields that left valleys of dry bones. We know war. We still know war. We have not yet fought the war to end 
all wars even though we pray that each one will be the last.  

On December 7, as a nation we remembered. We pray that remembering will lead us to a renewed commitment to 
peace.  

The other event from that week was the death of Nelson Mandela. Again we remembered. We remembered Man-
dela’s life, his resistance to the racist system of Apartheid, his imprisonment for treason, and his emergence as a 
man of peace following his release in 1990. I remember that. I remember watching the amazing unfolding of events 
in South Africa: the dismantling of apartheid, the election of Mandela as the first black president, and Mandela’s 
emergence as a man of reconciliation instead of revenge, a prophet of peace, not war. It was good to remember and 
to hear again Mandela’s vision of peace and restoration. Prophesy, Oh Mortal. Speak to us of God’s dream of peace. 
Remind us who we are,  people of God called to speak God’s dream to a world that has forgotten it.  

God still needs prophets. God knows – we know – we have not yet entered God’s promised land and God’s dream 
for creation has not yet been realized, but we are commanded to speak that promised reality, to prophesy that God 
is a God of life, not death; of reconciliation, not revenge; of restoration, not destruction; of peace not war.  

We need to prophesy. The church needs to prophesy. The world needs prophets who point to a different way, God’s 
way, as we wait expectantly for the coming of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.  

God’s peace,  

Bishop Mary Froiland  
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DECEMBER TREASURER’S REPORT 

GENERAL FUND 

Beginning balance                       $     296.75 

Deposit in transit                        $  2,119.85 

Transfer to savings       $ (8,500.00) 

Current month receipts       $ 29,303.98 

Disbursements        $(19,669.42 

Ending balance in checkbook                      $  3,551.16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. . . . . .  . . . . . .and other positions 

The following members were elected at 

the annual meeting on Sunday, January 

26, 2014 to the following positions: 

Council:  

Eric Hoffmann, Tom Mitchell, Jim  

Schieble 

2014 Synod Assembly:   

Male delegate: Dennis Langfeldt 

Female delegate: Sandra Schieble 

2014 Nominating Committee:  

Betsy Woodward, Scott Mathwich, Pat 

Corlett 

2014 Endowment Committee:  

Brandon Kurth, Mike Hanson 

2014 Congregational/Synod Audit  

Committee:  

Dennis Langfeldt (1 year term) 

Bridget Morris (2 year term) 

Julie Sennhenn (3 year term) 

Columbus-Fall River Ecumenical  

Association Representative:  

Al Strohschein 

Congratulations! 

COUNCIL HI-LIGHTS 

January 14, 2014 

1. Due to wintry weather, participation in the meeting was too low to 
fulfill the quorum requirement. No voting or motions were made. 

2. As shown in the Treasurer’s report, December giving was significant 
enough to justify a transfer of money to the savings account. 

3. Discussed status and options for repairing the church carpeting. 

4. Pastor Bob provided the Council the Nominating Committee report.  

5. Faith’s annual meeting is January 26th. 

Council Secretary,                                                                                            

Derek Berget 

                  SCRIP CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE  

Scrip contributions are included on your annual giving statement, and are 
included in the total giving amount. If you purchased gift cards from 
Faith's scrip program during 2013, look towards the bottom of your annu-
al giving statement to see what your contribution to Faith was. Yes, Scrip 
contributions are tax deductible. 
 
In 2013, more than $80,000 dollars of Scrip gift cards and certificates 
were purchased. That total brought in more than $4,200 to help support 
Faith's Ministries. Did you participate in Scrip this year? More than 50 
Faith members made at least one purchase from Faith's Scrip program 
and 13 of those families saw Scrip rebate contributions of over $100. 
Thank you to everyone on making this program such a success! 
 
To learn more about Scrip, stop by the Scrip table in the Fellowship hall 
between services. You can purchase a gift card immediately from over 20 
different stores and restaurants, both local and some further away. Also, 
you can order any card from a list of hundreds of retailers and it will be 
delivered within the week. Further, you can shop on-line for many retail-
ers, and get an e-card delivered to you instantly. In 2014, look for even 
more convenient ways to shop. 
 
For every purchase, a percent of the value of the card stays with Faith to 
support our ministries. Contact Troy Tadych at 920.623.9514 or by email 
at troy@tadych.us to learn more. 

Jan Behl, Dick and  

Bev Hartl, David and  

Audrey Jakel, Sara and  

Stephen Peterson,  

Jim and Helen Setz. 

mailto:troy@tadych.us


February 

1  Mary Kohl 

2  David Severson 

4  Ana Tjugum 

6  Augustus Tadych 

7  Manson Bruss 

8  Jenny Erdmann 

10 Clarissa Hynes 

11  Nick Cass 

12  Josh Ritchie 

 Jeramy Grossman 

14  Garrett Patrick 

15  Anna Miller 

 Carter Hansen 

16  Karen DeNure 

19 Ashley Cooper 

 Kali Hochstatter 

 Karli Hochstatter 

20 Elizabeth Elling 

21  Barb Bergum 

23 Joyce Lienke 

25  Jack Roelke 

26  Taylor Jansen 

 Greyson O’Brion 

28  Merlyn Lienke 

 Victoria Gillett 
 

Jenny Anthon, Bill Bussian, Jim 
Setz 
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Jill Abegglen, Pierce 
Abegglen, April 
Abufares, Marissa Aes-
chlimann, Gene Boelte, 
John Brozek Jr., Bill 
Bussian, Shilo Cash-

more, Joann Chase, Tony Clark, Pa-
tricia (Gauger) Clifford, Ocean Con-
ley, Mitchell Cooper, Mary Destree, 
Mark Fagerburg, Nicole Farr, Han-
nah Fox, Kenn Gillett, Isabella Gor-
dillo, Meegan Graffin, Jennifer 
Hasenfuss, Lois Heiman, Jeff Hein, 
Scott Hoffman, Ronda Huebner, 
Connor Jacobs, Roxann Kirchberg, 
Matthew Kohl, Jan Kurth, Sue 
Mathwich, Tami McNamee, Renee 
Meister, Gerald Miller, Megan Mil-
ler, Elizabeth Morris, Laurie Niehoff, 
Ruth Nordal, Cara O’Brion, Matt 
Paul, Jenna Peterson, Juilette Peter-
son, Stephen Peterson, Sally Price, 
Donald Reese, Claire Sampolinski, 
Nicole Schiesl, Betty Schubert, Drake 
Schultz, Jim Setz, Olivia Severson, 
Jim Smith, Jodi Smith, John Stark, 
Ella Steers, Cliff Sweney, Devin Talg, 
Chuck Tiedt, David Utz, Lori Weide-
mann, Sara Yuds, Austin Zahn, Bruce 
Zahn, Fred Zeidler. 

Enjoy your special day! 

THE RED  

TENTERS’ 

BOOKCLUB 

Our February selection is The Valley 
of Amazement by Amy Tan.  We will 
meet Thursday, February 27, 7pm at 
the home of Joanne Sampson.  New 
members are welcome to join us.  
Call Ruth at 623-3610 for infor-
mation.  

Thanks to . . . 

-Dianne Patrick, Sue Mathwich, 
Linda Brumm, Cheryl Hoffman, 
Betty Rahn, Sue Frish and Marcia 
McMullen for helping assemble 
the January NEWSLETTER. 

- Marcia McMullen, Sally Price, 
Diane Patrick and Betty Rahn for 
helping assemble the 2013 An-
nual Report. 

-ALL, young and old alike, who 
helped undecorate the Christ-
mas trees.  

-Rod Patrick, Gene Boelte and 
Rod Schubert for removing the 
Christmas trees. 

 

 

 

 

American Red Cross  

Blood Drive  

February 13 Faith 

1. Every two seconds, someone 

in this country needs blood. 

2. Only 5% of the eligible popu-

lation gives blood, yet 95% of 

us will need a blood product 

in our lifetime. 

3. Healthy blood donors can 

give blood as often as every 

56 days. 
 

Your next opportunity to help 

save a life is: 

Thursday, February 13 

11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Congratulations 
to Shane and Angie 

Gille on the birth of 

their son Brooks 

Ryan Gille, born December 

13, 2013 at St. Mary’s Hospital, 

Madison. He was 7.7# and 20”. 

Big sisters at home are Sophia 

and Stella. Grandparents are 

Rick and Sandy Tjugum. 

   phone number change 

Nina Gordillo 

608-354-9416 
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CHRISTMAS 2013 
 

                                                                           SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Televised Service Times 

    Digital channel 980 

     Cable channel 98 

Faith’s worship services are 

aired on the following days 

and times: 

Monday @ 9am 

Tuesday @ 9am 

Wednesday @ 9am 

Thursday @ 9am 

Friday @ 9am 
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On the Lighter Side: 

                                Handy Little Chart 

1. You say: It’s impossible. -God 
says: All things are possible.  
Luke 16:27 

2. You say: I’m tired. -God says: I 
will give you rest.  Matthew 
11:28-30 

3. You say: Nobody really loves me. 
-God says: I love you.  John 3:16, 
John 3:34 

4. You say: I can’t go on. -God 
says: My grace is sufficient.  11 
Corinthians 12:9, Psalm 91:15 

5. You say: I can’t figure things out. 
-God says: I will direct your 
steps.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

6. You say: I can’t do it. -God says: 
You can do all things.  Philippi-
ans 4:13 

7. You say: I’m not able. -God says: 
I am able.  11 Corinthians 9:8 

8. You say: It’s not worth it. -God 
says: It will be worth it.  Romans 
8:28 

9. You say: I can’t forgive myself. -
God says: I forgive you.  1 John 
1:9 and Romans 8:1 

10. You say: I can’t manage. -God 
says: I will supply all your needs.  
Philippians 4:19 

11. You say: I’m afraid. –God say: I 
have not given you a spirit of 
fear.  11 Timothy 1:7 

12. You say: I’m always worried and 
frustrated. –God says: Cast all 
your cares on ME. 1 Peter 5:7 

13. You say: I’m not smart enough. 
–God says: I give you wisdom. 1 
Corinthians 1:30 

14. You say: I am all alone. –God 
says: I will never leave you or 
forsake you. Hebrew 13:5 

 Prayer Time 

Parents of 4 and 5 

year olds, you and 

your child are invit-

ed to a Milestone 

event just for 4 and 

5 year olds. Please 

join me in the back 

of the fellowship hall during Sunday 

School on Feb. 9.  Our topic is Pray-

er Time. We will have a brief cere-

mony during the 10:30 service that 

same day. Your child will receive a 

handmade, prayer pillow at that 

time.  

New Member                  

Sunday 

New Member class for 

those interested in becom-

ing a part of our congrega-

tion will be on Saturday, 

February 8, from 9-1pm at 

the church with New Mem-

ber Sunday on February 16.  

If you know of someone 

interested in joining please 

contact Pastor Bob or call 

the church office at 623-

3610.  

PASTORAL ACTS 

 

 

 

 

 

January 11, 2014 

Agnes M. “Jo” Schultz 

Souper Bowl of Caring  

Souper Bowl of Caring is Feb 

2! You will have an opportuni-

ty to fight hunger on that day. 

Our youth will be holding 

soup pots to collect your do-

nations after each worship 

service. Thanks in advance for 

your hospitality! 

Faith youth are announcing a 

spring fundraiser coming soon!  

Beginning March 16 Butter 

Braids will be for sale from par-

ticipating youth in 8-12th grade.  

Funds from the sale will help 

support their trip to Detroit for 

the 2015 National ELCA Youth 

Gathering.  Contact person for 
this fundraiser is Kimberly Rowe 

@ 910-210-4487.  



              10 BEST INDOOR GAMES EVER 

1. CHARADES, 2. PING PONG, 3. BLOW HOCKEY, 

4. PILLOW FIGHTS, 5. PAPER PLANES, 6. FICKLER 

FEATHER, 7. TABLE HOCKEY, 8. BALLOON BLAST, 

9. BALLOON SOCCER, 10. FOLLOW THE LEADER. 

                                         Lists to live by—The Second Collection 

                                                       Alice Gray, Steve Stephens, John Van Diest 
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Update from the Finance Committee:  During December our congregation was generously blessed with a 

response to our prayers to help with financial obligations.  We were able to pay all bills and also transfer 

$8500 from checking to savings.  This amount was the total savings amount we used during 2013 to pay 

bills.  We praise the Holy Spirit for a wonderful end to 2013.  

 

2013 2012 

  Needed 

Monthly 

Giving Needed 

Monthly 

Giving 

January $18,252.00 $15,677.72 $18,900.00 $17,097.80 

February $18,252.00 $16,324.32 $18,900.00 $17,195.22 

March $18,252.00 $15,422.75 $18,900.00 $18,574.37 

April $18,252.00 $22,814.66 $18,900.00 $23,299.70 

May $18,252.00 $14,337.58 $18,900.00 $16,628.88 

June $18,252.00 $14,927.20 $18,900.00 $16,765.25 

July $18,252.00 $15,173.20 $18,900.00 $14,904.32 

August $18,252.00 $13,655.62 $18,900.00 $14,064.12 

September $18,252.00 $16,766.44 $18,900.00 $18,031.67 

October $18,252.00 $14,609.04 $18,900.00 $19,759.83 

November $18,252.00 $16,923.74 $18,900.00 $15,373.94 

December $18,252.00 $29,303.98 $18,900.00 $29,875.58 

Average Monthly Giving   $17,161.35   $18,467.85 

The Evangelism Committee 

will be putting on a “Quilt and 

Tea” show on May 3rd from 

11:00am until 3:00pm   If any-

one has any quilts they would 

like to display please contact 

Bev O’Brion, Betsy Woodward or Erin Bus-

sian.  There will be no admission for the show, 

but donations would be accepted for the 

lunch.  There will also be a quilt raffle.  If any-

one wants to volunteer with set up, take down 

and during the show it would be appreciated. 

           Sugar Creek Bible Camp Men's Retreat                                 
           February 21-22, 2014    

Sugar Creek Bible Camp is partnering with Luther-
an Men in Mission (LMM) for this special get-away 
for men.  The Retreat is modeled after LMM's new 
High, Deep and Wide Retreat format.   High, Deep 
and Wide is a combination of Information, Inspira-
tion, and Fun with team oriented  events to let 
guys be guys.  Pastors Rob Nelson and David 
Couper will be the featured presenters.  Registra-
tion is $75, which includes meals, programming 
and lodging.  Sugar Creek Bible Camp is located at 
13141 Sugar Creek Bible Camp Rd, Ferryville, WI 
54628. For registration flyer or questions, call 
608-734-3113, e-mail camp@sgrcreek.org or go to 
sugarcreekbiblecamp.org. 

mailto:camp@sgrcreek.org
http://wp.sugarcreekbiblecamp.org/
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THE FEBRUARY 

NEWSLETTER 
 Faith...Serving God...Serving People 

 

             Now faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. 
 

                                       Hebrews 11:1 

MISSION STATEMENT 

     Joyfully recognizing God’s commitment 
and faithfulness to us, FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH exists to serve God through serving 
God’s people.  We eagerly work towards the 
realization of God’s Kingdom by: 

 Offering praise-filled worship to God. 

 Nurturing individual spiritual growth. 

 Fostering an environment of caring and 
acceptance. 

 Reaching out to serve the needs of our 
community. 

    God’s love stirs us to touch others with the 
same love we have received—and invites 
them to share our life of praise and service. 

        Faith Lutheran Church (ELCA) Columbus, Wisconsin 

We’re on the web: 

www.faithcolumbuswi.org 

AS MEMBERS OF FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WE PROMISE: 

 To attend services regularly. 
 

 To support the congregation financially. 
 

 To live responsibly as a Christian witness. 
 

 To become as involved as possible in the total life and work 
of the congregation. 

 

And this we promise to do by the help of God. 

FAITH’S TOP PRIORITY VISIONING GOALS: 

 Equip all our members for lifelong spiritual growth and 
ministry. 

 Continue and build upon our tradition of being an  

       accepting congregation that welcomes and serves all. 

                                                                                     Adopted March 2010 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


